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= By the President of the United States of America: 
Y ; ) 


A PROCLAMATION. 


Waerras objects of interest to the United States require that the Senate should be convened at twelve o’clock on Monday, the Ist day 
of April next, to receive and act upon such communications as may be made to it on the part of the Executive: 


Now, therefore, I, Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, have considered it to be my duty to issue this my proclamation, 
declaring that an extraordinary occasion requires the Senate of the United States to convene for the transaction of business at the Capitol, 
in the city of Washington, on Monday, the Ist day of April next, at twelve o’clock on that day, of which all who shall at that time be 
entitled to act as members of that body are hereby required to take notice. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the United States, at Washington, the thirtieth day of March, in the year of our Lord 


[SkAL.] one thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven, and of the independence of the United States of America the ninety-first. 


ANDREW JOHNSON, 
By the President: ; 


Witu1am H, Sewarp, Secretary of State. 


820 


<I 





7 
4 


4 


SENATE—SPECIAL SESSION. 


FORTIETH CONGRESS. 
SPECIAL SESSION. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpay, April 1, 1867. 
In pursuance of the President’s proclama- 


tion of March 30, the Senate assembled at | 


twelve o'clock noon to-day, in the Senate 
Chamber, in the Capitol, at the city of Wash- 
ington. 

The PRESIDENT 
gamin F. Wane) called the Senate to order. 

Prayer by Rev. E. H. Gray, D. D. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The proc- 
lamation of the Preside 
will be read. 

The Secretary read the proclamation, as fol- 
lows: 

By the President of the United States of America: 

A Proclamation. 


Whereas objects of interest to the United States 
require that the Senate should be convened at twelve 
o'clock on Monday, the Ist day of April next, to re- 
ceive and act upon such communications as may be 
made to it on the part of the Executive: 

Now, therefore, I, Andrew Johnson, President of 


ro tempore (Hon. Bey- | 


| AntHONY and I 


ent of the United States | 


the United States, have considered it to be my duty | 
to issue this my proclamation, declaring that an ex- | 


traordinary occasion requires the Senate of the Uni- 


ted States to convene for the transaction of business | 


at the Capitol, in the city of Washington, on Monday, 


the Ist day of April next, at twelve o’clock on that | 
day, of which all who shall at that time be entitled 
to act as members of that body are hereby required | 


to take notice. 
Given under my hand and the seal of the United 


States, at Washington, the thirtieth day of | 


[sBaz.] March, in the year of our Lord one thousand 


eight hundred and sixty-seven, and of the | 


independence of the United States of America 


the ninety-first. 
ANDREW JOHNSON. 
By the President: 


WituiaM H. Sewarp, Secretary of State. 
NOTIFICATION TO THE PRESIDENT. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the Senate 


proceed to the consideration of executive busi- | 


ness. 


Mr. ANTHONY. 


Before that motion is | 


put, I wish to offer some necessary preliminary | 


resolutions. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
understands it to be the invariable practice to 
organize the Senate, as it may be called; that 
1s, to inform the President that a quorum is 


present, and to take action in regard to com- | 


mittees before any other business is proceeded 
with. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I withdraw the motion. 


Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following | 


resolution ; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to : 


Resolved, That acommittee consisting of two mem- 


ers be appointed to wait on the President of the | 


United States and inform him that a quorum of the 
Senate has assembled, and that the Senate is ready 


> cosets any communication he may be pleased to 
ake. 


thorized to orpeent the committee, Messrs. | 


ENDRICKS were appointed. 
ILOUR OF MEETING, 
On motion of Mr. ANTHONY, it was 


Ordered, That the hour of the daily meeting of the 
Senate be twelve o'clock meridian, until otherwise | 
| ordered. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. ANTHONY. 
tion; I do it without consultation, but I pre- 
sume it will meet with general assent: 


Resolved, That the standing committces of the Sen- 
ate of the last session be continued during the present 
special session. ~ 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. SHERMAN. I believe all the prelim- 
inary resolutions have now been passed. I 


move that the Senate proceed to the consider- 
ation of executive business, 


I offer another resolu- | 


The motion was agreed to; and after some | 
|| time spent in executive session, the doors were | 


reopened. 

Mr. ANTHONY, from the committee ap- 
pointed to wait on the President of the United 
States and inform him that a quorum of the 
Senate has assembled, and that the Senate is 
ready to receive any communication he may 
be pleased to make, reported that the commit- 
tee had performed the Suky assigned them, and 
that the President replied that he would make 
& communication to the Senate in writing to- 
morrow. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


On motion of Mr. WILSON, it was 


Ordered, That Delphine P. Baker have leave to 
withdraw from the files of the Senate her petition 
praxine that the Government buildings at Point 
,00kout, formerly occupied as a prison for rebel 
soldiers, may be appropriated for the National Mil- 
itary and Naval Asylum. 


On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


Tvespay, April 2, 1867. 
Prayer by Rev. E. H. Gray, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 
REVISION OF DISTRICT LAWS. 


Mr. HARLAN submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the District of 
Columbia be instructed to prosteute the revision of 


the laws of the District of Columbia authorized by a 
joint resolution entitled ‘‘A resolution to provide for 


| the revision of the laws of the District of Columbia,”’ 
| approved June 18, 1864, and that they have authority 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore being au- || 
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to sit during the recess of the Senate and to employ 
the necessary clerical assistance for that purpose, not 
exceeding ten dollars per day. 


SENATOR FROM MARYLAND. 


Mr. JOHNSON. I rise to what I suppose 


leged one, I ask the indulgence of the Senate 


to permit me to do what I desire to do. 


On the 27th of March the honorable member 
from Michigan [Mr. Howarp] stated that he 
was then in a condition to make specific 
charges against my elected colleague, Hon. Mr. 
Thomas, and in support of that statement he 
referred to a report made to the stock-holders 
of the Bank of Commerce of New York by 
the board of directors sometime in the year 
1862. 

Mr. Thomas came to this city under the Ad- 
ministration of Mr. Buchanan to accept the 
office of Commissioner of Patents. He held 
that for more than a year, and, as [ believe, to 
the satisfaction of all who had business with 


|| that department. 


Mr. CHANDLER. I suppose the Senator 
from Maryland alludes to my colleague? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Yes, sir. 

Mr. CHANDLER, I merely wish to remind 
the Senator that he is not present. 

Mr. JOHNSON. It is not necessary for 
my purpose that he should be, though I would 
prefer to have him here. Upon the resigna- 
tion of Howell Cobb, which took place I think 
some time about the 11th of December, 1860, 
Mr. Thomas was requested by the President 
to accept the office v. Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, and he was appointed on the 12th of De- 
cember. He remained in office until about 
the 12th or 13th of January succeeding, when 
he resigned. His letter of resignation has 
already been presented to the Senate by my 
friend from Ohio, [Mr. SHerman. ] 

When he came into the Department he found 
the Treasury almost entirely depleted. His 

redecessor—I have no*reason to believe that 
it was not done with proper motives—in 1857, 
when there threatened to be a financial crisis 
in the country, and especially in New York, 
having in his possession some nineteen or 
twenty million dollars not called for as he 
supposed by the necessities of the Government, 


| bought up the stocks of the United States at, [ 


| dollars on the hundred. 


believe, a premium of some twelve to nineteen 
For doing so, as it 
operated very beneficially to the banking and 


| commercial interests of New York, he was ap- 


lauded; but the result was that when Mr. 
lhomas, his successor, took possession of the 
Department he found, as I have stated, that 
there was hardly money enough in the T'reas- 


| ury to meet the daily wants of the Govern- 


ment. 

Congress in December, 1860, passed an act 
authorizing a loan of $10,000,000 on the issue 
of Treasury notes. Under the authority of that 
act, the day after it was passed Mr. Thomas is- 


| sued proposals fora part of the loan, $5,000,000, 
| The advertisement was published just as soon 


ag it was possible to do it after the act was 
passed. By the law, if I recollect aright, ten 
days’ notice was to be given to receive bids, 


is a privileged question, and if it is not a privi- |! Those ten days expired about the 27th or 28th 
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the then public debt wag to fall due on the Ist 
of January. When the Secretary opened the 
bids upon the 27th or 28th of December he 
found that the Bank of Commerce had sub- 
scribed or was willing to take $1,500,000 at a 
discount of twelve per cent. At that time the 
public debt of the United States did not ex- | 
ceed some seventy million dollars; and he 
directs me to say that the moment he saw the 
very extravagant, and, as he believed, the ex- 
orbitant terms upon which alone that bank 
was willing to take even that part of the loan 
he hesitated; but knowing that the interest 
upon the debt would fall due in a few days, 
that is to say on the Ist of January, he deter- 
mined to accept their bid for that amount, as 
that would put him in a condition to meet the 
interest. While he was deliberating, and per- 
haps before he had actually decided, the late 
cashier of the Bank of the Metropolis of this 
city, Mr. Richard Smith, known to all the 
Senators [ presume, the correspondent of the 
Bank of Commerce, came over to the Depart- 
ment bringing with him a telegraphic dispatch 
from the Bank of Commerce saying that they 
would take the whole loan at the same rate, 
twelve per cent. That made him hesitate the 
more. He thought it was a very unjustifiable 
speculation upon the United States, but rather 
than run the hazard of having the credit of 
the United States to suffer from a failure to 
meet its obligations on the Ist of January he 
agreed to accept the bid, and the bank was so 
advised. 

According to the terms of the bid and the 
law, the amount to be paid was upon subscrib- 
ing one dollar in a hundred, and the balance 
in five days after the subscription. Five days 
would carry it to the 2d or 3d of January. The 
interest, as | said, was to fall due upon the Ist. 
He had in the sub-Treasury at New York some 
$800,000 in coin, and he had transmitted, as 
he was authorized to do, to that office more than 
one million dollars in Treasury notes; and he 
addressed a letter to Mr. Cisco, the then sub- 
Treasurer, telling him that if there was the 
slightest doubt that the interest would be met 
at maturity, he wished him to apply the money 
then in his hands, which was more than sufhi- 
cient to meet the interest, to that object. Mr. 
Cisco replied at once, and as I think properly, 
and the Secretary acquiesced in the propriety 
of the suggestion, that there were outstanding 
drafts in the hands of disbursing officers which 
could not be met without his retaining the funds 
then in his hands; and that, although he was 
not certain that they would be presented, yet 
looking to the contingency of such a presenta- 
tion, he advised that no such use should be made 
of the funds, and telegraphed him that he could 
make another arrangement. The Secretary 
at once saw that the suggestion of Mr. Cisco 
should be regarded. At that time the Bank 
of Commerce, whether it had taken the whole 
loan or not, as between itself and others, was 
indebted to the Government in $5,000,000, to 
be paid on the 2d of January, one day only 
after the interest was to fall due, and Mr. 
Cisco made an arrangement with the bank by 
which they agreed to advance, in anticipation 
of what they would be compelled to pay on 
the 2d of January, an amount sufficient to 
meet the interest that was to fall due on the 
pre day, and the cashier of the bank, after 
1aving advised the Secretary in a letter, a copy 
of which I have in my hand, that they had 
taken the loan, wrote under date of the 31st 
of December, only one day before the interest 
was to accrue, as follows: 


Bank or Commerce 1n New York, 
December 31, 1860. 


Sir: You will learn from the Assistant Treasurer 
here, Mr. Cisco, that the parties who made up the 
bid for $1,500,000 of Treasury notes have to-day com- 
pleted the preliminary arrangements with him for 
the balanee of the $5,000,000 under your award to 
them at twolve per cent, interest—the amount being | 
$3,169,000—by the deposit of the required one per | 
cent., the certificate of which I inclose herewith. | 


the parties who bave now bid for this ine 
amount are considerable holders of Treasury notes 


Mr. Cisco will no doubt inform you that many of | 
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| maturing about this time and in the early days of | 


January, for whose convenience I have to request 
that every reasonable facility and dispatch may be 
granted in the redemption of the one to furnish the 
needful means for the prompt payment of their sub- 
scription to the other. Could you authorize Mr. 
Cisco to receive the old notes in exchange for the 
new? If only ton limited extent, there would boa 
convenience. If he were authorized to receive them 
as cash to be transmitted by him to Washingtofi, and 
the new notes then returned, the transfor would be 
rendered very easy. 

I shall feel obliged if it isin your power to safely 
and legally consult the convenicnce of the takers of 
the new notes as suggested. 

I remain yours, very respectfully, 

H. F. VAIL, Cashier. 


Hon. Partie F. Thomas, Secretary of the Treasury, 
Washington, D. C. 


On the same day Mr. Cisco sent to the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury a telegraphic dispatch, 
which I will also read: 


New York, December 31, 1860. 
Hon. Puitie F. Taomas, Secretary of the Treagury: 


The balance of the $5,000,000 in Treasury notes, 
$3,169,000is taken by the parties referred to at twelve 
per cent. interest, and a preliminary deposit of one 
per cent. on this amount has just been made at this 
office. The further payments to be mado within the 


week, and all I require. 
JOHN J. CISCO, 
Assistant Treasurer United Slates. 

Thus the Senate will see that on the 31st of 
December the bank was a debtor to the Uni- 
ted States in $5,000,000, its first bid having 
been accepted of $1,500,000, and the balance 
being accepted, asis stated in this letter, payable 
on the 2d of January; and they and others 
with whom they were associated held Treasury 
notes formerly issued, and asked the Secretary 
as a favor that he would permit the sub-Treas- 
urer to take in payment of the loan, which they 
had agreed to take, and for which they were 
then responsible, those outstanding Treasury 
notes as cash. The Senate will also see that 
neither in the letter of Mr. Cisco nor in the 
letter of the bank is there the slightest intima- 
tion that there existed any difficulty about the 
payment of the interest, and the Secretary, as 
will beevident to any Senator who will consult 
the documents to which I am about to refer, 
rested confident that the interest would be paid, 
and as an evidence of his desire to pay it had 
gone to the extent of advising that moneys in 
the hands of the sub-Treasurer applicable to 
other purposes should, in order to save the credit 
of the Government, be applied to the payment 
of the interest to fall due on the 1st of January. 
The interest was payable in Boston, New York, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Charleston, New Or- 
leans, and Washington, and it was paid punc- 
tually ; and he advises me, and requests me to 
state, that from that momest until he saw in the 
papers of the morning of the 28th of March the 
statement made by my friend from Michigan, 
he had never heard that the Bank of Commerce 
or anybody else anticipated a failure in meeting 
the interest and preserving the credit of the 
Government. He saw that statement and saw 
that report for the first time on the day after it 
was brought before this body by my friend from 
Michigan. He wus thenin Annapolis, returned 
to the city as speedily as he could, and wrote 
a letter to the Secretary of the Treasury asking 
for such information as he supposed would ena- 
ble him to defend himself against what he con- 
sidered, and as I think properly considered, a 
baseless slander; and the Secretary, acting in 
that respect justly, directed the information 
that he asked for to be furnished, and in answer 
to the last question in his letter addressed to 
the Secretary, whether there was anything upon 
the files of the Department to call in question 
his integrity as a public officer, the Secretary 
assures him that there is no evidence at all, but 
that his duties were fully and fairly performed. 

Naturally he felt what the Bank of Com- 
merce had stated as an assault upon his per- 
sonal honor. He felt aggrieved. He knew 


—and the documents to which he will refer us 
are conclusive upon the subject—that there 
was not the slightest pretense for making that 
assault upon him; and above all was he sur- 
prised that it should have come from the Bank 
‘of Commerce, who were speculating upon the 
emanding 


necessities of the Government in 
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the extravagant rate of discount of twelve per 


| cent., when the debt which the Government 
| owed at that time did not exceed $70,000,000. 


He therefore, as soon as he could get the 
vouchers which he desired in order to defend 
himself upon this wanton and groundless 
assault, addressed me a letter upon the sub- 
ject, accompanied by the vouchers upon which 
he relied, and he desires, as I desire, the letter 
not being long. that it shall be read to the 
Senate, and I propose to read it as a part of 
my remarks. I have placed it in the hands of 
the Secretary, with the request, with the per- 
mission of the Senate, that he read it. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be 
read if there be no objection. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

Wasuineaton, March 30, 1867, 


Str: On Wednesday, March 27, 1867, Senator How- 
ARD, of Michigan, called the attention of your hon- 
orable body to an annual report of the Bank of 
Commerce, in New York, addressed to their share- 
holders, and dated March 12, 1862. 

From that document the following passages were 
read to the Senate: 

** Up to the close of December of the eventful year 
1860 the ihterest on the stocks of the United States 
falling due on the Ist of January succeeding had 
been, for the first time, left unprovided for by both 
Howell Cobb, Secretary of the Treasury, and Philip 
I. Thomas, his temporary successor in that offico, 
No eflicient measures to make seasonable provisien 
therefor had been taken by cither, and the funds in 
the Treasury here, which might and should havo 
been reserved to be applied to the payment of this 
interest, were drawn and appropriated for other 
purposes at the last hour. 

“This was ovidently a wicked and treasonable plot 
to dishonor tho credit of the United States by default 
in the payment of interest on its stocks by neglect- 
ing to provide for tho arrears due to the Army and 
Navyand tho civil and diplomatic list, including 
those due to members of Congress then in session. 

** Tho success of this would have caused great con- 
fusion in public affairs and disastrous embarrassment 
to the Government, and it became manifest that in- 
stant, united efforts were required to defeat it. 

“ Thisinstitutien for itself, and several ofits direct- 
ors, for their own account, promptly assumed a largo 
share of an immediate advance, by such banks and 
capitalists as had united in the emergency, to the 
United States Treasury of $5,000,000, upon an abso- 
lute condition of the payment of the interest, due 
the next day, upon the United States stocks. Others 
doubtless would have participated in this loan could 
they have been consulted; but.so carefully had this 
treacherous scheme been kept from public sight, and 
so late was it discovered, that it was only by the uso 
of tho telegraph that atimely provision could bo 
made at last.’’ 

I beg leavo to observe that I never saw or heard 
of the document referred to by the Senator from 
Michigan until my attention was calledto thedebate 
in which he producedit. If [had beenaware that such 
a report had ever been made, the Senate may be as- 
sured that I should have taken at once tho measures 
which were necessary to vindicate my name from an 
attack which the authors must have known was 
wholly false. It is a satisfaction, however, to every 
man who has been connected with the administra- 
tion of an Executivo Department of the Government, 
to know that the records of that Department will 
always supply the fullest means for his vindication 
when he has pursued steadily the dictates both of 
law and of honor in the regulation of his public con- 
duct. And although I have had a brief opportunity 
of examining tho books of the Treasury Department, 
I am satisfied that the papers which [now present to 
your consideration will suffice to show the utter un- 
truthfulness of the report to which the attention ef 
the Senate has been called. 

L was Sceretary of tho Treasury frem the 12th day 
of December, 1860, to the 11th day of January, 1861, 
both days included. 

You are perfectly aware that when I entered upon 
the duties of that office the monctary affairs of the 
Treasury wero in an exceedingly embarrassed condi- 
tion. ‘The wants of the Government were provided for 
by temporary expedients; and as no provision had 
been made for the payment of theinterest due in New 
York onthe debt of the United States, payable Janu- 
ary 1, 1861, which interest amounted to about one 
milion one hundred thousand dollars, [I immediately 
took measures to remedy this evil as far as it was in 
my power, having in view, of course, always the gen- 
eral and pressing necessities of the Government atthis 
and other places. On the 12th day of December, 1860, 
which was the very first i of my connection with 
the Treasury Department, 1 ordered, as will appear 
by document No. 8, filed herewith, $300,000 from 
St. Louis to New York. On the 24th day of Decem- 
ber, 1860, I was obliged by the exigencies of public 
affairs to order $100,000 from New York to Washing- 
ton; and on the 29th of the same month, forthe same 
reason, I caused to be transferred $15,000 from New 
York to Pittsburg. Thesame statement (No. 8) shows 
conclusively that I transferred no other funds from 
New York to any point whatever until the interest 
on the public debt due January 1, 1861, had been 
fully provided for. What, therefore, can be thought 


_ of the statement made by the Bank of Commerce in 


New York, that I drew and a to other 
purposes, at the last hour, funds which might and 
should have been reserved for the payment of this 
interest? And what language can properly be ap- 
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plied to astatement that my conduct in this partioular 
was part of a wicked and treasonable plot to dis- 
honor the credit of the United States? 


Affairs being in this condition, the Congress of the || 


United States took measures to provide funds for the 
wants of the Government; and on the lith day of 
December, 1860, a law was approved authorizing the 
negotiation of a loan of $10,000,000, or the issue of 
Treasury notes, payable in twelve months, bearing | 
six per cent, interest, to an equalamount. 

On the same day, as will be seen by reference to 
paper No. 9, herewith filed, I telegraphed Mr. Cisco, 
Assistant Treasurer at New York, advising him of the 
passage of the act, and asking for areply by telegram 
as to the amount which would probably be taken, 
and at what rate; and desiring him to give me his 


judgment whether the whole loan should be offered || 
or a part of it. 1 


In his reply of the same date, marked letter A, | 
herewith filed, he stated that it would be unwise to 
offer more than $3,000,000 at that time, and that I 
could put $3,000,000 morein the market after January | 
1, 1861. 

In my reply, marked letter B, filed herewith, I | 
stated to him that $5,000,000 were required by the 
public service, and that | was obliged, therefore, to | 
offer that sum, 

On the 18th day of December, 1860, the day next | 


succeeding the passage of the law, I advertised, in |; 


accordance with its terms, thatsealed proposals would 
be receivedatthe Treasury Department until the 28th | 
day of December, 1860, for the issue of any portion or | 
the whole of $5,000,000 in Treasury notes, in exchange | 
for gold coin of the United States, to be deposited | 
with the several officers named in the advertisement, } 
among whom, of course, was Mr. Cisco, the Assistant 
Treasurer at New York. This advertisement is filed 
herewith, and marked No. 2. 

It will be seen that bids could not be opened under 
the provisions of the law requiring ten days’ notice 
until December 28, 1860, and that the gold coin was | 
to bo deposited with the Assistant Treasurers and | 
depositaries where the offers were accepted within 
five days from the acceptance of such proposals. 

On December 24, 1860, the Register of the Treas- 
ury, according tothe routine of the office, addressed 
the letter marked No. 24, informing me that it was 
impossible to tell the correct amount required for 
tho payment of interest in New York on the Ist of 
January, 1861, and suggested that $1,100,000 be pro- 
vided andsent to Mr. Cisco, the Assistant Treasurer. 

Warrant No. 4215 for $1,100,000 was issued for this | 
purpose December 24, 1860, and draft No. 4112 on that 
warrant was sent to Mr. Cisco by the Treasurer of 
the United States December 29, 1860, which was paid 
and charged in account December 31, 1860, as will be 
secon by paper No. 7, herewith filed. 

On the 27th December, 1860, Iadvised Mr. Cisco of 
tho issue of the warrant in question as an advance 
to pay tho interest on the public debt, payable on 
and after Ist day of January, 1861. 

[ informed him that the Treasurer would pay that 
warrant in six per cent. Treasury notes under the 
recent act, and that those Treasury notes would rep- 
resent a corresponding amount of the coin held by 
him to the eredit of disbursing officers; and would 
enable him to employ that amount of coin in the 
payment of intcrest when the partiesentitled did not 
choose to receive Treasury notes. The small pre- 
mium payable for gold at that time gave me an 
opportunity of suggesting the arrangement which 
is fully stated in the letter last referred to, marked 
No. 9, (Y.) 

On the 27th December, 1860, Mr. Cisco advised me 
by letter, filed herewith, marked C, that the prelimi- 
nary deposits on account of bids for Treasury notes 
amounted to $4,300, indicating bids “from New York 
for only $430,000."" He further advised me in the 
same letter, of his efforts on that day to have a 
sufficient amount bid for to cover the interest on the 

ublic debt duc on the Ist of January, 1861, and that 
16 had so far failed, but entertained a strong hope 
of being able to accomplish it in the morning; and 
if so,some house in Washington would be telegraphed 
to make the preliminary deposit with the Treasurer 
and present the bid at the Department before twelve 
o’clock m. 

On the 28th of December, 1860, Mr. Cisco acknowl- 
edged the receipt of my letter of the 27th, informing 
him that a warrant had been issued in his power for 
$1,100,000 as an advance to pay the interest on the 
public debt on and after the lst proximo, and that 
the warrant would be paid in six per cent. Treasury 
notes under the late law. In his reply ho informed 
me that the balance held by him to the credit of dis- 
bursing officers was $1,100,000, and that it would be 
hazardous to the public credit to use that money in 
the manner proposed by me, for the reasons set forth 
in the letter herewith filed, marked B(X.) 

On the 28th of December, 1860, according to the 
terms of advertisement of the loan, the bids were 
opened; and among them was found an offer by the 
Bank of Commerce in New York, for $1,500,000 at 
twelve per cent.; and on the day next succeeding I 
forwarded to Mr. Cisco acomplete list of the accepted 
bids, among which was that of the Bank of Com- 
merece, amounting in the aggregate to $1,831,000, as 
will be seen by letter filed herewith, marked No. 9, (X.) 

Upon such opening of the bids on the 28th of De- 
cember, 1860, and before an account thereof was de- 
posited and stated, Mr. Richard Smith, now deceased, 
then cashier of the Bank of the Metropolis of thiscity, 
came to the Department and informed me that the 
Bank of Commerce in New York was ready to take 
the balance of the loan on the terms of its bid for the 

1,500,000, that is to say, at twelve per cent. interest. 
No immediate answer was given to Mr. Smith; but | 
after consultation with the President I called on the | 
evening ofthe same day at the residence of Mr. Smith 





_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| 


loan on account of the Bank of Commerce in New , 


| York, would be accepted. 

On the 29th of December, 1860, the day next suc- 
ceeding the opening of the bids, | addressed a letter 
to Mr. Cisco apprising him that the accepted offers 
amounted to $1,831,000, and that there remained 
$3,169,000 of the proposed $5,000,000 loan undisposed 


| of and subject to the proposal made by the Bank of | 


Commerce in New York, to take the whole balance 
| for Treasury notes bearing twelve per cent. interest. 
| This will appear by letter marked K, filed herewith. 


issued in exchange for coin on the 29th of December, 
1860, for $116,000, and on the 3lst of December, 1869, 
| for $1,580,000; the proceeds arising from which were 
available fer the payment of interest on the public 
debt due January 1, 1861. 


further in the premises than make the payment of 
the money which it had engaged to loan to the Gov- 
ernment at the rate of twelve per cent. per annum, 
In conclusion, I beg leave to observe that it will 
appear from what has been shown already, that when 
I entered upon the duties of Seeretary of the Treas- 


the money necessary to meet the interest on the pub- 
lic debt, and there were no funds applicable to that 
purpose. 

It will further appear that from the moment of 
my accession to office all my energies were devoted 
to remedy this mischief, and that I strove to apply 
every available dollar to the payment of the interest 
accruing on the obligations of the Government and 
to the discharge of its debts as they matured. 

I venture to say that no executive officer could 


the United States; and it gives me pleasure to know 
that the records of the Treasury Department are my 
sufficient vindicatiog. 

It will be seen that I did take efficient measures to 
make seasonable provision for the interest due on 
January 1, 1861, wherever it was payable; that is, 
| in New York, New Orleans, Washington, Baltimore, 
Philadelphia, Boston, and Charleston; and the in- 
terest was punctually paid. 

It will appear that the statement that I drew, at 
the last-hour from the Treasury in New York or else- 


the payment of the interest due on the public debt, 
is a wicked falsehood. 

It will be seen that there was not only no plot to 
dishonor the credit of the United States by permit- 
ting any default to take place in the payment of its 
obligations, but that there was, on the contrary, an 
honest, energetic, and successful effort to provide the 
means for that purpose. 

It will bo seen thatthe Bank of Commerce in New 
York, which claims the credit of supplying my defi- 
ciencies, did nothing except comply with the terms 
of an oppressive contract? which the necessities of 
the Government had forced it to enter into. 

And I will only, in conclusion, observe that noth- 
| ing could bo more absurd than the statement of the 
Bank of Commerce that it agreed to make its pay- 
ments upon the condition that the interest due on 
the stocks of the United States on January 1, 1861, 


should be paid; because, having subscribed for the | 


loan, it was bound to pay its subseription by the 
terms of the contract, which contained no condition 
whatever; nor did I ever hear of such a condition. 
Tt is not, and it has never been, the habit of the 
Government of the United States to permit the banks 
| in the city of New York or elsewhere to dictate the 
manner in which loans shall bo used. Such loans 
are made by the banks for their profit and advan- 
tage, and it is for Congress to regulate by law the 
application of the public money. 

The Senate will observe that tho statement made 
in reference to myself is contained in a paper which 
is not supported by a particle of evidence. I choose 
to reply fully,bowever, tothe charges, and to rest my 
vindication upon the public records of the Govern- 
ment. I trust it may be permitted to ask a full and 
speedy vindication from the Senate of the United 
States. I make this claim as a Senator, duly elected 
from the State of Maryland. 
the statement of a board of bank directors of thecity 
of New York, unsupported by any evidenco, and made 
perhaps for the purpose of excusing the exorbitant 
rates charged to the Government, will be accounted 
any reason for assailing the reputation of a Senator 
elected to a seat in your honorable body. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

PHILIP FF. THOMAS. 

Ilion. Reverpy Jounson, Senator from Maryland, 


Mr. HOWARD. Ifthe Senator from Mary- 
land has closed his remarks on this subject, I 
beg ‘o be indulged in making a single observa- 
thet. 

Mr. JOHNSON. 
to say now. 

Mr. HOWARD. I do not wish to interrupt 
the remarks of the honorable Senator if he has 
anything further to say on this question. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I aave closed. 

Mr. HOWARD. 





I have said all I propose 


in relation to Cobb and Thomas was to elicit, so 
far as practicable, the truth of the case in re- 


| gard to Mr. Thomas, and to lay before the | 
| Committee on the Judiciary of this body such || 


It will be seen frem the Treasury statement here- | 
with filed, marked No. 10, that Treasury notes were | 


That interest was duly | 
| poe from the funds thus provided; and I have no | 
nowledge that the Bank of Commerce did anything |! 


have done more than I did to uphold the credit of | 


| any knowledge of it. 
| phatically and clearly that until my remarks 
| on this subject, made on the 27th of March last, 


|| he was in total ignorance of the existence of 
where, money, which ought to have been applied to | 





I cannot believe that | 


| make a perfect reply to the charges. 





My object in presenting | 
the statement made by the Bank of Commerce || 
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might pursue the inquiry as far as they should 
think eeeirable and just. Ido not even now 
entertain a willingness to do or say anything 
in regard to Mr. Thomas that shall prejudice 
his just claims and his fair standing before the 
country. In short, sir, I decline to occupy the 
position of a prosecutor or accuser, and aim 
that my efforts shall only be directed to enable 
the Committee on the Judiciary to ascertain 
the truth of the case. 

But, sir, while I say this, I must be allowed 
to say further that there is one statement con- 


tained in the paper which has just been read 


at the desk which strikes me with a little sur- 
prise, and to that fact I desire to call the atten- 
tion of the Senator from Maryland. The state- 


| ment of which Mr. ‘Thomas now complains in 
| his communication is a printed document issued 
| by the president and cashier of the Bank of 


Or rei | Commerce of New York, under date of March 
ury no provision had been made by law for raising || 


12, 1862. The presumption is that this printed 


| statement must have had considerable circula- 


tion; for I take it for granted that the steck- 
holders in that institution are somewhat naumer- 
ous; at all events, that the persons interested 
in that bank are numerous and influential. 

But in addition to this fact of the statement 
being printed and circulated, there is another 
to which I wish to call the attention of the 
Senate. Mr. Thomas professes to be very much 
taken by surprise by the fact that this printed 


| statement should be thus laid before the Sen- 


ate, and that he never before should have had 
Indeed, he states em- 


such a statement. That statement was in its 
tone and style accusatory against that gentle- 
man in the highest degree. It in fact charges 
him with treasonable complicity, or rather 
treasonable conduct in omitting to make proper 
provisions for the payment of the interest fall- 
ing due upon the public. stocks of the United 
States in the city of New York on the Ist of 
January, 1861. 

Now, sir, it is a little surprising to me that 


| Mr. Thomas should not have been aware of the 


fact that the whole of this printed statement 
relating to himself and Mr. Cobb was published 
in the National Intelligencer of the 28th of 
May, 1862, nearly five years ago. I hold in 


| my hand a slip from that paper, in which are 


the same extracts that I read here on the 27th 
of March in relation to Mr. Thomas. It isnot 
improbable that this statement relating to that 
gentleman received a still broader circulation 
in the country in the ordinary newspapers of 
the day; for one of so much importance and 
gravity, implicating the honor and the loyalty 
of Mr. Thomas, would naturally, to say the 


| least, have received a very broad and thorough 


circulation throughout the land. 

If he is now so deeply aggrieved by these 
statements, how has it happened that he has 
slept upon this public information for nearly 
five years, and has never opened his mout 


| or used his pen, so faras I know or have heard, 
| by way of rebuke to the officers of the Bank 


of Commerce of the city of New York? I call 


| the attention of the Committee on the Judiciary 


to the fact that this charge has been in circula- 
tion against Mr. Thomas for that period of 
time, and that he has remained silent upon it. 

It is very possible that he may be able to 
I do not 
go into the issue between himself and the Bank 
of Commerce. That is a matter in its nature 
private; and I do not wish to prejudice the 
case of Mr. Thomas in respect to the Bank of 
Commerce. But what has struck me with no 


| little surprise is the fact that he should now 


state five years after this important publication, 
which he charges to be in a high degree slan- 
derous, and which is here pronounced to bea 
baseless slander by the Senator from Maryland, 
that this statement has totally escaped his no- 
tice until this time. 


Mr. JOHNSON. The honorable member 


and informed him that his offer for the balance of the || facts as that paper contained in order that they |) from Michigan, if he is under that apprehen- 
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sion, is mistaken in supposing that my colleague . 


or myself (if my own opinion on the subject is 
worth stating) find any fault with the course 
which the honorable member has thought proper | 
to adopt. 





He stated originally some charges | 
against my colleague, but he stated them, as 
he said, upon rumor; and when, as he now 
tells us, he was called upon by the committee 
to place before them Hiativvet assertions he 
might make calculated to show that my col- 
league was not entitled or was not worthy to 
have a seat in this body, he said, and as I think 
very properly, that he did not wish to be con- 
sidered as an accuser. But when he produced 
the paper in question, he did it by stating that | 
marty = his forueer speech dealt in rumor and 
generalities he was then able to present to the 
Senate against my colleaguea specific charge ; 
and he founded his right, and what I have no 
doubt he considered his duty, to make that 
charge upon the report of the Bank of Com- 
merce. 

Now, the honorable member tells us that 
although my colleague, whose honor has never 
been questioned before, whose veracity would 
not be doubted by any man who knows him, 
tells the Senate that for the first time he be- 
came aware of the existence of that report, it 
strikes him with surprise, and he expresses his 
surprise in such terms as are calculated to make 
the Senate believe that he does not credit the 
denial of my colleague. I had supposed that 
in the absence of any evidence proving that a 
Senator upon this floor, or one who claimed to 
be a Senator on this floor, was not entitled to 
have his word taken for truth, no Senator would 
have attempted to impugn that truth unless he 
had in his possession evidence to warrant him 
in coming to that conclusion. 

The honorable member tells us that the only 
reason which he has for doubting—for it is 
evident that he does doubt—the assertion of 
my colleague that he heard of this report for 
the first time when it was produced upon this 
floor’ by the honorable member from Michi- 
gan, is, that it was published, as he supposes, 
to the numerous stockholders of the Bank of 
Commerce and distributed throughout the 
country; and secondly, that it appeared, either 
in whole or in part, in the Intelligencer of this 
city some time in May, 1862. 

f the honorable member had known what 
the facts are in relation to my colleague, I am 
sure he would not for a moment have suffered 
himself to suspect his veracity upon any such 
grounds. My colleague left the city of Wash- 
ington in April, 1861. He retired to his farm 
on the eastern shore of Maryland, and there he 
remained, subscribing to no paper, as he as- 


sures me, except the Baltimore Sun, never || 


having seen the Intelligencer from that time 
during the existence of the war; and he there- 
fore had no ground to suspect that anybody, 
bank director or bank president, or anybody 
else, supposed for a moment that while he was 
the incumbent of the Treasury for one month 
only he had conspired with the former incum- 
bent to destroy the credit of the Government. 
That incumbent, whatever he may have done, 
left here before my colleague took possession 
of the Treasury. 

But I wonder also that it had not occurred 
to the honorable member from Michigan, if he 
accords to my colleague ordinary intelligence, 
that he would not have made that denial if 
there was to be found upon the records of the 
Treasury Department any evidence to justify 
the charge. He has laid before us everything 
to be found in the Treasury Department touch- 
ing his administration of its duties during the 
entire period that he was the Secretary of the 
Treasury. If these copies are trié—and no- | 
body can doubt that; they have been furnished | 
by the present Secretary of the Treasury—if | 
these documents are true, then they demon- 
strate that the charge against him was not only | 
untrue in point of fact, but that there is every 
reason to believe that those by whom it was 
uttered knew it to be false. 


| 


| 





} 





| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


the Adjutant General. 








and the vouchers accompanying it be referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
The motion was agreed to. 
EXECUTIVE MESSAGES. 
Several executive messages were received 


from the President of the United States, by | 


Mr. Moons, his Secretary. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before 
the Senate a message of the President of the 
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United States, transmitting, in answer toa res- || 


olution of March 20, correspondence relatin 
to the exequatur of the consul of the Grand 
Duchy of Oldenburg, residing at New York; 
which was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. ANTHONY. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness. 

The motion was agreed to; and after some 
time spent in executive session, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 





Wepwespay, April 8, 1867. 

Prayer by Rev. E. H. Gray, D. D. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. RAMSEY. I move thgt the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness. 

The motion was agreed to; and after some 
time spent in executive session, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 





Tuvurspay, April 4, 1867. 

Prayer by Rev. I. H. Gray D. D. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
no legislative Journal this morning. 

Mr. SUMNER. Surely the Senate met yes- 
terday. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There was 
no legislative business yesterday to be re- 
corded. 

Mr. SUMNER... There was a meeting yes- 
terday and there was a motion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The record 
of yesterday’s proceedings, what there is of it, 
will be read, 

The Secretary read the Journal of yester- 
day’s proceedings, containing the recital of the 
fact that on motion of Mr. Ramsey the Sen- 
ate proceeded to the consideration of execu- 
tive business, and after its consideration ad- 
journed. 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. CHANDLER presented resolutions of 
the Legislature of Michigan, praying for a 
grant of land in aid of the construction of a 
railroad to connect the mining Tegion of the 
upper peninsula of that State with the Straits 
of Mackinaw; which were ordered to be 
printed, and lie on the table. 

ARMY REGISTER. 


Mr. MORTON. I offer the following reso- 
lution: 


Resolved, That ten thousand copies of the Army 
Register of 1866 be printed for the use of the Senate. 


A certain number of copies of the Army 


There is 


Register, 1 do not know how many, are printed 


for the use of officers of the regular Army by 
We have thousands of 
officers who have been in the volunteer service 
who have a very deep interest in the Register, 
but who are unable to get it. I think it but 
just that the Senate should print at least ten 
thousand copies, to enable them to be furnished 
to volunteer officers who are not now in the 
service. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. The rules require that 
this resolution shall go to the Committee on 
Printing. 

Mr. MORTON. If there is objection. 

Mr. EDMUNDS. It must go there by the 
rales, and had better be referred at once. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I will make one remark 


I move that the statement of my colleague } in regard to resolutions that by the rule are 
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required to go to the Committee on Printing, 
There have been several cases in which by 


| unanimous consent the rule has been dispensed 


with. I have once or twice stated the fact that 
this reference to that committee is required, 
not merely by a rule of the Senate, but by 
law of Congress, which of course it is not in the 


| power of the Senate to dispense with. The 
_ Committee on Printing would certainly be glad 


to be relieved from the duty of considering 4]| 
these matters; but I think it my duty to make 
the suggestion. 

Mr. MORTON. I am willing to let the 
resolution go to the Committee on Printing, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The reso- 


| lution will be referred to the Committee on 


Printing under the rules. 
CHAPLAIN. 
Mr. SAULSBURY submitted the following 


resolution: 
Resolved, That thereshall not be elected or selected 


| a Chaplain of the Senate hereafter. 








Mr. SUMNER. Let that lie over. 

The PRESIDENT gr tempore. ‘The reso- 
lution will lie over under the rules. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion of Mr. SUMNER, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of executive 
business; and after some time spent therein, 
the doors were reopened, and the Senate 
adjourned. 





Fripay, April 5, 1867. 
Prayer by Rev. E. H. Gray, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 
PETITION, 


Mr. COLE. I present the petition of the 
Veteran corps of California, praying to be 
allowed transportation from the place of their 
discharge in New Mexico and ‘Texas back to 
their homes in California. These soldiers 
served for two or three years under General 
Carleton, doing the most arduous service 
possible during this time. They were success- 
ful in their contests with the various tribes of 
Indians ; in fact, subdued the Navajoes, and 
fought successfully the Apaches and Coman- 
ches, aud when they were discharged, two 
thousand miles away from home, they were 
allowed a mere pittance, a sum altogether 
inadequate to carry them. back by the usual 
conveyances to their homes. They ask to be 
allowed, as other soldiers have been who have 
been discharged away from home, some com- 
pensation to meet the expense which they had 
to incur. I move the reference of this petition 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 


TRANSPORTATION OF ARMY STORES. 
Mr. RAMSEY submitted the following reso- 


lution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested 
to transmit to the Senate the bids and papers upon 
which the acting Quartermaster General made tho 
award for the transportation of Army steres on route 
No. 1, on the 30th of March last, for the yoar onding 
March 31, 1868. 


MESSENGERS, PAGES, AND LABORERS. 


Mr. FOWLER. L offer the following reso- 
lution, and ask for its present consideration : 


Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms be author- 
ized and directed to retain the number of messen- 
gers, pages, and laborers now employed during the 
recess of Congress, 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that that resolu- 
tion be referred to the Committee to Audit 


and Control the Contingent Expenses of the 


Senate. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be 
so referred, no objection being made, 
LOUIS V. BOGY. 
Mr. ROSS submitted the following resolu- 


| tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 


| 


sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be 
requested to inform the Senate whether Louis 
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in the employ of the Department of the Interior; if 
so, in what capacity, what are his duties, and what 
is his compensation, and when was he appointed, 
and by whom, and what instructions, if any, have 
been issued to him, and by whom, and when? 


PROPOSED EXPULSION OF MR. SAULSBURY. 


Mr. SUMNER. I send a resolution to the | 


Chair, and shall ask action upon it to-morrow. 
The Secretary read the resolution, as fol- 
lows: 


Resolved, That Mr. Sautsnvry, a Senator of Dela- 


ware, having appeared repeatedly on the floorof the 
Senate whilein acondition of intoxication, is hereby 
expelled from the Senate. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of executive 


business; and after some time spent therein | 


the doors were reopened, and the Senate 
adjourned. 


Satcurpay, April 6, 1867. 
Prayer by Rev. E. H. Gray, D. D. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and 


approved. 
AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 
Mr. ANTHONY. I offer the following res- 


olution, which comes from the Committee on | 


Printing and meets their approbation : 
Resolved, That of the additional copies of the last 


report of the Commissioner of Agriculture hereto- | 
fore ordered to be printed for the use of the Senate, | 


one thousand be assigned to the Commissioner. 


I ask for the present consideration of the 
resolution. 


a . of . . , g aa 1] J - 
There being no objection, the Senate pro | the Senate a report of the Secretary of the 


ceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Commissioner of 
Agriculture has been very desirous to have a 
larger number of his report, but the Commit- 
tee on Printing have not felt disposed to 


recommend the printing of any additional | 
number, and this resolution takes from the | 


Senators one thousand copies and assigns 
them to the Commissioner. It does not in- 
crease the number printed, but diminishes the 
number distributed to Senators. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. They have been divided, 
and some of them sent off. 

Mr. ANTHONY. No; this is the last re- 
port, not yet printed. 

The resolution was adopted. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On motion by Mr. WILLEY, it was 


Ordered, That James H. Merrill, late a captain in 
the so-called naval brigade, have leave to withdraw 
his petitidn praying for compensation for his ser- 
vices and accompanying papers. 


ASSESSOR FRAZIER, OF PHILADELPHIA. 


Mr. CHANDLER. The Senate has been 
very liberal recently in confirming nominees, 
and some of them are expressing their grati- 
tude. I will ask that the following communi- 
cation, which is very complimentary to the 
Senate, be read. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be 
read if there is no objectioh. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Who writes it? 

Mr. CHANDLER. It is a speech by a gen- 
tleman who has been highly honored by the 
Senate. 


The Secretary read as follows : 


** COMPLIMENTARY SERENADE TO ASSESSOR FRAZIER. 
—Last evening Assessor Frazier, of the first district, 
was tendered a grand complimentary serenade, got- 
ten up by the assistant assessors, clerks, and others 
attached to his office. The affair came off at Mr. 
Frazier’s residence, No, 929 South Fourth street. 
The services of the Jefferson Cornet Band were se- 
cured, and after the performance of a number of 
popular airs Mr. Frazier, in response to the cries 
of the gathered assemblage, made his appearance in 
front, and addressed his friends as follows:” 


“And now, gentlemen, a word as to the political 
course I intend to pursue. Anumber of my Radical 
friends have kindly invited me back to the fold from 
which, eighteen months ago, they so summarily ex- 
Pelled me. They argue, ‘You are beyond the power 
of removal by the President; a radical Senate having 
placed youin that position, your appointments should 

e Radicals.’ It is because the last Congress screwed 
the brakes so tightly upon the Executive that I am 


7 


Bogy, late Commissioner of Indian Affairs, is now | 
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more than ever determined to stand true to Andrew 
Johnson. I do not consider myself under any very 
great obligation§ to the Senate of the United States 


| further than todo my duty as an officer. No man was 


removed by the President to give place to me. A 
vacancy existed, caused by the death of my lamented 
predecessor, Mr. Webb. I was selected to fill this 
vacancy; and it was because Senators Frssenpen, 
Spracve, and SHERMAN determined to maintain the 
dignity of the Senate that these gentlemen insisted 
upon and seeured my confirmation. “Pelitically Lam 
still aconservative. I believe in Johnson, Grant, Far- 
ragut, Sherman, and the Supreme Court, and the con- 
servative and humane principles they maintain, in 
contradistinction to the fearful pringples of SUMNER, 
SteveNs, BuTLeR, and company. I : 

law and liberty rather than in military despotism. 


|| Tam opposed to the centralization of power as advo- 


cated by StEvENS and company, and am for the m ain- 
tenance of the rights of all the people in all the States 


| under this Government; therefore, gentlemen, I am 
| against the Radical elementthatistrampling the Con- 


stitution of the United States under foot, obliterating 
State after State, demoralizing trade and finance, and 
am for constitutional law and civil liberty, with all 
their benign influences and substantial blessings.” 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. SHERMAN. If there is no further 


|| legislative business, I move that the Senate 
| proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 


ness. 
The motion was agreed to; and after some 


| time spent in executive session, the doors were 
| reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


Monpay,. April 8, 1867. 


Prayer by Rev. E. H. Gray, D. D. 
The Journal of Saturday was read and ap- 
proved, 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before 


Interior, communicating, in compliance with 


| a resolution of the Senate of the 5th instant, 


information in relation to the employment of 
Louis V. Bogy in the Department of the In- 
terior; which was ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 


PROPOSED ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. I offer the following res- 


| olution: 


Resolved, That the President of the Senate at five | 
o’clock p. m. on Wednesday, the 10th instant, ad- || 


journ the present session sine die. 

Mr. SUMNER. I object to the considera- 
tion of that now. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
over under the rule. 


It lies 


COMMITTEE ON PRINTING. 
Mr. ANTHONY. There is a vacancy on 


the Committee on Printing caused by the death 


| of Mr. Rippie. I move that the vacaney be 


filled by the Chair. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore appointed 
Mr. Jounsoy to fill the vacancy. 
HOUR OF MEETING. 


On motion of Mr. CONNESS, it was 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn to-day it 
be to meet to-morrew at eleven o'clock a. m. 


PROPERTY AT If ARPER’S FERRY. 
Mr. WILLEY submitted the following res- 
olution ; which was considered by unanimous 


| consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested 
to communicate to the Senate copies of all deeds, 
conveyances, and other evidences of title by which 
the United States have claim to any lands, tene- 
ments, water privileges, or other property at or near 


Harper’s Ferry, in the State of West Virginia: what | 


parts thereof, if any, have been sold or transferred, 
and the purposes of such sale or transfer; and 
whether there be any reason why the part or parts 
of said lands, tenements, water privileges, or other 
property remaining unsold and undisposed of shall 
not now be sold. . 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. RAMSEY. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive 
business. 

The motion was agreed to; and after some | 
time spent in executive session, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


| Tvespay, April 9, 1867. 
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The Senate met at eleven o'clock a. m. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
| approved. 


| 
| 
| 


VOLUNTEER OFFICERS. 


| 
| Mr. TRUMBULL submitted the following 
| resolution; which was considered by unani- 
| mous eqnsent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to furnish the Senate a list of the names of volun- 
teer officers now in the service of the Government, 
their rank and the particular duties to which they 
are assigned; also that he inform the Senate under 
what law such volunteer officers are retained in the 
service, and whether their services, or that of some 
of them, may not be dispensed with without detri- 
| ment to the public interests. 


CALLS FOR INFORMATION. 
Mr. ANTHONY. I offer the following res- 


| olution: 

Resolved, That the following be added to thestand- 
ing rules of the Senate: 

ll resolutions calling upon the President or upon 
any of the Executive Departments for information 
shall be referred to one of the standing committees 
| of the Senate, which shaJl report to the Senate an 
estimate of the probable expense of furnishing the 
| information called for; and thisreportshail be made 
| without delay. 
| I should like to have the resolution referred 
| to the Committee on the Judiciary, and hope 
the committee will have time to attend to it. 
We are constantly calling upon the Executive 
Departments for information, and frequently 
without a very accurate knowledge of the value 
of the information, and with none at all of the 
great cost of furnishing it. ome page the 
Executive Departments are obliged to employ 
a number of clerks for weeks to answer calls 
for information, which would not have been 
made if the Senate or the person offering the 
resolution bad known the cost. I prefer that 
the resolution, should be referred to a commit- 
tee, as it proposes to alter the rules of the 
Senate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Ihave no objection to 
the resolution, but I think it had better go to 
the Committee on Printing, who are more 
familiar with these matters of information. 
All the communications which come from the 





| Departments, or nearly all of them, are pub- 


lished under the jurisdiction of the Committee 
on Printing, and it seems to me they would 
have a better knowledge of the character of 


tee would. We never have before us any of © 

the replies to these resolutions or any informa- 

tion on the subject, except as to those that par- 
| ticularly relate to business before that commit- 
| tee, while the Committee on Printing usually 


| . . . , . 
these resolutions than the Judiciary Commit- 


I] has referred to it all those communications, and 


|| understands the subjects much better. I think 


Mr. ANTHONY. I have no objection to 
| that reference; but this is the rule itself which 


it had better go to that committee. 
} 
| 


| Committee. 
| Mr. TRUMBULL. The propriety of changing 
| the rule will depend on facts much better known 
| to the Committee on Printing than to us. 
| Mr. ANTHONY. I have no objection to 
that reference, only I thought the Committee 
on the Judiciary the proper place for business 
of this sort 
Mr. TRUMBULL. That no other commit- 
tee would have. [ Laughter. ] 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The reso- 
| lution will be referred to the Committee on 
Printing, if there be no objection. 


GOVERNOR OF COLORADO. 


Mr. THAYER. It will be recollected that 
at the last session of the Thirty-Ninth Con- 
gress, the Senator from Ohio, now in the 
Chair, offered a resolution making inquiry of 
| the President in regard to the absence of Alex- 
ander Cummings, Governor of the Territory 
of Colorado; as. to how long he had been 
| absent since his appointment, &c. The reso- 

lution was modified so as to embrace territorial 
officers generally. I desire now to make the 
inquiry: has any response to that resolution 
ever been received fromm the President ? 


I propose to have referred to the Judiciary 
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The PRESIDENT protempore. No response 
has ever been receive d, 

Mr. THAYER. Then, sir, I desire to offer 
the following resolution: 

Reaolved, That the President be requested to inform 
the Senate when Alexander Cummings was appointed 
Governor of Colorado Territory; how much of the 
time the said Cummings has been absent from the 
Territory sinco his appointment, and whether by 
permission or not, and how much of said. time ab- 


sent with permission, and how much without per- 
mission, and whether on public duties or not, and 


whether his salary has been paid to him daring his | 


absence or not, and how much has been paid to him 
as salary for the time he has been absent from the 
Territory. 

My reason for offering the resolution is that 
I have been informed by those who have the 
means of knowing, for I have no personal 
knowledge, that Mr. Cummings was appointed 
Governor of Colorado Territory a year ago last 


September, that he has been absent from the | 
Territory about eight months of that time and | 


is still absent. He has been here in the city 
of Washington some four months, I understand. 
Knowing the extent to which this evil of the 
absence of territorial officers from their posts 
has been carried, I regard it as my duty to 
bring this case to the notice of the Senate. | 
have known judges of Territories to live in the 
States year after year, going out now and then 
on a pleasure trip to the ‘Territories, holding 
court there, and then returning to their resi- 
dence in the States again. 
territorial Governor absent nearly half the time 


Here we have a | 


he has held the office. I repeat thisevilhas been | 


carried to such an extent that the interposition 
of Congress is required to stop it. 

Mr. BUCKALEW. I should like this reso- 
lution to go over until the morning in order 
that I may accompany its passage with some 
explanations. 4 have no objection tothe pas- 
sage of the resolution; but | should be sorry 
to have it passed, and the Senate adjourn on 
the ex parle statement made by the Senator 
introducing it. There are explanations to be 
given for the absence of this officer, at least 
so far as the late session of Congress is con- 


cerned, connected with public duties at the | 


city of Washington, and as a witness before a 
committee of Congress. I ask that the reso- 
lution go over until to-morrow, and then I 
shall offer no objection to it further than to 
make an explanation. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection 
being made to the present consideration of the 
resolution it will go over until to-morrow. 

ARMY REGISTER. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I offer the following res- 
olution, and ask its reference to the Committee 
on Printing: 

Resolved, That two thousand copies of the next 
Army Register be printed for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. MORTON. I move to amend that by 
striking out ‘‘ two’’ and inserting ‘‘ten.”’ 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
to the Committee on Printing first and be re- 
ported doubtless to-morrow, and then the Sen- 
ator’s amendment will be in order. 

Mr. MORTON. Very well. 

The resolution was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Printing. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION, 

Mr. RAMSEY. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive 
business. 

The motion was agreed to; and after some 
time spent in executive session, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


Wepnespay, April 10, 1867. 


Prayer by Rev. E. H. Gray, D. D. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and 


approved. 
WASUINGTON CAVINGS BANK, 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before 
the Senate a letter of the president of the 
Washington City Savings Bank, communicat- 


The resolution will go | 


year ending April 1, 1867, in conformity to 
law; which was ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 
PRISONERS OF WAR IN MEXICO. 
Mr. SUMNER submitted the following res- 
olution ; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the Senate, if in his 


opinion notincompatible with the public interest, a | 


copy of any recent correuposeence which may have 
taken place upon the subject of prisoners of war 
taken by belligerentsin the Mexican republic. 


FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. 


I move that the Senate 


pout to the consideration of the resolution | 


offered the other day in reference to the 
adjournment. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate | 


proceeded to consider the following resolution 
submitted by Mr. WritiaMs on the &th instant: 


' Resolved, That the President of the Senate, at five 


o'clock p.m. on Wednesday, the l0th instant, adjourn 
the present session sine die, 


Mr. SUMNER. That is to-day. I think we | 


are not prepared to adopt that. Anxious as 
Senators may be to go home, I should think 
that they all must see that there is unfinished 
business which I can only allude to now, and 
cannot describe the cenunee of. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. [am not very particular 


as to the time, but I think we ought to desig- | 
nate some time when we propose to adjourn. || 


Senators are dropping off one by one, and ina 
day or two there willnot be a quorum present; 
but if we fix upon some time for an adjourn- 


ment, and it is understood that we will adjourn | 


| at that time, the probabilities are that Senators 


generally will remain until that time arrives. 
If, however, we propose to wait here until all 
business that may be introduced to the Senate 
shall be transacted we may be here all sum- 
mer. 
form is not acceptable to the Senate to have it 
amended and some time designated when this 
session is to close. I think that is desirable for 
all concerned, both for the President and for 
the Senate. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. It seems to me 
that the time for an adjournment can probably 
be fixed much safer and better at a later period 
of the day. We can probably determine to-day 
whether it will be in our power to adjourn to- 


morrow or not; but we cannot at this early | 


period of the day. I would, therefore, suggest 
to the Senator from Oregon that we postpone 
the resolution for the present, and that we take 
it up at a later period of the day. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Iam not very particular 
about it. Let the resolution lie over until a 


later part of the day if that is the desire of the 


Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The reso- 
lution will lie over informally, if no objection 
be made. 

ARMY REGISTER. 


Mr. ANTHONY, from the Committee on 
Printing, reported back the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That two thousand copies of the next 
Army Register be printed for the use of the Senate. 

The Senate, by unanimous consent, pro- 
ceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MORTON. 1 move to amend the res- 
olution by striking out ‘‘two’’ and inserting 
‘*ten.’’ I will state as a reason for this amend- 
ment that the volunteer officers who were in 
the Army during the rebellion have a great 
interest in the Kegister. A large number of 
their associate oflicers have gone into the reg- 
ular Army, and for reasons which are readily 
understood by the Senate they feel a deep in- 
terest in it. ‘The War Department prints just 


| enough for the use of the officers of the regu- 


lar Army to furnish a copy to each officer of 
the regular Army in the service, but does not 


| print enough to supply oflicers who served dur- 


I think 


ing the war and are now civilians. 


ing the annua! statement of that bank for the || ten thousand for the use of the Senate a very 


[ desire if this resolution in its present | vi 
|| the Department was unwilling that the enemy 
| should gain any information with regard to the 
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proper number; it will enable us to furnish 
information that will be gladly received by the 
people. er 

Mr. COLE. I move to amend the amend. 
ment by making the number five thousand. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The first 
question will be onthe greatest number. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Senator from Indi. 
ana introduced a resolution a few days ago to 
print some additional copies of the Register of 
1866, which is just out. That Register having 


| been delayed and the Department being abou: 


to prepare a new Register which will probably 
be ready in a month or two, I thought upon 
consultation with the Senator, that if any extra 
copies were to be printed, they had better be 
printed of the new Register rather than of the 
old one. They follow close upon each other, 
The committee have not been in the habit of 
reporting so large a number, being very anx. 
ious to keep the cost of that branch of the ser. 
vice as low as possible. We have sometimes 


| printed three thousand, but we thought as the 
| war was over two thousand was as many as we 


could recommend. Unless there be some spe- 


| cial reason to the contrary, [ hope the Senate 





will sustain the action of the committee. 

Mr. CONKLING. How much do they cost? 

Mr. ANTHONY. Twothousand copies will 
cost about five hundred and fifty dollars, about 
twenty-five cents apiece. 

Mr. COLE. I will ask the Senator if this is 
for the printing of a new Register to be issued 
hereafter? 

Mr. ANTHONY. Yes, sir; this is a new 
one. The old one has been delayed. 

Mr. COLE. One has just been published, 
but [ understand this is to be an amended one. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Yes; an amended one, 
to contain all the changes and appointments 
made this session. ‘The one just published was 
for 1866; thisis for 1867. During the war the 
Army Register was not published because 


character of the commanders opposed to them. 


| The West Point officers were so well acquainted 


with each other that a rebel officer, by know- 
ing the man who was opposed to him, would 
probably gain some advantage from his knowl. 
edge of the character of his mind and the 
tactics he would be likely to pursue. In con- 
sequence of that delay there has been great 
irregularity in the publication of the Register 
up tothis time. Theone for 1866, which ought 
to have been printed on the Ist of January, 


| has just appeared. ‘This resolution is to print 
| additional numbers of the Register for 1807, 


which will of course be much more perfect 


| than the one of 1866. 


Mr. MORTON. 


It is well known that there 


|} area large number of documents published 


that are of very little value, that are almost 
so much waste paper; but this document will 
be anxiously sought for by those who have 


| been in the Army, and the information it con- 


tains is of a character that can scarcely be 
obtained from any other source, I think the 
amount of money to be expended in printing 
ten thousand copies would be a mere trifle 
compared with the importance of the docu- 
ment and the interest the people generally 
have in it. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The ques: 


| tion is first on the largest number proposed, 
| namely, the amendment of the Senator from 
| Indiana, to strike out two thousand and insert 


ten thousand. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The next 
question is on the amendment of the Senator 
from California, to strike out two thousand 


and insert five thousand. 


The amendment was rejected. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The ques- 
tion now recurs on the resolution as reported 
by the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 


I move to 


| amend the resolution by striking out ‘two’’ 
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and inserting ‘‘three,’’ so as to make the num- 
ber three thousand. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 


REPAIR OF MISSISSIPPI LEVEES. 


Mr. THAYER submitted the following reso- | 


lution, which was referred to the Committee 
on Printing 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the | 


Senate five thousand additional copies of the report 
of the Committee on Finance on the repair of the 
levees of the Mississippi river, inthe State of Louis- 
jana. 

CREDENTIALS, 

Mr. JOHNSON. Lamrequested to present 
the credentials of Matthias KE. Manly, elected 
by the Legislature of North Carolina a Sen- 
ator from that State for the term of six years, 


commencing March 4, 1867. I move that they 


lie on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


On motion of Mr. HENDERSON, it was 
Ordered, That George and William H. Wood have 


leave to withdraw their papers from the files of tho | 


Senate. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion of Mr. HOWE, the Senate pro- 


ceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 


doors were reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


Tuvrspay, April 11, 1867. 


Prayer by Rev. J. W. M. Wituiams, D. D., | 


of Baltimore. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and || 


approved. 
CREDENTIALS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented || 
|| agreed to. 


the credentials of Hon. James A. Bayanp, 
appointed a Senator by the Governor of the 
State of Delaware to fill, until the next meet- 


ing of the Legislature, the ¥ vacancy occasioned || 


by. the death of Hon. George Read Riddle. 


The credentials were read, and the oaths || \ ; : ) 0 | 
| whom was referred a resolution to print five 
thousand copies of the report of the Committee | 


prescribed by law were administered to Mr. 

Bayarp, and he took his seat in the Senate. 

INTERPRETATION OF TENURE-OF-OFFICE BILL, 
Mr. SUMNER. 


I send to the Chair a res- 


olution, and ask the action of the Senate upon | 


it now: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to furnish to the Senate, if in his opin- 


ion not incompatible with the public interests, copies | 


of any official opinions which may have been given 
by the Attorney General, the Solicitor of the Treas- 
ury, or by any other officer of the Government on the 
interpretation of the act of Congress regulating the 
tenure of offices, and especially with regard to ap- 
pointments by the President during the recess of 
Congress. 

There being no objection, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SUMNER. Before the vote is taken, 
allow me to make a statement. I understand 
that opinions have been given by one or more 
officers of the Government which go far to 
nullify a recent act of Congress. In short, it 
would seem as if we were to have nullification 
here in Washington in the executive branch 
of the Government. I understand that accord- 
ing to these opinions the President is to exer- 
cise a power of appointment during the recess 
of Congress, notwithstanding the recent act of 
Congress which undertakes to regulate the 
tenure of office. Weall know the astuteness 
of lawyers. Itisa proverb; and it is some- 


times said that a lawyer may drive a coach and | 


six through an act of Parliament, or even an 
act of Congress. Perhaps the Administration 
is now about to drive its coach and six through 
a recent act of Congress. 
is about to force upon the country officers who 
cannot be officers according to the existing 
law of the land. It seems to me that before 
we adjourn we should know the precise state 
of this question. We should understand if 
any such opinion has been given, and the rea- 
sons for it. It is on this account that I have in- 
troduced the resolution now before the Senate. 
The resolution was adopted. 


ye ———— 


| of the Register of 1867. 
favor of printing the usual number; but if the 





| sons in my mind against its adoption. 
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ARMY REGISTER. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee on Print- 
ing, to whom was referred a resolution to print 
ten thousand copies of the Army Register of 
1866, have instructed me to report it back with 
an amendment reducing the number to two 
thousand, the same number that was reported 
We have reported in 


Senator from Indiana [Mr. Morron] desires 
to move to raise it to three thousand, the com- 
mittee will make no objection. I ask for the 


|| present consideration of the resolution. 


There being no objection, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution: 

Resolved, That ten thousand copies of the Army 
Register for 1866 be printed for the use of the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment of the committee to 
strike out ‘‘ten thousand’’ and insert ‘two 
thousand.”’ 

Mr. MORTON. Iam in favor of the origi- 
nal number contained in the resolution. If 
we want to send a document to our military 


friends at home that will be acceptable and | 


valuable to them, instead of the wagon loads 


| of trash that go out from here, we cannot do 
| better than send them this Army Register. It 


|| is a valuable : sting publication to ¢ 
ness; and after some time spent therei, the | is a valuable and interesting publication to all 


military men. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Three thousand is the 
number that the Senate voted of the Register 
of 1867, and I suppose it should be the same 


of the Register of 1866. I have no objection 


to making it three thousand. 
Mr. MORTON. I move that amendment to 


|| the amendment, so as to make it three thou- 


sand. 
The amendment to the amendment was 


The amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 
The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 


REPAIRS OF MISSISSIPPI LEVEES. 
Mr. ANTHONY. 


The same committee, to 


on Finance on the repairs of the levees of the 
Mississippi river, have instructed me to report 
it back without amendme nt, and recommend 
its passage. The publication will cost $200. 


[ ask for the present consideration of the res- 


olution. 

There being no objection, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution, 
submitted yesterday by Mr. THayver: 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the 


Senate five thousand additional copies of the report 
of the Committee on Finance on the repairs of the 
levees of the Mississippi river, in the State of Louis- 
jana. 


The resolution was adopted. 
CALLS FOR INFORMATION. 
Mr. ANTHONY. The same committee, to 
whom was referred a resolution to add another 


| rule to the standing rules of the Senate, have 
| instructed me to report it back without amend- 


mem, and recommend its passage ; and if there 
be no objection, I will ask for its present con- 
sideration. Itis a rule of some importance, 
and I believe it will meet with the approbation 
of every Senator. 

The resolution was read for information, as 
follows : 

Resoived, That the following be added to the stand- 
ing rules of the Senate: 


All resolutions calling upon the President, or upon 
any of the Executive Departments for information, 


| shall be referred to one of the standing committees 
| of the Senate, which shall report to the Senate an 
| estimate of the probable expense of furnishing the 
In other- words, it || 
| without delay. 


information called for; and this report shall be made 


Mr. CAMERON. 


that resolution to-day. 


I object to taking up 
There are many rea- 


we have trouble enough now in getting infor- 
mation from the Departments without being 


I object to the present con- 


I think 


The P RE SIDEN T pro tempore. ‘Objection 
being made, it lies over under the rules. 


GOVERNOR OF COLORADO TERRITORY. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I move that the Senate’ 
proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 


| ness, 


Mr. THAY ER. I ask the Senator from 
Oregon to waive that motion for a moment to 
allow me to call up and pass a resolution which 
Loffe red the di ay before yes te rds iv, and intended 
to call up yesterday, but did not get an oppor- 
tunity to do so. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. As there seemed to be 
no business pending, I thought we might as 
well be doing something. 

Mr. THAYER. Ll hope the Senator will 
aliow this resolution to pass. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Very well. 

The FRESIDENT pro tempore. The mo- 
tion of the Senator from Oregon i is withdrawn. 
The Senator from Nebraska moves to take up 
the resolution referred to by him. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to inform 
the Senate when Alexander Cummings was appointed 
Governor ef Colorado Territory; how aaa of the 
time the said Cummings has been absent from the 
Territory since his appointment, and whether by 
permission or not, and how mucho f said time absont 


with permission and how much without permission, 
and whether on public duties or not, and whether his 


| salary has been paid to him during his absence or not, 


and how much has been paid to him as salary for the 
time he has been absent from the Territory. 


Mr. SUMNER. I suggest the insertion in 
that resolution of the words that are usually 
employed when we address the President; 
they are words of form—‘‘if, in his opinion, 
not incompatible with the public interests.’’ 
Otherwise, it is a direct call, upon him, ap- 
parently leaving him no volition. 

Mr. THAYER. I have no objection to that, 
but yet I cannot see the relevancy of that form. 

Mr. SUMNER. The relevancy is simply 
that that is the language addressed to the 
President in every case. It isa rule of the 
Senate for sixty years. 

Mr. THAYER. 1 think in this case it isa 
rule that we might depart from; but I have 
no objection to it at all. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Sen- 
ator from Nebraska so modifies his resolution. 

Mr. CAMERON. I should be very glad if 
the Senator from Nebraska would suffer the 
resolution to lie over until my colleague is 
yresent. 

Mr. THAYER. I let it go over yesterday 
on his account. He asked me to delay it for 
an hour or so yesterday when we met, and I 
let it go over the whole day. I have waited 
this morning until the Senate were about to 
go into executive session, and I find him not 
here, and therefore I submit its passage ought 
not to be longer delayed. 

Mr. CAMERON. Yesterday the Senator 
had no other course but to allow it go over by 
the rules of the Senate. 

Mr. THAYER. No; I offered it the day 
before yesterday, and it went over until yester- 
day at the suggestion of the gentleman’s col- 
league. 

Mr. CAMERON. Noharm can result from 
its lying over another day. 

Mr. THAYER. If we adjourn within a day 
or two there will be no opportunity for an 


|| answer. 


Mr. CAMERON. We will try. My col- 
league is not present, and he has the matter in 
charge. I shall be very much obliged to the 


| Senator if he will allow it to pass over. 


Mr. THAYER. How long? 
Mr. CAMERON. Until my colleague is 


| here. 


We shall then be in execu- 


Mr. THAYER. 


|| tive session. 


Mr. CAMERON. We can take it up then. 
Mr. THAYER. Very well; I will waive it 
to accommodate the gentleman from Pennsyl- 


|| vania. 
embarrassed by rules which may prevent our | 
| getting it at all. 
‘ sideration of the resolution. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The res- 


| olution will be passed over if there is no 
I objection. 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I now renew my motion 
for an executive session. 

The motion was agreed to; and after some 
time spent in the consideration of executive 
business the doors were reopened. 


FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I move to take up the 
resolution providing for an adjournment that 
I offered on Monday last. 

‘The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the President of the Senate at five 


o'clock p.m, on Wednesday, the 10th instant, adjourn 
the present session sine die. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. I will modify the resolu- 


: ——— 
we spend beforehand in prophesying when we |! journ, we leave the business of the country not 


} 





| 
| 


| 


| time. 
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can adjourn is very likely to be lost. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. 


I think we can say now 


| when we ought to adjourn without much diffi- 
| culty. 


Mr. HOWE. It seems to me that now, 
while we have a quorum of the Senate present, 
we should authorize the President of the Sen- 
ate to adjourn the body without day at some 
I understand that when we have less 
than a quorum we can adjourn only from day 
to day. 
without day we want a quorum. I think we 
are not going to have a quorum here many 
days more, and unless we agree now to au- 
thorize the President of the Senate to adjourn 


| the Senate, we may find ourselves without the 


tion by striking out ‘‘ Wednesday, the 10th || 


instant,’’ and inserting ‘‘Saturday, the 13th 
instant. 
Mr. HOWE. 
stead of Saturday. 
Mr. WILLIAMS. 


I think it is advisable for 


the Senate to convey some intimation to the | 


President that we do not intend to remain here 
all summer. 
;ominations here, half a dozen a day, and we 
are all the time told that there are a great num- 
ber of offices in the country vacant, and that the 
interests of the country are greatly in danger 
if we do not remain in session. If the Presi- 
dent understands that we propose to adjourn 
at any given time, it seems to me that he will 
expedite the transaction of this business. 
not see any reason why we may not adjourn 
Saturday or Monday, and be as ready to adjourn 
then as we shall be at any future time. I do 
not suppose we can stay here until we are per- 
fectly agreed with the President about every 
nomination, unless we agree to confirm such 
nominations as he may send without question. 

Mr. CONKLING. If the Senator will allow 
me, I wiil suggest to him that the passage of 
this resolution now will not determine the time 
when we go from here or facilitate our going. 
Suppose we pass a resolution now, this being 
the only House in session, that we shall ad- 
journ on Monday. If, on Monday, it is not 
found convenient or advisable to adjourn, the 
resolution will be rescinded, if it is too late to 
reconsider it. 


We express Our opinion now. If a resolution 
were moved instructing the Secretary (if that 
is the proper mode) to make some communi- 


cation to the President which would be likely | 


to hasten forward the nominations, the reason 
for holding back which I do not at all under- 
stand, that might be of some service; but to 
say that our present feeling now is to adjourn 
on Monday is to pass a resolution certain to 
be rescinded, unless it turns out at that time to 
be so thatwecan then adjourn. In that event 
it does no good. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
lution is notice to the President. 

Mr. CONKLING. I do not think so. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. 
with the honorable Senator from New York, 
that the passage of the resolution will have no 
effect. Ifthe Senate agree now to adjourn at 
® given time, the probabilities are that they 
will adhere to that decision; and moreover, 
Senators will be inclined to stay. If the pros- 
pect is that an adjournment will be had at no 
very remote time, Senators will be very likely 
te remain; but now there is but little more 
than a quorum here, and others, as I under- 
stand, are intending to go in the course of this 


week ; they have made their arrangements to | 


go; and I presume that next week there will 
hardly be a quorum present for the transac- 
tion of business. The argument that the Sen- 


ator uses against the adoption of this resolution 
is an argament against any resolution, and so 
we would remain in continuous session. 

Mr. CONKLING. If the Senator will allow 
me, my proposition would be, whenever the 
time comes that we can adjourn, that we then || nothing. 
pass a resolution and adjourn. 


Ido | 


Therefore, | submit tothe Sen- | 
ator that there is nothing to be gained at all if | 


The passage of the reso- | 


Let me suggest Monday in- | 


Hie sends in little driblets of | 





I do not entirely agree | 


| 
| 


| act he will send it to us. 


ability to adjourn without day; and if we now 
agree upon & day of adjournment the Pres- 
ident of the United States will understand it 
and will act in reference to it. If there is any 
business which he desires the Senate to trans- 
If there is none, of 
course there is no occasion for us to stay 
longer. But it does not follow that we shall 
be able togescind this agreement to adjourn 
on Saturday or on Monday, or on any subse- 
quent day, because it does not follow that we 
shall have a quorum here to do it, and I have 


no sort of belief we shall have; and I want to | 


agree upon this adjournment while we are able 


| to agree; that is, while we have a body here 
| which can agree. 


I should prefer to see Mon- 
day fixed. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. 
that. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
may adjourn. 

Mr. HOWE. Only from day to day. 

Mr. STEWART. 1 suggest Monday at four 
o'clock, and then let us stand by it. The Pres- 
ident, the papers say, is not well now. To 


I am indifferent about 


Less than a quorum 


| adjourn on Saturday, the day after to-morrow, 
| would be giving very short notice; byt by giv- 


ing us a working day on Monday until four 
o'clock I believe we shall be certain to adjourn 
at that time. 

Mr. HOWE. Senators would not want to 
leave on Saturday evening any way. 

Mr. SUEWART. I move to amend the res- 


| olution by inserting ‘‘ Monday, the 15th instant, 


at four o'clock.” 

Mr. RAMSEY. [or the information of the 
Senate I wili state that I was informed this 
morning at the General Post Office there were 
about fifty or sixty post oflice nominations yet 
to be acted upon by the Senate. All of these, 
they said, were before the President, upon his 
table, but not sent in. ‘I'wenty-eight or thirty 
came down this morning. We reject about 
thirty per cent. of all that come in, and the 
Senate can tell how long it will take to dispose 
of allofthem. There must be about thirty of 
those nominations on the President's table. 
They have all gone up from the Post Office 
Department to the President. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore, The ques- 
tion is on the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Nevada. ® 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I desire to make one 
suggestion to the Senate about that. What 
predicament shall we be in if we vote to ad- 
journ on Monday at four o’clock and we come 
here and have forty or fifty or a less number 
of nominations sent for post gitices, custom- 
house officers, &c., and we then reject them 
and go off without leaving the President time 
to fill those vacancies? We shall have put our- 
selves 

Mr. FERRY. 
removals ? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. No, sir. There are 
some forty or fifty post offices not filled. So 
the chairman of the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads tells us. We know there is a 
considerable number of collectors and assess- 
ors effices not filled, and there are some very 
important custom-house offices that are not 
filled, to say nothing of others of which I know 
Now, then, if they come in here on 





Will they not be cases of 


The time that || Monday and we choose to reject them and ad- 


, . i} 
To agree upon an adjournment, then, 


April 11, 

















| done. Now, who knows—we cannot tell. with 
|| the idea that Senators have with regard to the 
| Post Office Department, the Treasury Depart. 
| ment, &c.—what kind of nominations may be 
| sent in here? They may be just such proba. 
bly as we may feel conipetied to reject. I do 
| not see how we can fix a day until the business 
| is so closed up that it cannot be said that we 
| have left the business of the country un 
|| finished, 
Mr. JOHNSON. 
1] quorum. 


| Suppose there is no 
|| Mr. FESSENDEN. 


Well, sir, if there js 
|| no quorum, the responsibility will be on the 
! individuals who go and leave us without a 
|| quorum, and not on the vote of the Senate or 
| those who are here. My opinion is that you 
| cannot fix a day to adjourn until you have so 
| far disposed of the executive business of the 
|| Senate that the country can be left in that con- 
| dition. If we do, the responsibility is on us, 
|} and on us on this side of the Chamber. By 
|| **this side of the Chamber’’ I mean those who 
are in the majority, not the minority. We haye 
|| the power to stay here and do the business. 
| Mr. COLE. I will suggest to the Senator 
| that the President has the power to call us to- 
gether again should he deem it necessary. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. He can do that if he 
pleasés, undoubtedly. 
| Mr. JOHNSON. We can have the nomina- 
tions in by Saturday. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. But suppose we reject 
| them? Suppose they come in and are not of 
ra kind to suit us? Who knows what may be 
| sent in? If the day of adjournment is fixed, 
| we may be — in that very predicament 
| precisely, with the opinion which some gentle- 
| men here seem to entertain of the officers of 
|| the Government. They might send in here 
| purposely such names that we might either be 
| compelled to reject them or to take those that 
| were very unsatisfactory to us, or else take 
| that responsibility upon ourselves. I do not 
| think it would be so, I confess; but still, on 
| the principle on which gentlemen go, that pre- 

dicament might be the one in which we might 
| be placed. I cannot consent to go off and 
| leave the business of the country in such a 
state as it will be by not having this large num- 
| ber of offices filled before we go. Therefore I 
am opposed to fixing the day of adjournment 
until we have got in such a condition that we 
| can go safely to ourselves. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I am perfectly ready 
to take any responsibility that properly belongs 
ito us. These oftices were all filled, and all 
| filled acceptably to the people of the nation, 


'| and I do not believe myself that Andrew John- 
‘| son could unfill them without the consent of 
the Senate before we passed that law; but by 
usage he did it, 

Mr. HOWE. Some of them he could by 
express enactment. 

Ir. CHANDLER. But the majority of 
them were removals. He knows precisely 
how to have those offices all filled, and filled 
| to-morrow—by sending in men who elected 
| him, 
| Now, sir, I am neither disposed to remain 

here an unlimited time nor am I disposed to 
| be driven into a corner and confirm men who 
are objectionable to us. If he sees fit to send 
in the right kind of men, he knows we will con- 
firm them, and if he sends in the wrong men 
| he knows we will not confirm them. _ Sir, if we 














cannot run this Government with Andrew 
Johnson in the way, we know how to run it. 
If he is the obstacle that stands directly in our 
road so that we cannot run the Government, 
we shall find out between now and July how 
to run it. Iam not to be driven into a corner 
| and compelled to confirm men who are utterly 
objectionable to me aud to every member of 
| this body, because, forsooth, the responsibility 
is to rest upon me of leaving offices unfilled. 
I am disposed to go home, and I will vote tor 
| the earliest day that is named for an adjourn 
,ment. If he sees fit to send in men whom we 
| will not confirm let him send them in; and if 
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we cannot run the Government, and offices are 
to remain unfilled, and we cannot collect the 
revenue, we will find a way to run the Govern- 
ment between now and July, and he will find 
a way, too, to get out of the way by that time. 
I hope, sir, we shall fix the time of adjourn- 


ment, and fix the earliest time. Iam not dis- || 


osed to be driven into confirming copper- 
,eads and rebels because, forsooth, offices are 
to remain unfilled. I would vote to adjourn 
on Saturday; I wenld rather vote to adjourn 
to-day than any other day; but I will vote for 
the very earliest day ramed. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The President of the 
United States is a part of the Government just 


as much as the Senate of the United States or || 


the House of Representatives, and he may just 
as well say, if the Senate and House of Rep- 


resentatives stand in his way, he will find a | 


way to run the Government without them as 
we can say with any propriety that we will 


find a way to run the Government without him. | 


It is as just to be said on the one side as it is 
on the other. 

Now, sir, the President will not commit any 
a offense by nominating officers. 


If 


but so long as he continues to nominate, and 
we are here, he has not committed any offense 
against the Constitution nor against the law; 
and I hold that so long as he is President of 
the United States, whether satisfactorily or 
not to us, he has a perfect right legally and 
constitutionally to designate to the Senate 
those whom he prefers for office. We have a 
right to reject them, to be sure; there is no 
doubt about that; but we do not arrive at a 
conelusion. He has just as good a right to 
turn around and say to us, ‘‘ The Senate knows 
how to have these offices filled, because all 
they have got te do is to confirm my nomina- 
tions,’’ as we have aright to say to him, ‘‘ The 
President knows how to have these offices 
filled, for all he has to do is to send in such 
men as we like.’’? That is not on either side 
a mode of talking that will bring us to any sat- 
isfaetory conclusion. We cannot wink out of 
sight that the President, as President of the 
United States, has his rights, and one of them 
is to nominate officers, and so long as he keeps 
nominating them to us he has performed padi 
ing but what he has a constitutional right to 
perform. It is not for us say ‘‘All he has to 
do is to suit us.’’ He has a right to suit him- 
self about it; and this kind of argument 
amounts to just nothing at all. 

The question is, what our duty is; not what 
his duty is, but what our duty is; and it is no 
part of our right to dictate to the President of 
the United States whom he shall send here as 
officers. It is our right to say whether we 
like them or not, and to reject them after he 
does send them ; and there is the end of it, in 
my judgment. Therefore, sir, however we may 
feel, whether satisfactory or unsatisfactory to 
us, we cannot wink those facts out of sight, 
and the question then comes, what is our duty? 
I hold that we cannot discharge it without stay- 
ing here until these offices are filled in some 
way or other; or until it becomes so perfectly 
manifest that it cannot be done that we may 
take the responsibility of going home. I do 
not believe that the Republican party can an- 
swer to their constituency by saying that they 
were so anxious to get home that they would 
mot stay to see the offices filled beeause men 
were not sent in that suited them. The an- 
swer will be, ‘‘ Why did you not stay until you 
found somebody that did suit you?’’ The Pres- 
ident keeps trying ostensibly, because he keeps 
sending in names; as fast as we reject one he 
sends in somebody else. It is not enough for 
us, im my judgment, to say we do not like the | 
men he sends except so far as acting on those | 
individual men are concerned. I do not feel 
that 1am discharging my duty (and I am as 
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1¢ Omits to nominate any at all that would | 
be an offense, because to nominate is his duty ; | 


—— ee eee 


the President did not send such men as suited 
me, when they will turn around and say to 
me, ‘‘ Why did you not stay until he did?”’ 
Mr. CONKLING. The Senator from Wis- 
| consin suggested a moment ago that it was 
important to pass a resolution to adjourn with- 
|| out day while there was yet a quorum here, 
|| which at a future day there might not be, and 
| he suggested that less than aquorum would not 
|| have the power to pass the resolution. That 
| struck me with great force at the moment 
'| because I thought his recollection must be right 
|| of the provision of the Constitution. 
\| been looking at it since, and do not see how 
| that follows at all. In the absence of a prohi- 
bition, beyond all question less than a quorum 


legislative or parliamentary or organic sense, 


tution referred to, which is sections four and 
five of article one, relates entirely, as I under- 
stand it, to sessions of Congress, to joint meet- 
ings of the two Houses: 


year, and such meeting shall be onthe first Monday 
mn December, unless they by law appoint a different 
day. 

**Each House shall be the judge of the elections, 
returns, and qualifications of its own members, and 
a majority of each shall constitute a quorum to do 
business; but a smaller number may adjourn from 
day to day, and may be authorized to compel the at- 
tendance of absent members, in such manner and 
under such penalties as each House may provide.” 





lating, in the first place, to the sessions of Con- 
gress contemplated by the Constitution, and, 
in the second place, restricted to joint sessions 


the United States. This is an extra session 
of a single House, a legislative council con- 
vened for the purpose of advising upon nomi- 
nations and the confirmation of treaties. I 
see no reason at all, as I read the Constitu- 


without day; nor do 


ing now to fix a time when we will adjourn. 
I think it would be better if some Senator 
would move a resolution that the Secretary be 
instructed to acquaint the President with what 
he may not know, and that is that we are very 
much in advance of him in business here, that 
we wait and lag from day to day for the lack 
of nominations to places, some of which, L 
understand, have been vacant for months. I 
can name some myself which have been va- 
eant nearly a year, and there they stand; no 
nominations come here. Certainly it is not 
the fault of the Senate. 

Now, I beg to say for one that I am ready 
to stay here (in spite of my own convenience 
to the contrary) as long as may be necessary 
to induce the President, or to compel the 
President, if thatisa truer word, to have some 
regard to the public interest and the public 
sentiment in the nominations which he sends 
here. I would be glad that he would send in 
men whom we could confirm to begin with ; 
but if he will not, for one I shall feel cheerful 
in staying as long as may be necessary to re- 
ject and reject again men personally or polit- 
ically improper until we can have some defer- 
ence paid to the sentiment of that party which 
elected this Administration, and which ought 
to have something to do with the regulation of 
public affairs and the administration of the 
public serviee, 

Mr. HOWE. I am not sure that I was en- 
tirely right in my understanding of the Consti- 
tution, and yet | am not satisfied with the crit- 
icism made by the Senator from New York. 
The power to adjourn from day to day may be, 
as the Senator has characterized it, one of the 
lowest pow to be exercised by a legislative 
body; but the power to put an end to the ses- 





anxious to get home as anybody) in going off 
and leaving so large a number of offices, whose | 
duty it is to collect the revenue, unfilled; and | 
I cannot answer my people at home by saying | 


sion of the body seems to me, instead of being 
one of the lowest, to be one of the highest 
powers to be exercised by the body, That is 


the power that we are considering now, whether 


¢ . ———$ EE 


has a right to adjourn, because, speaking in a | 


** The Congress shall assemble at least oncein every | 


tion, why less than a pone cannot adjourn | 
see, as I said before, | 
anything that we are likely to gain by attempt- | 


I have | 


it is the meanest and basest of all the rights of || 

an organized body. , There must therefore be a | 

|| prohibition, or else Jess than a quorum would 
a that right. The provision of the Consti- | 





Now, I submit that that is an inhibition re- | 


of the two Houses composing the Congress of || 





| 


| 


| 
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that can be exercised by less thag a quorum. 
If it can be, then whenever you are lett here 


| accidentally without a quorum in this executive 


| Constitution intended that. 


| session of the Senate, that minority of the Sen- 


ate can put an end to the session, can adjourn 
it finally. I do not think the framers of the 
l think it would 
be a dangerous interpretation to put upon the 


| Constitution; and | do not think itis warranted 


by the language of the article itself; 
“Each House”’— 


| not when Congress is here. This is not pre- 
| scribing the powers of Congress: this is pre- 


/ 





seribing the powers that each House may 
exercise— 


Each House shall be the judge of the elections, 
returns, and qualifications of its own members, and 
a majority of each shall constitute a quorum to do 
business. 

But a smaller number than a majority may 
do two things: one is to adjourn from one day 
to another; the other is to send for absent 
members. 

Mr. CONKLING. The Senator seems to 
suppose that the expression ‘‘each House’’ 
refers not only to each House in severalty, but 
to each House without reference to the fact 
of the existence of the other House. I beg to 
ask him whether there is any contingency known 
in our system in which the House of Repre- 
sentatives alone can be in session, the House 
of Representatives without the Senate? If 


| there is none, then I ask him whether that 


does not show that the object and meaning of 
the language cannot be what he now suggests? 

Mr. HOWK. I think there are a great 
variety of contingencies in which the House 
of Representatives can be in session without 
the Senate, and I think the House of Repre- 
sentatives frequently is in session without the 
Senate. 

Mr. CONKLING. Fora session? 

Mr. HOWE. Not for a session. 

Mr. CONKLING. Ido not mean a single 
day, but I mean a separate session, a session 
by itself, like this. 

Mr. HOWE. I know of no contingency in 
which a session of the House can be called 
without a session of the Senate ; but I do not 
think that controls this language of the Con- 
stitution. 

Mr. CONKLING. It tests it, however. 

Mr. HOWE. Iam not able to see how it 
tests it. 

e Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Senator from 
Wisconsin will allow me, [ think it would be 
perfectly competent for the House, with the 
consent of the Senate, to remain in session all 
summer for the purpose of impeaching or any- 
thing else. 

Mr. CONKLING. Nobody doubts that ; 
but I am talking about a new and separate 
session of the House without one of the Sen- 
ate. If there be no such thing, then I submit 
it shows that this language was not used with 
a view to a session ef one House without a 
session of the other House at all during the 
same session. 

Mr. HOWE. It is not a very remarkable 
thing for gentlemen to differ about the con- 
struction of the Constitution or a statute, and 
I do not care to spend any more time upon the 
discussion of this point. My own views re- 
main as they were at first. 

I wish to make one or two remarks upon the 
question whether we may agree upon a time 
to adjourn now safely or not. I agree with the 
Senator from Maine that the President is 4 part 
of the Government of the United States. I 
have not any doubt about that; and I do not 
believe that we are any more than a part of 
the Government of the United States. I do 
not believe that summarily we can dismiss the 
President as we are now circumstanced, or 
that he can summarily dismiss us. I agree 
with the Senator from Maine that we have no 
constitutional power to nominate a candidate 
for one of these offices. I agree that the Con- 
stitution reposes that trust in the President ; 
but the Constitution does require the assent 0 
the Senate to the appointment of every one of 
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these officers; and I suppose the makers of | speak for Massachusetts; I cannot speak for 


. | 
the Constitution intended that the President 


should really consult the wishes of the Senate. | 
I suppose when they put that clause in they 
intended to make it the duty of the President 
to nominate persons that the Senate could, 
according to their convictions of duty, assent 
to the appointment of. 

sat now I will agree that the Senate may 
make demands of the President, may occupy 
a position, may take exceptions which they are 
not warranted in taking to his nominees; and 
if we do so I agree that the responsibility rests 
upon us for these offices remaining unfilled. 
On the other hand, is it not just as manifest 
that the President may insist upon sending a | 
kind of nominees here that we cannot, in ac- | 
cordance with our convictions of duty, agree | 
to the nomination of?.,Suppose the Senate 
should say in substance, * We will not agree 
to the nomination of a man for one of these 
offices unless he has been an officer in the | 
rebel service.’’ I think the President would | 
be perfectly justified in saying to the Senate, 
‘*T will not send such men to the Senate; I 
will send other men; if you will not accept 
these other men, let the oflices be unfilled; I 
will not accede to your terms.’’ Suppose, on 
the other hand, the President should say, ‘‘I 
will send nobody to the Senate but those who 
have been in the service of the rebellion,’’ 
would or would not the Senate be perfectly 
justified in saying to the President, ‘*We will 
not assent to the nomination of any such men; 
and rather than do it the offices shall go un- 
filled?’’ If that were the attitude actually of 
the President and of Congress, what is the 


use of our remaining here to unlock such a || 


difficulty as that? If the position of the Presi- 


} 


| Maine; I cannot speak for Connecticut. 1 am 
sneaking of Wisconsin. I do not say it is the 
case throughout Wisconsin. I am speaking of 
the difficulties that we encounter now in the 
State of Wisconsin. I spoke yesterday of one 
district ; I repeat it to-day. There are just two 
offices unfilled. I am perfectly willing that one 
of those offices shall be filled by a political 


|| friend of the President if he will consent that 


| the other shall be filled by a political friend of 


willing that that shall be done. 
difficulty can be solved at once. 
How it is in other States I do not know; but 


| 


the Senate, as I understand the Senate to be; || 
| but I do not understand that the President is || 
If he is, that | 
| lost about an hour and a half already on this 
| question. 


I said yesterday, and I repeat to-day, that I | 


have not voted to reject a single nomination | 


since | have been here that I would not rather 
| reject than confirm if I knew the office was to 
be closed. I have votedin reference to that 
responsibility, and I am willing to take that 
responsibility so far as I can. What little 


|| political reputation I have is not much to stake 


upon a vote; but when it is all I have, it is 


|| just as much for me to stake as if I had the 


| reputation of my friend from Connectieut, [ Mr. 
| Dixon,] or of my friend from Maine, | Mr. 
| Fessenpen.] When a man stakes his all, he 
shows his pluck if he does not his discretion. 
| [Laughter.] Now, Ido not see that we tend 
to fill these offices by just staying here and 
| rejecting his nominees. The Senator from 
Maine says that while the President is sending 
'men to us he is doing all the Constitution 
charges him with. I think the Senator is mis- 
‘taken. I think the Constitution requires him 
to send men to the Senate that the Senate can 


‘| agree to confirm, unless the Senate has made 





dent were known, if he had publicly declared 
or given us fully to understand that he would 
send nobody here but men who had been reb- 
els, why cannot we just as well come to a con- 

clusion at once either to accept those men and 
fill the offices or to reject them and adjourn 

and go home and leave the offices unfilled? 

The President, | admit, has not published 
any such purpose ; but, after all, I do think he 
has done a great deal to publish another pur- 
pose in regard to a great many sections of the 
country, that he will send men here only of a 
particular political stripe. I alluded to this 
question yesterday in executive session, and I 
allude to it now. Ido not feel authorized to 
say that the President is any worse morally fo® 
liking a man who agrees with his political 
opinions than I am for liking a man best who 
agrees with my political opinions. Of course 
I like my political opinions better than I do 
his, as he likes his better than he does mine. 
A year ago now the President had authority 
to make any vacancies. The Senate will bear 
me witness that I struggled with all my might 
to deprive the President then of the power to 
create these vacancies, to take from him the 
authority of law to remove the incumbents and 
to create the vacancies. I failed in that en- 
deavor. The Senate did not agree with me. I 
believe the House did not agree with me. We 
adjourned and went home and left upon your 
statute-books authority for the President to 
remove these officers and create vacancies. 

i regretted that step. I regretted that we left 
that power in his hands. I regretted to see him 
exercise it; but I knew he would, and I should 
have done it if | had been in his place; [ would 
have putthem out if you had left me the power 
to do it, and I would have had the public ser- 
vice carried on by men who agreed with me. 
There is nothing surer than that. The Presi- 
dent did no more than what I would have done 
if I had been in his place and had the same 
power. 

Now, we come back here and find these 
vacancies. I have not felt authorized in saying 
to the Presider, ‘* You shall send men here of 
my political faith.’’ I have felt authorized in 
saying no more to him than in substance to say, 
** You must notinsist upon excluding every man | 
af my political faith.’’ I am only speaking now 
about the State that I represent; I cannot 


known to him that they take exceptions which 
they are not warranted—not by the Constitu- 
tion, not by the law, but they are not war- 
ranted by a due regard for the public service 
in taking. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. How does he know 
the Senate-will not confirm them until they 
are sent in and the question has been tried? 
Mr. HOWE. We have not served any 
official notice upon him, but I do think the Sen- 
ator from Maine is not mistaken, and I think 


the President of the United States is not mis- 





taken and the Senate is not mistaken as to 
what has been the difficulty in filling these 
otlices. He wants men of one political character 
and we want men of another. I do not think 
there is any chance of a dispute about that. I 
only wanted to let the Senate understand the 
attitude which I have occupied in order that 
they may understand how perfectly ready I 
am to go home, and how completely [ consider 
my work done or will be done when we adjourn. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I move that this subject 
be postponed until to-morrow, and that we 
proceed to the consideration of executive 
business. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope we shall dispose 
of this adjournment resolution. 
division on the motion. 

The question being put; there were on a 
division—ayes 14, noes 10; no quorum voting. 

Mr. HOWE. Let us have the yeas and 
nays, and find out whether there is a quorum 
here. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope we shall not go 
into executive session until we dispose of this 
question of adjournment. Ido not agree at 
all with the Senator from Maine that we shall 
gain nothing by fixingaday. I will not as- 
sume that the President will not do his duty. 
I regard him as much a part of the Govern- 
ment as the Senate. When he knows that the 

| Senate has fixed a day for adjournment he will 


I call for a 


|| send in the names of persons for these oflices, 


send the whole of them, I should hope, to-mor- 
| row for every vacant office there is, and then 
| we will act upon them. There are three or 


| four days between this and Monday, and if the 
names sent in the first time are not acceptable, 
wecan act — them promptly and have them 

get others. If we go on in the 





returned an 


|| 
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way we have been, receiving a dozen nomina. 
tions one day and acting upon those, and then 
waiting a day or two and receiving a dozen 
more, we may stay here all summer. My ex. 
erience in Congress has always been that wo 
nave to fix a day for adjournment some short 
period in advance and work up to it. If we 
wait until the business is entirely done to ad. 
journ, we never would adjourn a session of 
Congress. Fixing a day is the only way by 
which we can come to a decision, and if it js 
necessary we can hold an evening session. 
Mr. JOHNSON, I have no objection to 
fixing a day for adjournment; but we haye 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Letus have a vote on it, 

Mr. JOHNSON. A vote cannot be taken, 
There are other speeches to be made. There 
are some forty or fifty nominations on the table 
now, some of which, I suppose, will not be 
acceptable to the Senate, and will have to go 
back tothe President. We can fix the adjourn- 
ment to-morrow or next day. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Let us fix it to-day. 

Mr. SUMNER. I do not think we can fix 
it to-day, and further, I do not think we ought 
to fix it to-day. It seems to me we ought 
to clear the Calendar before we undertake to 
determine to go home. A Senator exclaims, 
‘* Wait until we get through.’’ I say yes, wait 
until we get through. Senators are perfectly 
aware that owing to an interpretation that has 
been recently put, or it.is understood has been 
put, by the Executive upon the tenure-of- office 
bill, there is an increased necessity for our stay- 
ing. We have passeda law. We ought to see 
that itis enforced. At any rate, we ought to 
offer our codperation with the Executive, so 
that he shall have no excuse for setting it aside. 
Of course I do not admit that he can in any 
way set it aside; but I wish to do everything 
that can be done on our side to prevent him 
ffom having any apology for seeming to set it 
aside or undertaking to set it aside. I think 
that we ought to stay until our work is fully 
done. It seems tome there can be no excuse 
for our going home while any part of the exec- 
utive business remains unfinished. Other Con- 
gresses have stayed here till midsummer, and 
even into the month of September. If the 
necessities of the country require it, I see no 
reason why we should not stay till then. 

Mr. MORTON. My opinion on this ques- 
tion is, that we ought to fix a day to adjourn, 
some reasonable time in the future, and notify 
the President of that fact. Now, sir, we will 
not sit here all summer. Let this business of 
nomination and rejection go on in the way it 
is going on now, and this Senate will drop out 
one by one until there will be no quorum here, 
and that will be at the end of three or four 
days unless we fix a time for adjournment. 
Let us fix a reasonable time, say on Monday 
next, for adjournment. If the President and 
the Senate can come together at all, they can 
come together by next Monday at four o'clock. 
If they cannot come together at all then there 
is no reason for staying here, and the country 
will say so. If the President shall continue 
to send one class of nominations, and we shall 
continue to reject them, there is no end to that 
business. One party or the other must yield. 
Are we disposed to yield? Are the Republican 
Senators on this floor disposed to yield and 
say that they will confirm Democratic nomina- 
tions? I imagine you will say no. Do you 
then expect that the President will yield? 1 
have no right to speak for him because I am 
not in his confidence. But let us fix a reason- 
able period in the future, give time for us to 
come together, and if he persists - to that 
hour, and if we aan up to that hour, the 
whole country will say there is no use in our 
staying here an hour longer, and we can go 
home then reasonably and properly to the 
people; but let us not have the session expire 
merely by this Senator and that Senator drop- 
ping out and going home. I know there are 
several here to-day who will not perhaps be 
here next Monday unless there is some time 





fix 
ght 
ght 
: to 
ms, 
nM 
ctly 
has 
een 
fice 


see 
to 
, 80 
de, 
any 
jing 
him 
ot it 
ink 
ally 
use 
ec: 
‘on- 
and 
the 


)no 


1es- 
Imm, 
tify 
will 
of 
y it 
out 
are, 
our 


° 
1867. 
fixed for an adjournment. Let us act reason- 
ably ourselves, and go upon the presumption 
that the President will act reasonably. Let 
us fix, say next Monday at four o'clock, or 
next Tuesday at four o’clock, as the time of 
adjournment, notify the President that we have 
fixed that time, and if we can come together 
we can doit by that time. If at that time we 
are as wide apart as we are to-day, the country 
will say there is no use in our staying here, and 
will justify us in going home. 

Mr. CAMERON. I am in favor of fixing 
some time for the adjournment for the reasons 
given by several Senators. Unless we fix some 
time we shall never get through with our busi- 
ness. My experience has always been that 
until we fix a day we always loiter. When the 


}} by him authorized. has employed an attorney or soli- 


day is fixed we take care somehow or other to || 


get our business through. I would 
therefore, to name next Wednesday in the 
place of next Monday, at four o'clock. That 
will give ample time to get through with all 
the business, give sufficient notice to the Presi- 
dent of what we intend to do, and if he fails 
then to meet us in the spirit in which he ought 
to meet us we can adjourn and go home and 
leave the responsibjlity with him. I should be 


orefer, | 


unwilling to go away on Monday, giving only | 


two or three days’ notice. I have no doubt 
that by Wednesday he will have full time to 


fill all the offices, and therefore I move to | 


amend the resolution by inserting Wednesday | 


of next week. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That ques- 
tion is not up now. ‘The question now is on 
going into executive session. 

Mr. CAMERON. I am in favor of that, 
certainly. 

Mr. RAMSEY. 
executive session and settle the matter of 
adjournment to-morrow. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
cussion pretty nearly through now. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 29, nays 11; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Buckalew, Cameron, Cattell, Cole, 
Conkling, Cragin, Dixon, Doolittle, Drake, Fessen- 
den, Fowler, Frelinghuysen, Harlan, Henderson, 
Johnson, Morgan, Morrill of Maine, Morton, Patter- 
son of New 
Ramsey, Ross, Stewart, Sumner, Thayer, Van Win- 
kle, Wade, Willey, and Yates—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Chandler, Corbett, Da- 
vis, Ferry, Howe, Morrill of Vermont, Norton, Tip- 
ton, Trumbull, and Williams—11. 

ABSENT — Messrs. Bayard, Conness, Edmunds, 
Grimes, Guthrie, Hendricks, Howard. Nye, Pomeroy, 
Saulsbury, Sherman, Sprague, and Wilson—13. 


So the motion was agreed to; and the Sen- | 
ate proceeded to the consideration of executive | 
business ; and after some time spent therein, | 


the doors were reopened, and the Senate ad- 
journed. 


Fripay, April 12, 1867. 
Prayer by Rev. E. H. Gray, D. D. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 
THE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before 
the Senate resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of Massachusetts, ratifying the amend- 
ment proposed by Congress as a fourteenth 
article of the Constitution of the United States; 
which, on motion of Mr. SumNeER, were ordered 
to lie on the table, and be printed. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before 
the Senate a report of the Secretary of War, 
communicating, in compliance with a resolu- 
tion of the Senate of the 5th instant, a report 
of the Quartermaster General relative to the 
award for the transportation of Army stores 
on route No. 1; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 


EMPLOYMENT OF ATTORNEY BY THE TREASURY. 


Mr. CHANDLER submitted the following 
resolution ; which was considered by unani- 
mous consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the S ta f the T b 
directed to inform the Senate whether he, orang ne 


I hope we shall go into | 


We have got the dis- | 





[ampshire, Patterson of Tennessee, | 


| 


| 
| ceeded to consider the following resolution, | 
|| submitted by Mr. Fow.er: 





| 
} 





| stay longer. 


\ 


citor to represent that Department before the Court 
of Claims in certain causes pending in said court; if 
yea, what counsel or solicitor has been thus employed, 
and in what cases, what fee or fees has been or will 
be paid him for said services, and out of what fund, 
and under what law or authority he has been thus |! 
employed. 


MESSENGERS, PAGES, AND LABORERS. 

Mr. CRAGIN. The Committee to Audit || 
and Control the Contingent Expenses of the 
Senate, to whom was referred a resolution an- | 
thorizing the Sergeant-at- Arms to retain the 
messengers, pages, and laborers now employed || 
during the recess of Congress, have had it/|! 


under consideration, aud directed me to report || 
it adversely. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the 
Senator ask for the present consideration of 
the resolution? 

Mr. CRAGIN. 

There being no objection, the Senate pro- 


Yes, sir. 


Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Sen- | 
ate beauthorized and directed to retain the number | 
of messengers, pages. and laborers now employed | 
during the recess of Congress. 


The resolution was rejected. 
FINAL ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr. ANTHONY. 


business? 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The unfin- 
ished business of yesterday is the resolution 


What is the unfinished | 


on the subject of adjournment, which will be || 
1. 
read: 
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The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the Senate, at five 
o’clock p. m. on Saturday, the 13th instant, adjourn 
the present session sine die. 

Mr. SUMNER. I move that that resolution | 
be postponed until to-morrow. I think we are | 
not in a condition to proceed with it to-day. 

Mr. HOWE. I wish the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts would do me the favor to state how | 
the Senate will be better prepared to vote on 
this subject to-morrow than they are to-day. 

Mr. SUMNER. I will say that just in pro- 
portion as we draw to the close of our busi- 
ness we shall be better prepared to determine 
when we can adjourn finally. As we have not 
drawn to the close of our business, | submit 
we are not in a condition to fix the day. That! 
time may come; but I may remind the Senate | 
that there is in executive session still a good | 
deal of unfinished business, and there is much | 
more business that we have reason to expect. 
[ say ‘‘we have reason to expect,’’ because it | 
is well known that there are a great many of- 
fices that are still unfilled, and it is our duty | 
before we leave, so far as we can, and just so | 
far as it depends upon us, to see that they are | 
filled. 

Mr. HOWE. Will the Senator explain, if 
he can, how we are to accomplish this business | 
of filling these offices by staying here? It was | 
said yesterday that there were some fifty or 
sixty offices vacant. It is no worse for them 
to be vacant next month than it has been this | 
month. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
for nine months. 

Mr. HOWE. It is said that some have been 
vacant for nine months. If they ean be vacant | 
for one day they can be for a year. If they 
can be vacant for nine months they can for 
nine years. But there are only forty or fifty 
of them. We cannot fill them. It is impos- | 
sible for us to fill them if we stay here forever | 
alone. The Senator comprehends the difficulty | 
in the way just as well as I do; and I wish him | 
to inform me how we can fill them by staying | 
here. 

Mr. SUMNER. We can fill them by acting 


on nominations that are sent in, serene those | 





Some have been vacant | 








that are bad and confirming those that are good. 
I am afraid that comparatively few good ones | 
are sent in. That would require us to reject | 
more; but still that would compel us also to | 
We should stay, it seems to me, | 
until the offices are filled, rejecting those nom- 
inations that are bad and confirming those that | 
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, are good ; doing, in short, all we can as a Sen- 


ate to secure good officers, and I insist also 
officers on the right side, who agree with Con- 
gress and will sustain that policy which Con- 
gress has declared. I hope the resolution will 
be postponed until to-morrow. We shall be 


|| in a better condition then to act upon it. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I do not see 
how we can intelligently or with any degree 
of safety fix upon a day of adjournment at the 
present moment. I propose to offer a resolu- 
tion, which I send to the Chair and ask to 
have read, as explanatory of what I am about 


| to say. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be 
read for information. 

The Secretary read as follows : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to inform the Senate whether herhas 
any. further communication to make requiring its 
advice and consent, and if so what, and at what time 
it will suit his convenience to make such communi- 
cation, tothe end that the Senate may fix the day for 
its final adjournment. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
not in order now. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I do not offer 
itnow. I simply asked to have it read as the 
basis of a single suggestion that 1 propose to 
make. It seems to me we are not in a condi- 
tion to-day to agree upon a time for adjourn- 
ing, for the reasons that were fully stated yes- 
terday. And it seemsto me that we labor under 
another difficulty: that it is impossible for us 
to tell, or even guess, with the information we 
have, when we can be in a condition to ad- 
journ. Whether there are any more commu- 
nications of the kind upon which we have been 
acting, we have no right to know that.I am 
aware of. I suppose, from the ordinary course 
of affairs, we havea mght to presume there are 
& great many. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. “In cases whete we 
have rejected nominations recently, we know 
those offices are not filled. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. Undoubtedly. 
Then we have it within our own kpowledge that 
thereare certain commuhicationsto be received, 
and the probability is that there are commauni- 
cations of a similar character outside of those 
which have been sent tous. Now, it seemsto 
me that after the Senate has been here in the 
fifth month of its session, we have a right to 
know what communications, if any, the Presi. 
dent of the United States has to make to us 
upon this subject. We are convened in extraor- 
dinary session at an extraordinary period. 
What was the occasion for this session at all? 
At the commencement of an Administration I 
know it is usual—though extraordinary in one 
sense, it is ordinary in another—tor the Pres- 
ident to call the Executive Council into ex- 
ecutive session to aid him in inaugurating 
his Administration; but that is not the case 
here. This Administration was organized. 
When the new President came into his office, 
under the circumstances which it is not neces- 
sary for me to refer to now, he found this Ad- 
ministration organized. When we left here on 
the adjournment of the first session of the Thirty- 
Ninth Congress the Government was organ- 
ized; the ies were filled. Wecame back at 
the last session to find many of the old officers 
to whose appointment we had given our con- 
sent, and many of the officers whose names had 
been sent to us and our advice and consent 
asked to the appointment of, out of place. 
Now, sir, we are here in the fifth month of this 
session, every day of which the President has 
had an opportunity to communicate to the Sen- 
ate the appointments he had made in the vaca- 
tion. Itis not my purpose to stop here to com- 
ment upon how soon it was his duty to have 
presented these officers; but the fact undoubt- 
edly is to-day that there are many offices abso- 
lutely vacant in the country that are kept open 
in violation of law, and that because the Pres- 
ident of the United States has not even sent 
new appointments to the Senate, even at this 
length of time, some four or five months hav- 
ing elapsed. 

ow, all I have risen to say is that under 
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these circumstances I think the Senate of the 
United States, before it can be expected fo 
linger here without knowing how long we may be 
kept, ought to inquire respectfully of the Presi- 
dent what the state of the public business 18; 
whether he has further communications to 
make, and to what extent; what is the char- 
acter. of the communications, and how long 
they will require that we shall be kept here in 
extraordinary session. Of course I do not 
offer the resolution now; but I rose at this 
partieular moment to say that I concur in the 
views expressed by my colleague yesterday, 
that we are not in a condition to fix upon a 
day of adjournment, and in the remarks made 
by the Senator from Massachusetts this morn- 
ing. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Senate never was 
an@ never will be ready to adjourn. The Sen- 
ate never did adjourn without leaving import- 
ant business unacted upon, and never will be 
ready to adjourn until we fix the day. If by 
fixing a day it was rendered imperative that 
we should adjourn on that day, if we had not 
the power to extend the time, there would be 
force in the arguments adduced against this 
resolution; but if we find when Monday ap- 
proaches, or whatever day is fixed, that we are 
not ready to adjourn, we have only to extend 
the time. 
we have fixed a day of adjournment, receives 
notice that we desire to have from him all the 
communications that he thinks proper to make 
to us, and he will have ample time to do it. 
One day will suflice to transact all the busi- 


ness that is before the Senate and all that is | 


to come in; that is to say, if it can be done at 


all. Ifthe President will not send us nomin- | 


ations that we will confirm, and we will not 
confirm those that are sent to us, we may stay 
here forever without finishing the business; 
but if any accommodation can be arrived at 
between the two departments it can be done 
in one day just as well as it can be done in a 
mouth. I hope we shall fix a day of adjourn- 
ment. If we find that it is necessary to re- 
main longer every Senator will be ready to 
postpone the day; I certainly shall be. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. I concur in the view 
expressed by the Senator from Rhode Island 
that the proper mode to expedite business is 
to fix a time for an adjournment. I do not 
undertake to say what the fact is; but it is 
possible that nominations may be withheld by 
the President until it is ascertained that the 
Senate is about to adjourn, when those nomi- 
nations will be sent into the Senate, and the 
Senaie will be put to the necessity of rejecting 
those nominations, icening. the oflices vacant, 
or confirming such as the President may send 
to us. Now, sir, it is manifest that nomina- 
tions are sent here every day that might have 
been sent in weeks and months ago, and there 
may be nominations that will be sent in on 
the day we fix for an adjournment, If that 
is the policy—I do not undertake to say 
whether it is or not—but if it should be the 
policy on the part of the President, then I 
think we had better fix atime when we will 
adjourn, and that will bring those nominations 
to the Senate, and then, if in the judgment of 
the Senate it*be necessary to continue the ses- 
sion for the purpose of considering those nom- 
inations, or of securing others in place of those 
we may reject, the Senate can protract the ses- 
sion. But, as has been suggested, unless we 
do come to some agreement about the time of 
adjournment, Senators will drop off one by one ; 
there will be no quorum here in a very few 
days ; and much of the business will be left in 
an unfinished condition that might possibly be 
finished if the Senate should conclude to ad- 
journ at some given time. If we fix a day, and 
on that day the President should send nomina- 
tions to fill all the vacant offices, it may then 
be the judgment of the Senate that the inter- 
ests of the country require us to advise and 
consent to all of those nominations, irrespective 
of their political complexion and character, 
and so fill all the offices in the country, and 
give to the President that power which he 


The President, when he finds that | 
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seems endeavoring to exercise, and that is to | 


fill those places with men of his own political 
party. 

I think that our true policy is to agree upon 
some day for an adjournment. ‘That certainly 


| does not put it beyond the power of the Sen- 


| 


ate to extend the time if necessary. 
pression is that Senators will be induced to 
remain if there is a prospect that the session 
will terminate within two or three days. Sen- 
ators who now propose to leave may remain 
until the expiration of that time; but if there 


My im- | 


is no knowing how long this session is to con- | 
tinue, if it is to drag its slow length along here | 
from week to week, and we receive half a | 


who do not conceive it to be their duty to 
remain here under such circumstances, and 


who believe that the responsibility, if these | 
offices are not filled, will rest upon the power | 


whose duty it has been to make the nomina- 


tions in due time, and not wait until the last | 


day in the afternoon for the purpose of com- 
pelling the Senate to sanction such nomina- 
tions as may suit the feelings of the Execu- 
tive. I hope that we shall agree upon some 
time of adjournment. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, It seems to me 
that there would be a serious difficulty if we 
should fix say Monday for adjournment and a 
large number of nominations should be sent in 
on Monday which we did not approve of. We 
might not have the ability to extend the time. 
There might be no quorum here. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Then we could not act 
on nominations, 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN., Oh, yes. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Without a quorum? 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. We might if 
there was no question raised, 

Mr. ANTHONY. There would be as likely 
to be a question on the nominations as on the 
extension of the time. Undoubtedly there 
would be a question on the nominations. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I think then it 
is very clear that our true plan is to fix no 
time, but to stay here until we discharge our 
duties, until the offices are filled with good 
men, if it is a month or three months, and we 
can adjourn when our business is done on five 
minutes notice. I do not like, for one, to put 
myself in the position that we are to leave the 
offices on a given hour and a given day either 
vacant or fill them with just such nominees as 
are sent to us by the President. I think the 
resolution offered by *e Senator from Maine 
is very judicious. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore, The ques- 
tion is on the motion of the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr. SumMNER,] to postpone the 
further consideration of the resolution uatil 
to-morrow. 

The motion was not agreed to; there being 
on a division—ayes 14, noes 17. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I move to amend the 
resolution by striking out Saturday and insert- 
ing Tuesday. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
an amendment pending. 
Mr. FESSENDEN, 

ment? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. To strike 
out ‘‘Saturday, the 13th instant,’ and insert 
‘*‘ Monday, the 15th instant.”’ 

Mr, FESSENDEN. Whomade that motion? 

Mr. STEWART. I made that motion. 

Mr. FESSENDEN,. Will you not say Tues- 


day? 

Mr. STEWART. I am willing to make it 
Wednesday. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, We can continue it to 
Wednesday, if sesgeeaes. 

Mr. STEWART. Very well; I will say 
Tuesday, the 16th instant, at four o’ clock. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, I do not think we can 
safely fix on Monday. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Sen- 
ator from Nevada modifies his amendment by 
proposing Tuesday next at four o’ clock. 

r, ANTHONY. Whatever day we fix, 


There is 


What is the amend- 


we shall probably have to extend the time a 


| dozen nominations a day, there are Senators | 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


ae 






April 12, 
day or two. I think we had better fix Mon- 
day. We can extend the time if necessary 
Nobody will be opposed to extending it if itis 
necessary to do so. If we have not a quorum 
to extend the day, we certainly shall not hayo 


| @ quorum to transact business on controverted 





questions. I do not suppose the nominations 
to come in will be confirmed unanimously, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. My reason for suggest. 
ing Tuesday is this: we cannot very well tejj 
to-morrow, Saturday, what the state of the 
business will be; we can tell a great deal bet. 
ter on Monday; and it will be necessary to 
give notice or offer the resolution for an extep. 
sion of the session a day beforehand. Other. 
wise, it would be in the power of any one Sen- 
ator to prevent an extension of the time. We 
shall be in a better condition to know whether 
it is advisable to extend it on Monday than 
Saturday. 1 am myself satisfied, having taken 
some pains to inquire, that we cannot probably 
finish the business earlier than Monday, and 
it may go over till Tuesday. In reference to 
that fact of being obliged to make the motion 
a day beforehand in order to secure an exten- 
sion of the time so that it may be within the 
control of the Senate, I dpink we had better 
fix iton Tuesday. If we get through with the 
business on Moncey we can adjourn, as has 
been remarked, in five minutes. There will 
be no trouble in @hmiging it in that way, I 
think Tuesday would be a better day, and 
especially when we consider the fact, which 
we ought to take into consideration, that it is 
very well known that the President has been 
very unwell for several days, and we ought 
not to manifest a disposition to push him un- 
reasonably with reference to this matter. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Make it Tuesday, then. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The ques- 
tion is on the amendment offered by the Sen- 
ator from Nevada, to make the time of adjourn- 
ment Tuesday next at four o'clock. 

The amendment was agreed to, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The ques- 
tion now is on the resolution as amended. 

Mr. SUMNER. Now, I think this resolu- 
tion had better be passed over for the present, 
and that the Senate should take up and adopt 
the resolution of which the Senator from 
Maine [Mr. Morrii1] has given notice, and 
which is not now strictly before the Senate. 
Let us adopt that asa preliminary proceeding ; 
send the message directly by that resolution to 
the President, and give him an opportunity to 
communicate to the Senate his desires. It 
seems to me that that will be courteous, and 
it will be doing on our part all that we can in 
order to complete our work. I do fear that if 
we adopt a resolution which positively-fixes a 
time ofeadjournment we shall be in the con- 
dition which the Senator from Oregon has de- 
scribed, and which he did not seem very much, 
I confess, to depreeate, of being obliged at the 
last moment to accept nominations of the 
President, which otherwise we would reject. 
Now, I am disposed to stay here just as long 
as may be needed in order to reject every im- 
proper nomination, if it be all summer; and I 
think that is our duty. We all know that the 
President began a policy which he announced 
in his own expressive terms as one of ‘‘ kick- 
ing out of office.’’ We have endeavored to 
arrest that so far as we could, not always suc- 
cessfully, but to a certain degree we have suc- 
ceeded. Iam not disposed at the last moment 
to surrender the power that we have under the 
Constitution and allow him to ‘kick ont of 
office’ if I can help it. I will prevent any 
such proceeding on his part down to the last 
moment; and I will stay hare just as long as 
is needed for that urpose. I hope, therefore, 
that the Senate will not yet adopt the resolu- 
tion, even in its amended form, but that it 
will take up rather the proposition of the 
Senator from Maine. 

Mr. ANTHONY. If by staying here any 
length of time we should have any power to 
compel the President to send in nominations 
to suit us I would stay; but when we have 
rejected from one to ten successive nomiha- 
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tions for the same office, and th@tenth man 

s just as exceptionable as the first, it seems 

to me we may remain here until the next 
} 


reeular session and be just where we are now. 
We do n make any progress by remaining 





Mr. SUMNER. 
é severy day. 


ANTHONY. 


We have made great prog- 


I have not been able to 
see it. 

FESSENDEN. Oh, yes, we confirm 
the largest portion of those sent in. 

Mr. ANTHONY. We have always con- 
firmed the largest portion of those sent in. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Then the number is 
lessening from day to day. 

Mr. HENDERSON. TheSenator from Mas- 
sac +huse ‘tts thinks we ought to pass over the 
resolution proposing an adjournment to take 
up the re solution sugrestet | by the Senat orfron 
Maine, [Mr. Morrit L.| I really see no objec- 
tion to acting first upon the resolution of ad 
journment and then acting upon the resolution 
offered by the Senator from Maine. There is 
nothing inconsistent between them, the one 
with the other. I think it would be altogether 
proper, after we have fixed a day for adjourn- 
ing, to notify the President that we have fixed 
that day and ask of him to make such commu- 
nications to us as he desires to make in the 
nean time, 

Now, sir, I feel that there are a great many 
oflices yet to be filled, and that it is absolutely 
essential for us to take the responsibility of 
filling them; and so far as [am concerned I 
have consistently voted, and intend to do so, 
for men disagreeing with me in politics, pro- 
vided I think they are honest, capable, and 
fuithful. I shall not put any obs tacle myself 
in the way of filling these offices. There are 
some names in my State for which I cannot 
and will not vote. 

oa behooves us to say that we wish to adjourn. 

ill be utter! 
marked by 


mpossi ible, as has bee nm re- 
Se nt itors before me, to kee pa 
torum here much longer, and we ought to fix 
day in order that the heads of Departments 
may know that we intend to adjourn. There 
is as much responsibility upon those Depart- 
ments as there is upon the Senate. We must 
operate togethe r, we must couperate in order 
to fill these offices. The Senate has no power 
to fillthem without the nomination of the Pres- 
ident ; 
us, if he desires the offices to be filled at all, 
for which we can vote. [ presume that no 
very great objection will be made to men on 
account simp ily of their politics. There are 
some very Obnoxious men who cannot be voted 
for by the Senate; and so far as I am con- 
cerned [ am willing, and will take the respon- 
sibility of saying 


QO 
i 
i 


vacant rather than vote forthem. But there are 
but very few cases of that sort that I know of. 
Instead of returning to us names three or four 
times and asking us to reject them as many 
times, if the Departments would go to work 
and hunt up different names and send them to 
the Senate I think that in the course of a 
very short time the offices could be filled. I 
do not know how it is in other States, but in 
my own State the same name has been sent 
some two, three, or four times to the Senate, 
and we have been compelled as often to reject 
it. Now, there must be an end of this thing. 
It is unnecessary for the Senate to remain here 
for the purpose simply of repeating that opera- 
tion from day to ad ay. Let other names be 
sent, and speedily sent; as I understand it, 
when a rejection is made the President is in- 
formed of the matter immediately upon the 
same day, under a change of the rule; and in 
the course of a very short time the offices can 
be filled, if there is a desire on the part of the 
executive department to coUperate with the 
Senate in filling them. 

Between now and Tuesday next it seems to 
me almost all the otfices can be filled. We learn 


that there are not a great many of them. After 
we shall have fixed Tuesday for an adjourn- 
ment, then let us pass the resolution of the |! 


Ist Sess. 


40TH C ONG, No. eo. 


and the President must send names to | 


r, that the offices may remain | 


| me that such a resolution 


THE 


Senator from Maine and notify the President 


that we have fixed that time, by a little altera 
tion, and desire that any commu tions he 
vay have with the 


vious to the time indicated by us. Let him send 
t 








in the communications In time for us to a 

upon them before the day we may fix. If we 
remain here from day to day I suppose the 
President will come to the conclusion that we 


are just as willing to remain as he is to spend 
time in sending i in perhaps the same names 
from day to day. I think we should come to 
some conclusion. We cannot keep a quorum 
here much longer, as I have said before. We 
shall dwindle down until the Senate will be 
compelled to disperse. The President ought 
to be notified of that fact; and Tuesday it seems 
to me is the very latest day that we shall be 
able to keep a quorum here. It is unnecessary 
for Senators to say that it is our duty to re 
main. Sir, this is the see ‘ond or third week of 
this session, and it is high time that these « 
were filled: and between now and Tuesday it 

trikes meall of shes m can be filled, where there 

s any likelih« a codperation between the 
President and Senate : and if there is to be a 
dead-lock between us in regard to certain oflices, 
let that dead-lock take es ace between now and 
next Tuesday. Let it be distinctly understood. 

Mr. ANTHONY. T hey never will be filled 
as long as we remain here. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I think not. 

Mr. ANTHONY. The Senate and the Pres- 
ident will never agree. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Ido not see that we 
are coming nearer to aconclusion at all, exce pt 
that ve are confirm ng certain nomin lations 
that perh aps we could have confirmed itd 
ago. Weare confirming certain nominations 


fmces 


in dhiteicts where there is no especial contro- 


ersy. 
Mr. CONKLING. I-do not quite agree 
with the Senator from Missouri that the re is 
sistent in passing a resolution 
fixing a period to this session, and then call- 
ing upon the President after that for informa- 
tion which would be likely to show us at what 
time we might properly adjourn. It seems to 
, after fixing a period 
h we would adjourn, would be substan- 


nothing ine 


at whic 


tially calling for the evidence after deciding | 


the cause 

I should be glad, for one, to see such a com- 
munication as the Senator from Maine pro- 
poses sent to the President, with an addition 
which [ hope he will make, to the end that we 
may know, as far as he is willing to inform us, 
what occasion there is for prolonging the ses- 
sion. It will bea que stion of some interest to 


| the country when the session is over, if vacan- 


| member, 


cies remain, upon w hom the responsibility of 
such @ condition properly rests. I have no 
doubt myself where it belongs; and I have no 

ide x that it belongs to this body. For months 
the Senate has been here with eve ry opportu- 
nity to the President to make nominations. 
For months offices have stood vacant. Com- 
missions were issued in the former vacation, 
which expired on the 4th of March last, and 
in some instances, one in particular that I re- 
never until yesterday was a nomina- 
tion made. Nobody 1s responsible for that but 
the President of the United States, and nobody 
out he is responsible for the 
by day, in driblets, six or eight or ten nz ames 
come in here, rumor informing us all the time 


| that hundreds of offices ergo are vacant. 


I believe there is no reason why by Monday 
every nomination may not be before us. I 
know of instances where agreements have been 
made, as far as such a thing is the subject of 


| agreement between all parties, recognized and 


unrecognized by the Administration, made 
days ago, and names presented to which no- 
body objected; still they do not come here 
at all; but the Senate sits like the man who 
waited 
on dry foot. 

Now, sir, I should be glad, in place of a res- 
olution of adjournment, that we might pass such 


fact that now, day | 
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| many vacancies exist, and no pains 


| Senators from thie partic 


poses, with a modification to the end that the 


country may know it having 1} 
sub ( yur ¢ 

fi s mn. v i ( 

wy ‘ at ul I 

other « Sa nan r | 11 ed 
was returned again; rejected a s 

came back, and finally when tl was d { 
other names of an exceptionable chara 
were sent here. I think it is portant that 
the country should know precisely where the 








responsibility is as well as I think L knew 
where it is. 


One other word. Like the Senator from 
Massachusetts, I shall be verv glad. d ite 
convenience and despite personal nei ty of 
any kind, to sit here, no matte: 1 sO 
that in truth it is proved to ! ) 


stay so long in order to thwart the or ranized 
attempt which has been made to put up what 
is called the public patronage to be rafled for 
and won by those men who are ready to desert 


their principles and trample their convictions 
under foot, to the end, as it was elegantly 
expressed, that they might eat the Pt lent’s 


bread and butter. That is an issue which I, 
too, am ready to stay ar nd try out. 

Now, I hope that we shall fix no time at this 
moment to adjourn; but, omitting to do that, 
that we shall acquaint the President with the 
fact that we sit here, with little or nothing to do, 
waiting for him, while rumor informs us that 
is taken to 
see that they are filled. 

Mr. YATES. An appointment eannot be 
complete without the concurrence of the Ex- 
ecutive and the Senate. 
Executive to nominate, but that nomination is 
not complete until the Senate has exercised a 
duty equally inde pendent , and that is the duty 
= consenting to that nomination. I | 

gard the Senate occupies a p ‘iti yn quite as 
a pendent as the President of the United 
States. Now, sir, 'f the President of the Uni- 
ted States would consult and advise with the 
ular States there would 
be no difliculty whatever with regard to nomi 
nations; but he pe rsisten ly, and for party pur- 
poses, appoints men of his own px litical faith, 


| and without regard to the nominations of the 


Senators. In the district in which I reside he 
has sent here name after name of men who are 
objectionable, who are obnoxious on account 
of the position they occupy before the country 
and the position they have occupied in regard 
to the prosecution of the war. He has all the 


| time persistently refused to ado ypt the nowina- 


tions of the Senators. Now, sir, with whom 
is the responsibility? If he would exercise his 
duty and consult with the Senators, if he would 
have their advice and consent, he could send 
in nominations which we might confirm and 
sanction at once. Are we to sit here all sum- 
mer, and have names sent in here, as in the 
district in which I reside, name after name, 
until the number may be one hundred, as it is 


| some fifteen or twenty, I believe, in that dis- 


trict, and wait until the President shall see fat 
to consult with and advise with the Senate 
= these nominations? 


Gentlemen talk about responsibility. The 
responsibility is plain; it is marked. The 


President does not consult with the Senators 
from the different States, nor does he consult 
the wishes of the Senate here assembled, but 
persists in sending in men who are known for 
their advocacy of the Johnson policy and not 
of the policy of the Senate. say that we 
have the same right to reject that he has to 
appoint. If he refuses to send. in names 
which are acceptable to the Senate, and I might 
say acceptable to the majority of the Senate, is 


| it our duty, at the public expense, to sit here 


for the river to roll by that he might go || 


t} 
i} 


a resoltition as the Senator from Maine pro- |! 


in our plac es and wait for those nominations, 
objectionable as they are, from day to day and 


from week to week? Sir, the responsibility is 
with the President. The Senate should wait a 
reasonable time, as it has already waited, and 
then let the responsibility attach to where it 
properly belongs 
I am, therefore, in favor of fixing a day for 


y 
ch 


It is the duty of the. 


qe an tes 


2% 


ah Ae Rn 
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That of itself will be suf- 
to the President that we do not 

de his executive pleasure 

have proposed to have some 
ory body in saying who shall 

who are to fill the offices in the 
have no doubt about the course 
that we ought to pursue. It should be not 
only our pleasure, but it is our duty, to fix a 
period when this session shall terminate, when 


an adjournment. 
ficient notices 
: ' 
intend here to 
alone . but that we 
mirt as the ndvi 
@ the office: 


country. | 


the people shall know that Congress has finally | 


adjourned, and that the President himself shall 
be advised that we cannot await his pleasure 
ill the time, receiving a few nominations a 
day, five or six, when there are hundreds to 
be nominated. Are we to await his pleasure? 
| should be willing to wait if I thought he was 
sick, and honestly sick, all the time; but that 
is not the plea which is urged. Because we 
will not abide his dictation, because we will 
not indorse his nominations made from day to 
day, therefore the responsibility is to attach to 
the Senate! I repudiate the doctrine. We 
ought to fix upon a time for adjournment, 
notify the President, and stand before the 
country on the issue. 

Mr. HOWE. I thought yesterday that the 
Senate ought to fix upon a time for adjourning; 
[ thought so the day before; and I said so on 
both days. I am not so sure that I was right. 
[ learn there is a preliminary question to be 
settled, and that is, whether the Senate has the 
power of adjourning. I understand that we are 
here waiting upon the President; we are here 


beeause he told us fo come here; and we are | 


to stay here until he tells us we may leave. | 
do not know that this is not the fact, and that 
my friend from Maine is not right in proposing 
to ask the President whether there is really 
any necessity for our staying here any longer 
or not. Ido not learn that this is the view of 
the President himself. I have no authority for 
saying that. But my attention has been called 
this morning to an article in the National In- 
tellivgencer. 
the President’s views. Whether the 
President supports its views or not I am not 
informed; but the article is entitled ‘* The 
President and the Senate,’’ and it reads: 
“*The President may, on extraordinary occasions, 
convene both Houses, or either of thom.’ The Sen- 
ate, as a branch of the executive power, has been 
often convened in special session for the purpose of 


acting upon nominations or treaties to be communi- 
cated to them. 


supports 


place, President Jackson, for instance, could have 
summoned the Senate to meet at the ‘ Hermitage.’ 


“The Senate, when called by proclamation, is | 


called ‘for grave and weighty reasons.’ When the 
business of the Senate is disposed of, it is usual for 
the body to adopt a resolution appointing a com- 
mittee to wait on the President and inform him that 
they are ready to adjourn, unless he has some fur- 
ther communication to make, : 

* The Senate, in its present session, was specially 
called, and for special purposes. Those purposes 
have not been accomplished, The President has 
sent In nominations to fill the vacancies in nhumer- 
ous important offices, and the Senate has, in most 
instances, rejected them on mere party grounds. 
The President cannot well permit’”— 
I wish the Senate would listen. 
believe they understand this— 
“The President cannot well permit the Senate to 
leave such ‘grave and weighty’ matters unfinished. 
Me cannot cease to discharge his own duties because 
they refuse to perform theirs.” 

Now, how far this is to be regarded as an 
official communication, I am sure it is not for 
me to say. Perhaps my friend from Connec- 
ticut could inform us on that point. 

Mr. DIXON, 


attached to that article ? 

Mr. HOWE. No, sir; there is none. There 
are quite a number of articles here to which 
no name is attached. 

Mr. DIXON. Then, I take it, it is not 
official. 

Mr. HOWE. Here we are informed that 
the President will. not permit us to leave at 
present ; that we have not done our business ; 


that he has further occasion for our services | 
here, and we cannot go home because he will | 


not let us. Now, I think if this is so the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts must be right, and we 


| settled. 


[t is a newspaper which I believe | 


The President may, at his pleasure, | 
call the Senate at any time, and to meet him at any | 


I do not | 


As the Senator has referred | 
to me, I will inquire whether any name is | 
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ought to lay aside this motion to adjourn and 
this talk about adjourning, and take up the 
resolution of the Senator from Maine and alter 
it alittle. I think it is rather rough, rather 
harsh, as now expressed. Let us reform it 
into a simple a respectful inquiry whether 
the President has any serious objections to our 
going home at present ; or if so, when he will 
be graciously pleased to let us go home. 
[Laughter.] We should get then precisely 


the information that 1 want myself, because | 


that is what I am anxious for, to know when I 
may go home; and that will get us the infor- 


mation which this newspaper thinks we must | 


have before we can get away without a revolu- 
tionary proceeding on our part. I am opposed 
to revolutions here or elsewhere. Iam a law- 
and-order man myself. 
to stay here as long as it suits the pleasure 
of the President of the United States you will 
see me staying, a happy, if not a contented 
man. But it is the point of law that | wish 
I will give 
Connecticut to settle it. 
Mr. DIXON. The Senator from Wisconsin 
{Mr. Howe] yesterday, with that candor which 
always adorns everything he says, said that if 
he were President of the United States he 
would have done precisely what the President 
has done with regard to removals from office. 
He said that the President had a perfect right 
to do it; and that he should have done it if 
he had been in his place. I was particularly 
struck by it at the time, and I proposed to reply 
to it then. He said the President had done 
what he would do under the same circum- 
stances, and in fact it was justifiable. There 


was a little inconsistency between that and what || 
| an irony which distinguishes him as much a; 


the Senator said nearly a year ago, when he 
invented, I might almost say, a phrase when 
he spoke of the ‘‘ bread-and-butter brigade,”’ 
and denounced the idea that anybody should 
be appointed to office merely with reference to 
lis political views. 


Now, sir, there was a great deal of truth in | 
| what the Senator said yesterday. 
| wasin many respects right. No doubt he would 


The Senator 


have done precisely the same thing; and I have 
no doubt almost every Senator would have 
done the same thing—appointed officers who 
agreed with him in sentiment. At any rate, 
this Senate has followed that rule pretty 
thoroughly in all its proceedings, in its com- 
mittees, in its appointments of executive ofli- 
cers connected with the Senate, and in all 
respects, and in confirmations. One Senator 
has avowed here the determination—the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, now absent, [ Mr. 
Witson,] and his colleague has also justified 
and approved it—that he would consent to the 
appointment of no man in his own State who 
did not agree with him in political sentiment; 
and he has said somewhat boastingly that by 
insisting upon that rule he had procured the 
appointment in the State of Massachusetts in 
every single instance of radical Republicans. 
After the Senator from Wisconsin had de- 
clared that the President had only done what 


| was right, and what he would have done under | 


the same circumstances, the Senator from 


Maine, [Mr. FessenpEN,] with the candor | 
| which also illustrates everything that he says, 


announced to the Senate that the President had 
some rights as well as the Senate. It seemed 
to surprise the Senate to a certain extent to 
hear from that distinguished Senator such an 
enunciation. 
a right to nominate whom he pleased ; I believe, 


without any qualification whatever, or possibly | 
|| with a qualification, that he nominated men who || 
| were not obviously and palpably unfit 





Mr. FESSENDEN. Aconstitutional right. 

Mr. DIXON. He hadaconstitutional right 
to act according to his own discretion; in short, 
precisely the same right that the Senate has 
with regard to confirmations. Whatever right 
the Senate has with regard to a discretion upon 
a confirmation the President has as to a dis- 
cretion on a nomination. I believe the lan- 


If the law requires me | 


ray to my friend from 


friend from Nevada [Mr. Nye] expressed ; 








He stated that the President had | 
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the advice and consent of the Senate, appoint 
certain officers. Must he consult the Senate 
ou the nomination? Notatall. Hemay nom. 
inate whom he pleases, but until the advice and 
consent of the Senate is given he cannot 
appoint. The appointment is incomplete; the 
nomination falls to the ground unless the Sey 
ate consent to it. 

Now, sir, there is a great deal said about the 
Senate going away and leaving their duties here 
unfinished because they cannot agree in the 
President's nominations. The President mig\t 
just as well saythat he would leave. He would 
have just as good a right to say that he would 
leave the White House and go off on some 
journey. What do the people care about our 
convenience? Our business is to stay here, 
This is our place. Here is ourduty. Suppose 
the President of the United States should say 
to us that now being somewhat out of health, 
he desired to take a pleasure trip, he wished 


| to take a voyage to recruit his health, and 


therefore complained of us because we kept 
him here. He would have as good a right to 
do it as we have to complain of him. I doubt 
very much whether very great sympathy will 
be excited in the minds of the people for this 
suffering Senate. We have voted ourselves a 
permanent salary of $5,000 a year. Let us 
stay here and earn it if we possibly can. | 
agree that while both Houses of Congress were 


'in session there was some anxiety expressed 


on the part of some lest we should do some 
harm; but since we are powerless as to legi 
lation I have seen nothing of that kind. My 


fear that we should do harm if we stayed 
twenty-four hours longer. He intimated, with 


candor does my friend from Wisconsin, that 
he thought we had better adjourn lest in twenty- 
four hours we might ruin the country. 

Now, sir, let us stay here. Let us perforin 
our duty. The President is performing his. 
He is sending in nominations every @@y. Once 
Senator has stated that he has sent them in in 
driblets. He is obliged todo so. He cann 
nominate them all at once, especially when he 
finds this body so fastidious and so particular 
as to the character of the men. He has sent 
in hundreds who have been rejected. He has 
sent here the names of distinguished officers, 
men who have fought and bled for the country, 
while we have been reclining at ease here in 
our seats, and we have rejected them merely 
for political reasons. Under those circum: 
stances I think the President is justified in 
being somewhat slow and somewhat cautious 
in sending in names to us. 

The Senator from Wisconsin has read from 
the Intelligencer an article which says that the 
President cannot permit us to leave. There is 


‘no doubt that the President has power with 


regard to that. The Constitution gives him 
the right to call us together; and I am inclined 
to think that if we fix a day to adjourn next 
week, and do adjourn, he will then have a right 
to call us together, if he should find a hundred 
ora thousand vacancies in offices, especially 


| since we have passed a law that there can be 


no active employment of a man after his rejec- 
tion without a penalty. Iam not certain that 
he would not have the right, and that it would 


| not be his duty to recall us. Pappase he should 
| do it; I do not know that he thinks of such a 





thin 

Mr. HOWE. But is the Senator advised as 
to what he will do in case he calls and we do 
not come? 

Mr. DIXON. He may ‘‘call spirits from 
the vasty deep,’ ‘‘but will they come?’ 
Suppose we had not come when he called us 
last week. Suppose we had gone away. He 
told us that there was important business, 


|| that there were weighty matters requiring our 
| attention. 


We have decided by a vote, ac- 
cording to the papers—I do not know whether 


/it is so or not—of 37 to 2 upon a certain 
|| question that he submitted to us, a weighty 


guage of the Constitution is that the President || question; a question involving the acquisition 


of t 


e United States may nominate and, with li of sixty such States as Massachusetts in size 
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in point of territory, nearly four hundred thou- 


sand square miles of territory. That was one 
f the subject 


Mr.. HOWE. There is no difference of 
opinion between my friend and myself that 
there has been important business for us to 
ttend to. The Senate agreed to that. The 
Senate answered the President's proclamation 
convening us. Butsuppose the Senate should 
come to “the conclusion next week or month 
that there was no longer any important bugi- 
ness requiring their staying here, and the 
President should still think we had not done 
our business, and would order us, as this 
aper suggests, still to stay, and we should 
hoose to leave, what would the President 
do? ‘The Senator thinks he has power to ae it. 

Mr. DIXON. That order will! be prec sely 
like the order for the other session in its legal 
cnaracter and effect. We eould treat it just as 
we did that, or in any other way. He has 
just as good a right to issue such a proclama- 
tion now as then. Itis for his discretion to 
say whether weighty matters do require our 
attention. If he thinks SO, | suppose he has 
a right to issue a proclamation to that effect. 
At any rate, other Presidents have done so, 
and I do not believe the Senator will suggest 
an impeachment on that ground. 

HOWE. Not at all, on his issuing a 
proclamation ; but it is the effect of the proc- 
lamation. ‘The Senator will comprehen 1 
difficulty. The question is whether | may go 
home if the Senate vote that I may. That is 
+} 

t} 


1 
i 
( 


i¢@ oint. 

Mr. DIXON. If the President sees fit to 
issue a proclamation inviting our attendance, 
and the Senator goes home, he will go, on his 
own responsibility, and not ask me whether 
he has a right to do so. He must judge for 
himself in regard to that. I know what | 
should do. If I were, as at present, in a 
good state of health, I should come here 
If I did not come here, [ should ask the Sen- 
ate to excuse me. I should not go to tl 

President for an excuse, but to the Senate. 
If the Senator wishes togo home and practice 


law in Wisconsin—I have no doubt there are 
many clients Wailing his attention or to at 
tend to important business, or if he wish 


to go On an excur ion to the West, I should 
respectfully recommend him to ask the con- 
sent of the Senate in such an event. 

But, sir, we refuse to confirm nominations, 
and then we complain of the Pres ae nt, and 
say we must go home by a certain da The 
truth of it is just here ina nutshell: the . Presi 
dent has a right to nominate whom he please 
he is not bound to render any reason for his 
nominations. We havea right to reject whom 
we please; and as long as we take it upon our- 
selves to reject nominations which are sent 
here by the President of the United States, 
our bounden duty is to stay and receive other 
nominations. We know when we reject a 
aomination that the Presid nt is bound to send 
m another name for that office. Weare bound 
lo stay and act uponit. In my judgment, if 
we ke ep on refus} 


ng to confirm nominations, 
as we have done, we ought to stay here all 
summer to receive others, and not complain 
of the President. 

Mr. ANTHONY. Is ippo I am respon- 
sible for bringing on this d lebate , as I called 
up this resolution. I have no doubt if we re- 
main here longer than the time indicated for 
the adjournme nt in this resolution, as amended, 
we shall break up for want of a quorum, and 
then it will be impossible for us to transact the 
business which we can transact if we fix a day 
and notify the President, so that he may se nd 
in nominations. But so many Senators prefer 

he former course that I move that the Senate 
prot eed to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness. [* Oh, no.’’] 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The first 
question will be upon that motion. 

_ Mr. SUMNER and Mr. MORTON called 
for the yeas and nays; and they were ordered. 

Mr. i ERRY. It does seem to me that the 


decision of this question, after all, is but a mat- || 
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ter of plain practical common sense. We 
know substantially what we are here for, wl 
we are to wait here for; that is to ratify cer 
tain nominations which the President is ex- 
pected to make. We know, too, that if those 
nominations are made they can be made in a 
very brief space of time, and that our action 
upon them will take but a very brief space of 
time. It seems to be agreed th: at there is time 
enough between to-day and next Tuesday both 
to make the nominations and to act upon them ; 
and therefore it has seemed to me from the 
beginning better that we should fix a period 
by which time the work before uscan be done, 
to operate as a notification to the Executive 
that we are prepared to de that work; and 
then if he fails of his duty let us adjourn and 
go home, and the country will find out where 
the responsibility lies, where it properly be- 
longs. ‘lo hold that we are bound to stay 
here all summer, when the real practical work 
to be done both by the Executive and Senate 
is that whichwe all know can be accomplished 
in this short space of time, is to talk absurdly. 
I hope that the Senate will not go into ex- 
ecutive session at present, but that we shal! 
dispose of this matter, and pass this resolution 
to adjourn next Tuesday. ‘Then if the nomi- 
nations come in, I should not be prepared to 
say that | would vote to reject nominations of 
capable men simply upon the gro yund of polit 
ical differences, in the present co ndition of the 
country. Letus do that which is necessary 
for carrying on the business of the country ; 
confirm suitable and capable men for such 
offices as must be filled for the purpose of the 
collection of the revenues and other great 
purposes which must be accomplished during 
the recess. 1 hope the Senate will not go into 
exccutive session. 
Mr. MORRILL, Vermont. Mr. Presi- 
dent, the fact that the Senate can consume, on 
successive days, hours in the discussion of a 
question of adjournment shows conclusively 
that we have rew he i the adregs of the session, 


and proves to my mina, at ali events, that we 


Inay adjourn very speedily without auy great 
} 1 2 7 ‘ 

detriment to the pubiic interests. We came 
here, and it was not anticipated | presume by 
any Senator that we should be detained more 


than ten or twelve days, and yet we have been 
here for a much longer period. lam anxious, 
for one, to puta s} yur in the l;xecutiveanda spur 
in the Senate, for | believe there is no Senator 
who remains here with greate r pe rsonal incon- 
venience than I do, and yet it has not been my 
purpose to desert my place here as long as | 
could be usetul, or as iOng as I thought any 
Senator could be useful. Now, it strikes me 
that if we pass a resolution fixing the time of 
adjournment it is a notice to the President and 
also a notice to ourselves that we will perform 
our duties in the most expeditious manner 
possivie. 

| am not in favor of the resolution of the 
Senator from Maine. I do not propose, for 
one, to ask the Dre sident whether it is con- 
sistent with the public interests for us to adjourn 
or not. | should be quite willin 
Lhe President that we had fixed é 
- we proposed to adjourn, and ask if he 
had any further communications to make, or 
something of that character. I trust, there- 
fore, that we shall agree to adjourn certainly 
as early as Tuesday, and would pref 
day. I think that we cai Lae rform all of our 
legitimate duties by that time lf there is any 
responsibility about any vacancies, we know, 
and the country well knows, where the responsi- 
bility lies 

Mr. CHAN Y DLER. When the proposition 
was before Congress to adjourn I opposed it 
both by my votes and my advocacy. I was 
opposed to the adjournment of Congress. 
While Congress was in session we had a rem- 
edy for any ill that might befall us; but the 
Senate is powerless. [| notice that the men 
who were the most anxious to adjourn Con- 


| gress are the men most opposed now to ad- 


journing the Senate. I believe that is so 


without a single exception ; the men who voted | 
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every time to adjourn Cc ongress now vote every 
time to ke e Pp the Se nate in session. 

Mr. ANTHONY. You must make an ex- 
ception of the Senator from Massachusetts, 
{| Mr. SUMNER. ] 

Mr. CHANDLER. That Senator is a little 
erratic in this instance, and I will make an 
exception in his case. | Laughter. ] 

Now, sir, the Senator from Connecticut [Mr 
Drxon] says that any and every Senator would 
do precisely as the President is doing in regard 


to appo intments and removals from office. Let 


the Senator decide for himself. Ido not think 


that every Senator if elected by a political 
party would turn traitor to that party and nom 
Che Senator might, 
but not every Senator on this floor. He speaks 
for himself, and I have no doubt he speaks 
truly for himself; but 1 wish to take myself 
out from that catalogue, and I would fain be 
lieve a large majority of the members of this 
body. Sir, there are very few men here who 
would turn traitors to a party that elected them, 
not to say at the same time traitors to their 
country. 

Mr. President, every hour that we defer the 
adoption of this resolution extends this session 
by that identical hour. Yesterday we could 
have passed a resolution, and it would have 


inate its enenuies to office 


been just as efficient, to adjourn on Monday, 
as will be the resolution of to-day to adjourn 
on Tuesday. Let us postpone it until to 

morrow, and it will be delayed to Wednesday. 

Let us postpone it until next Monday, and it 
will still be another day behind. All we have 
to do is*to notify the President that we mean 
to leave on such a day, and that he may send 
in such nominations as he deems fit before that 
day arrives; and if they are proper and suita- 
ble men we will confirm them, and if they are 
not we will not. I have no idea of staying 
here all summer to reject Copperheads and 
traitors, as he may see fit to send them in, or 
bread-and-butter men. We have rejected in 
30me instances as many as five or six or seven 
or eight sets, and I am willing to reject fifteen 
1r twenty if he will send them in fast enough ; 
but [ will not stay here all ae waiting his 
leasure to send them in. As I said yesterday, 
1e knows just exactly how to have every one 
of these oftie es filled. ‘They were filled by Mr. 
Lincoln with good, responsible, reliable Union 
Republicans. Those responsible, reliable 
Union Republicans were removed by Andrew 
Johnson to make place for unreliable, irrespon- 
sible Copperheads in most cases, or bread-and 

butter men, who are worse, in al! the rest of 
the cases. 

Now, sir, I am willing to give him until next 
Tuesday. Itisaday too long. I should pre- 
fer to have passed the original resolution to 
adjourn last Wednesday, and I would rather 
pass it now without any amendment. [ hope 
that we shall not go into executive session or 


p 
| 


do any other given thing until we settle this 
question of adjournment. I[ hope we shall 
remain in open session until the day is fixed, 
and | shall vote for the e arliest day propose od, 
if it be to-morrow at twelve o'clock. 

Mr. CRAGIN. Mr. Pr re ae l am quite 
as anxious to adjourn as any other Senator 
resent, | believe; but it strikes me that be 
yre we can fixa time of adjournment, or before 
we should fix a time or say anything abont it, 
we should clear the Calendar; we should do 
the business that the President has already sent 
us todo. The President ealled us together on 
the lst of April. He said there was occasion 
for an extraordinary session of the Senate. 
This he had a right to do by the Constitution. 
This is the eleventh day that we have been in 
session here. So far as my knowledge goes 
at an extraordinary session of the Senate there 
has never been a day fixed for adjournment 
by the Senate until a committee has been 
ap ointed to wait upon the President to know 
if he has any further communication to make 


Y 
t > 
‘ 
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to the Senate. It is not like a session of Con- 
gress, when we can adjourn at any time. Sup- 
yose that we should agree to adjourn next 
Tuesday or Wednesday and the business way 











not finished: the President cou d. by procla- 
mation. Ca i , ! very next day. I 
} petore i n il was passed 
yea! i 1 th su , and wish 
! i ylution intro- 
duced Mr. Lane Kansas, at t called 
in M 1865 
ita yu ‘ istin ftwomem- 
pointed to wait upon the President of the 
5 | | ‘ ind inform him that unle a3 h > have 
Pil nintin uti 1 to mat ine Penate igs 
I $ present sion by an adjournment 
; ‘ | 
: If we are ready to adopt such a resolution as 
to-day, | am willing to vote for it; but 
ve are | am opposed to fixing any time 
idjournment. Lam in favor of ¢ r on 
with our business until have clof 1 it, nd 
en we eun saonpt ich a re olution a i 
lam in favor of going into executive ion 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. 1] ayn my honorable 
friend from New H mp hire will find t that 
the re yhut on that is ae ed previous 
to ana | ourument although the ins has been 
previously {ixe dl y a resolution of the b dy or 
a resolution of Congress. A day is fixed, and 
as we approach the bour we then formally send 
a committee to the President informing him 
: that unlessthere be other business to detain us 
we are ab mL to adjourn, and communicate by 
this committee with the President upon Soe at 
ibject, and they return and inform the body 
rat the President has no further saninenenahae 
tions to make, and then theadjournment occurs. 
| donot think that that res cone isaprecedent 
control us in sisia dant at all. I agree 
entirely with those gentlemen who say it is 
advisable for us to fix some day of : \djournment ; 
tix it sufficiently far in advance, if you please 
but let theday when we desire to bring the ses- 
1 te termination be named. Then, as a 
natter of course, if the President, just before 
on came to a termination, should have 
y linportant business to communicate, by 
irming th ‘nate of that fact we could 
eal extend the time of adjournment. But 
§ fix some day by way of notice tothe 
i ie! we desire to come to a termina- 
on a certain day, and it will aid us in 
oaching the termination and settlement of 
Huis bu Hess. 
While | am up, I desire to say, once forall, a 
gle word in relation to the poliey pursued 
ithe subiect of appointments to othice. it 
only in very extreme cases, | believe, that 
he Senate of the United States in its whole 
history has ever rejected men who have been 
nominated for appointments to oflice by the 
President upon political ground. When a man 
nominated the simple question to be con- 
den red by the Senate has almost always been 
vhether he is fit for the otliee, whether he has 
eapacity for the ofhce and can discharge the 
luties of the office, and subserve the public 
terestas, 
ut it is said that we are now in an extraor- 
linary position of affairs. Sir, | admit that 
case now existing is somewhat extraordi- 
’ ary; but L donot think that there is anything 
in this ease, extraordinary as it is, which jus- 
ties the Senate in the course which has been 
red by some, I do not say by all, that they 
she yuld reject men for their political opinions. 
It is well known that there has arisen a differ- 
ence Of opinion among those persons who 
eleeted Lincoln and Johnson to the Presi- 
dency and Vice xn wee * in 1864. In that 
difference of opinion these gentlemen are just 
as sincere upon the one side as the other. | 
do not charge upon men who differ with me 
that they are traitors. I do not charge that 
hey are dishonest or dishonorable, that their 
notives are not patriotic, that they are not 
incere, that they are not earnest. What I 
accede and accord to them I simply claim for 
myself; and [ believe to-day that although a 
. ference of opinion has arisen between Mr. 
lohnson and a majority of the members of 
is body on the great question of reconstruc- 
tion, Mr. Johnson is just as honest, just as! 
2 sincere, just as patriotic, and would mice just 
; 
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fice, even to the 


as much personal sac sacri- 
fice of his life, if it were necessary, as any 
Senator on this floor. I believe that he is just 
as earnest and as honest. You may say he is 
mistaken, if you pease; you may say that he 


h you in this new 
ion of a new policy. 

. it is but a very short time ago that the 

Senator from Massachusetts, [Mr. Scmner, } 

the ‘upant of the chair, and three 


in not traveling wit 
in the directi 


has erred 


progress, 
4 ’ 
sir 


present oc: 


or four other gentlemen now acting with the 
majority, stood alone in favor of this new 
poucy ; the majority stood where I now stand. 
But, sir, | do not complain of other men, be- 


their former 
‘I hey y may believe that I 
President is wrong in 
have stood in our views of 
re ruction. They have 
} well as I have to 
perfectly sincere and honest, 
doubt; and | claim the same for 
and for the President of the United 

| have never seen anything to shake 
fidenee in his sincerity, that he 
is perfectly patriotic and sincere in the pur- 
poses and the principles which he has avowed. 

Sir, I stand not here to bandy epithets with 
any Ithough the Senator from Mich- 
igan very olten talks about men being traitors 
to their party, traitors to their principles, when 
they are just he, and when in 
their convictions and in the course they pursue 
they are ready to defend them, here or else- 
where, on this occasion and on every other. 
While I question not his sincerity, while I do | 
not charge him with being atraitor to his party 
yr atraitor to his principles, [ shall be pre- 
pared to maintain and to show as | think that 
the Senator from Michigan and those who act 
with him have changed their position. 
not now say they have taken a wrong position. 
I am not ar; guing that, but they have changed 
their pos sition. They have taken what they 
call perhaps an advanced position. They have 

nade progress perhaps when I have not made 
it. But, sir » | havenot made progress, 
that I have bane d the ground on which | 
stood not follow at all. You may 
that | have not kept pace WI ith others who st ood 
with me then; but because [I stand upon the 
prineiples upon which | fought the great battle 
put down this rebellion, as I understand 
them, because I stand fighting for the 
tution and its supremacy, because I 


, inf } 
cause they are satisfied that 
was wrong. 
that the 


here we 


now 
position 
am wrong, 
tanding v 
the true policy of onst 
a right to their Opinion as 
mine. ‘They are 

{ have no 
my elf 
se 


states. 


my con entire 


Senator, a 


Sincere as 


as 


f be eat 


does say 


to 
Consti- 
believe 


that reconstruction could be made under the 
Constitution which our fathers gave us, I am 
not to be denounced, nor are those who act 


with me to be denounced, as being traitors to 


our cause or traitors to our principles. 


Without arguing this question, in a single 
word I can state the precise difference be tween 
the policy of the Administration and the policy 
of the majority here. The policy of the A¢ 1- 
ministration has been reconstruction under 
the Constitution. You, the majority, say, ‘‘ Re- 
construction cannot be made under the Con- 
stitution at all; we must have a new constitu- 
tion to have any reconstruction.’’ That is pre- 
cisely what you say. You say nothing less 
rw wn th at. You say that under the Constitu- 
tion as our fathers made it there shall never 
be any representation from the States of the 
South ; there : shall be a new Constitution; it 
shall be made over again; it shall be amended. 
I do not propose to go into the argument of 
that question. Perhaps youare right ; perhaps 
lam wrong in all this; but I have been sincere 
in my convictions. Those who have acted with 
have been as sincere in their convictions 
as those who have acted against me. I simply 
say this, and [ go into the argument no farther 
than to say that there isa difference of opihion, 
and that difference of opinion is honest and 
sincere. 

Therefore, Mr. President, there being that 
difference of op inion which has arisen since 
the election of Mr. Johnson, it being conceded, 


me 


1s it must be, that he is just as sincere in his 
opinioms as we 
respect 


he is entitled to 
United States, 


are in 0 
as President of 


urs, 


the 


i 
i 


GLOBE. 


[ do | 
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us In ONinion: and 


though he differs with 


th refore, from the whole history of G 
ernm ‘3 iy thatt n has always) 

t! l ec the Py siden 1h flies t in y 

he nominates men for positions which g 
ate are called upon to confirm the S 

always consulted the simple ques n wi 

they we re men fit to fill the offices, i 

if aman is nominated who has changed }yic 
principles for the sake of getting an office } 
is not fit for oe office; Ido not care what pre. 
tense he may hold out. If he pretends that 
he is in favor of the policy of th > President to 
get a nomins ition, or pretends to b in favor 


of the policy of Congress to get a confirmation 
and that pretense is false, he is unfit for 

I dislike a man who holds a doyh}; 
1 want him and honest and 


position. 


face. to be frank 


have an opinion, and not profess one thi 

to-day and another thing to-morrow. I simply 
say this: that the Senate, in my judgment, js 
called upon in passing upon nominations to 


pass upon the question of fitness, integri 
capacity. 

FESSENDEN. [ should like to ask 
my friend a question if he has no objection, 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Certainly. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The 
admits that a man who cl 
for the of 
firr ned, 

| Mr. DOOLITTLE. That is a question, in 
my mind, which goes to his integr 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I will ask 
| was the spec ifie obje ct of the celebrate | lett 
| to which I think his name was attached, 
not it was franked by him very y Inrgely « 0 
the United States in all quarters, 
holders, asking them to communicate the fret 
whether they agreed to the holding of the 
Philadelphia convention. What was the ob- 


Senator says he 
his 


langes } 
to be ( 


sake office ought not 


to oil 


|| ject which prompted that letter ? 


ge 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. 
ten to men known—— 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Office-holders. 
DOOLITTLE. Not merely to office- 
holders. The letter was addressed to a g1 
many persons to know what their views were 
in relation to the Philadelphia convention. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I was not 
I never heard of its being addressed . 
body who had been a member of the Repub 
lican party, excepting those holding offi 
the time. Certainly it was not 
others in our section of the country. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I certainly do not know 
to what gentlemen the letter may have been 
‘sent after; it was published circular fi 
but I knew the letter was 


That was a letter writ- 


aware, and 


+ 
sent t 


addressed, so ti rus 
| was concerned, to men of distinction, men in 
office and men out of office; and the most im- 


portant answer, or one of the most important 
| remember to have received, was a letter which 
I received from General Dix. Another that I 


received was from Mr. Alexander Mitchell, of 
Milwaukee, a distinguished citizen of our State, 
who never held an office or desired to hold an 
oflice. 

I have answered the question of the honor- 
able Senator frankly. Of course it is a qui 
tion that I had no objection to his putting. 
there is any implication in the question that I 
ever wrote a letter to an individual for the pu 
| pose of asking him to change his opinion fi 
an office I simply say it is without any founda- 
tion whatever. 1 despise a man who will chang 
his opinion for the sake of an office, or who in 
the Senate will make a speech one way and 
vote another. I want to see men true to their 
convictions and stand fast by them in good and 
in evil report, insunshineandinstorm. Those 
are the men that command my respect. 

Having answered all that necessary, I 

think, to the inquiry of the Senater, I will pro- 
ceed with the few remarks I intended to submit 
to the Senate. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to have 
the Senator state whether his remark, that he 
despised men who made speeches one way aud 


if 
il 


is 


| voted the other, referred to me? 


| Mr. DOOLITTLE. 


Never. 








oe 
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Mr. FESSENDEN. I thought not. 1 did 


] n c | i ved to th ent 

Mr. DOOLITTLE., I have always resp: 
; ipie Senat ir ‘ t ' 
( ‘ ns. 


Mr. NYE. Will the Senator allow me to 
Ith a | 


PLeSLION : 


Mir. DOOL!} 





1 } I y ! | S 
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t my b ora I ais l l t \ n, 
and the! e | dec re 





e Sel O ho f i 5 respect, 
by calling his atten 1toa l 
\I DOOLITTLI [ see y upon 
I i Ta and | 





district itis the same. Inthe fourth district 
the one to which he referred, there has not 
be nan agreement arrived at, t] cut be ing rep 


resented by Mr. ELprinar, in the other House. 
Perhaps nominations will be sent in tl 


be sati iactory. | of course cannot know the 


future, In relation to the fifth dis rict, the 
collector in that district is a Republican. So 
far as the post othees are concerned, | think 


1? 
my colleague has no reason to complain, nor 


pudl ‘ans. 
Now, Mr. President, so far as I am con 


cerned personally I agree that the oflices 
should be filled, and in order to carry on the 
Government it is a@ necessity, and that ne- 


cessity is with me stronger than any mere 


party consideration, overrules any party con- 
sideration. I prefer that the offices should be 
filled with men who do not agree with me po 


‘ally rather than that they should not be 
filed at all. I have no‘disposition, so far as I 
am concerned, to stop the wheels of the Gov- 
ernment, and have never manifested it in rela- 
tion to any of these appointments. If the 
whole matter had been left 

es 


he appt 


. } 
could have arrange 


consin without any difficult 





but there are otner p rson 
to be consulted besides my colleague and my 
self, and pe rhaps some difficulties may have 


; coe 
arisen in relation to some of the appointments 


but nothing very serious. 1 presume in those 
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= 
mentof this ountry for six years, they will 
not have the breath of breathed into their 
ollicial nostrils by this body. If itis the inten- 
tion, as J gather from the remarks that have 


been mad shuttle-cock between the 
Vhite louse and this body during the balance 
of the ha But, 
r, 1 claim that no person in this Government 
ot he not bound to respect the 

of the people, and the President 

ws as well as the Senator from Wisconsin 

1@ outrages the judgment of this people 

ends men here who fought us to the 
end in the election that gave him his 


Lo play 
ummer, if I last J 


1) 
Will stay here. 


ri that 18 


i ne 


| pAcc, 

Why, sir, there has never been but one Pres- 
dent before that has attempted to play this 
role, and that was John Tyler; and he played 


lf so dead that the bubbles have never 
risen over the place where hesank. [ Laughter. ] 
i] took to Tylerize the nation, and here 
ata Whig Senate. A Whig Senate rej cted 


illhlise 


under 


l'yler’s nominations, and the Whig party, from 
ne end of the country to the other, cried 
‘slory’’ to the Whig Senate for rejecting his 


nomination ‘* Look to the Senate,’’ was the 


by-word. Sir, if the President of the United 
States read the visible, tangible, striking letters 
along the pathway he is going, he would read 


the doom of eve ry one that attempted to fol- 


of Tyler. So much did the 
people abhor the course pursued by him that 
when his final hour came it received the pass- 


notice ot 


low in the wake 


ing the newspapers as though he 
ver held the high position that he did. 
ir, the remedy for this is right here: 
| stood in the relation to the President that 
the hon from Wisconsin does 
and that my honorable friend from Connecticut 
loes, | should go to him and Say, ** Mr. Pres- 
ident, the roice of the p ople every where ex- 
in Connecticut”’ ' would mention that— 
‘everywhere except in Connecticut’ 


Mr. DIXON, 


lif 
‘ 
,OwWw,S 


rable Senator 


cent 
i 


The rest are coming. 


Mr. NYE. Yes; so is doomsday—* is 
against your policy. You had better, there- 
fore, fall into this column that is marching on 
o resistiessly, and make your appointments 
in accordance with the wishes and will of this 
mighty people.’’ It will be far better for him 


ind his history, and for them and their history, 
that they should do that than to hold up Con- 
necticut as an example that the world is chang- 
ing. Kight little counties out of this mighty 
About half their 
n against the President, and 
half in his favor—done by this paltry 
done by this nefarious example of re 
warding traitors to their party and making 
trai hold their offices; and 
the Senator from Connecticut knows it. All 
the glory that you can gather from that victory 
| hope you will treasure up; but if I had a 
word of advice to give you | would say re- 
joice in the day of your youth, for the day is 
not far distant when a mightier than Connecti- 
cul willcall you to judgment. 
Sir, Lam sick of this paltering between the 


iit 
Government have spoke n. 
number have ber 
about 


Course 


ors of those who 


President and us. ‘This body owes something 
to itself. Lix the day of adjournment, and 


perhaps at last he will condescend from his 
high position to inform the Senate that it will 
be inipossible to get through by that day. If 
he does that, it wil be so much of a recogni- 
tion of them. Tix the day of adjournment, 
aud then the Senate will do what is becoming 
to itself and becoming to an intelligent constit- 
rency. ix the day of adjournment, and let 
the President send in his appointments; if 


they are good, if the majority of this Senate 


seem to think them worthy, they will be con- 
firmed; if not, they will be rejected. 

And here let me say that | think the com- 
plainings of the Senator from Wisconsin do 
come with a good grace from him. We 
have confirmed man after man from high to 
low, from civilian to the military chieftain who 
attended couventions in which my friend seems 
so much to revel. If he lives anywhere it is 
in a convention. I am glad to say that if he 
gets a large one he will have to go out of Wis- 


not 


[Laughter.] But we have confirmed 
General Dix, General Steedman, and generals 
without number when they stood in open array 
against the policy of the majority of this Gov- 
ernment and of its representatives. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. If my honorable friend 


ill allow me right there, I will ask him to 


consin. 


wil 
give the reason why they have been confirmed 
and others rejected. 

Mr. NYE. | Yes, I will be cleverer than you 
were. [ Laughter. | 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I have no irony. I 
wish to hear the reason why they were con- 
firmed and others rejected, if the Senator will 
give the reason. ‘ 

Mr. NYE. Why, sir, that question which 
was asked centuries ago, why this one was 
taken and another left, has never been an- 
swered. [Laughter.] I answer no such ques- 
tion as that. ‘The only answer is that those 


who were confirmed were in luck, and the many 


] 


who have not been confirmed were not in 
luck. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. That is a very good 


answer if we can assume to ourselves to occupy 
that high position ; but I supposed that we were 
a human tribunal, and | asked for human rea- 
I do not seek to pry into the mystery 
of Heaven. 

Mr. NYE. 
claimed. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. 
reason. 

Mr. NYE. IL propose to give a right rea- 
son, and that has been declared to be revela- 
tion. Ican tell the Senator why it was, viewed 
with human eyes. Some of our good-natured 
friends here have a great desire to see personal 
friends promoted, and the Senate, exhibiting 
far more magnanimity than is exhibited toward 
them, have yielded to personal requests of dis- 
tinguished members on this floor. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I understand my hon- 
orable friend, then, to say that it is the weak- 
ness of the Senate, and not the reason of the 
Senate, which has confirmed those men. 

Mr. NYE. The Senate has great weak- 
nesses as well as striking strength. [| Laughter. ] 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. The simple question | 
wish to get at is the reason, if possible, why the 
majority confirmed these great men, these great 
generals, and still take off so remorselessly the 
heads of the little ones? 

Mr. NYE. Well, Mr. President, it is the 
soldiers mostly that get killed in battle; not 
the officers. [Laughter.] Officers are not 
always where they are in the most danger and 
are not as numerous as the soldiers, and sol- 
diers are cut down and rest where their friends 
know not, while officers have stones reared at 
their heads to mark their resting place. I 
agree with the Senator that the policy of this 
Senate has been wrong. We ought to have 
killed the leaders instead of the soldiers. 
stead of hanging Wirz we ought to have hung 
Jeff. Davis with his coherts around him. If l 
could have had my way not a man who put his 
head in the Philadelphia convention should 
have received an indorsement of the Senate of 


son. 
It is no mystery; it was pro- 


Il asked for human 


In- | 
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should like to relate a little incident I saw 
onee in court, illustrative of his position ex. 
actly. The lamented Alvin Stewart, who had 
no superior at the bar of New York, was once 
trying an important case. When he had rot 
nearly through his argument a gentleman op. 
posed to him interrupted him in a low tone 
He stopped and looked at him. Said he. 
‘*Pip, pip, pip, yet;’’ and he added, ‘I sup. 
posed if you had either sense or sensibility 
that you were dead an hour ago.’’” [Laugh- 
ter.| So my friend ‘**pips’’ upon this Johnsn 
policy and Lincoln policy, and I suppose he 
will continue to ** pip’’ upon that as long as he 
can get it printed in the Globe, to go out to the 
world. 

Now, sir, I desire for one, and for all time 
to say, that if it is the policy of the President 
to keep us here all summer to reject men who 


| are offensive in the nostrils of the Union-loving 


= 


men of this nation we are ready, if it is 4 
question of endurance. They say his health is 
not good. [Laughter.] If it is a question of 
bold defiance I would méet it in the 
spirit in which it is given. But, sir, if it is a 
question of right, | know that the people of 
this country will call this Senate blessed for not 
putting in the hands of their enemies the power 
to overthrow them. 

My friend from Maine asked the honorable 
Senator from Wisconsin about a letter he 
wrote. I never saw it; but knowing that my 
friend from Wisconsin was in the inner circle 
of this Johnsonian policy I should like to ask 
him one more question. Why was it that every 
postmaster in the nation and every man hold- 
ing a place was asked to contribute to the sup 
port of the Johnson policy, and the inquiry 
made, and to be answered, whether he would 
support it himself? That was the magnanimity 
that they exhibited, ‘‘That measure that you 
mete unto others shall be meted unto you.’’ 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. The Senator asks a 
question as to myself. The inquiry which he 
now puts is a matter of which I never had any 
knowledge, and have no knowledge now. 

Mr. NYE. The reason is this: my friend 
did not hold a petty office in the Government. 
If he had he would have had knowledge of it 


Same 


by a circular under a frank. 


the United States; and my friend from Wis- || 
consin has seen his friends, for that reason, | 


fall around him— 
* Like leaves in wintry weather.” 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Some fall, and others 
are confirmed. 

Mr. NYE. All ought to have fallen. 
survive, and their fall is in the future to come; 
and [ conjure my friend not to boast before he 
casteth off his armor, because the day may 
come when he himself will stand in judgment 
for that offense; and much as I love him and 
honor and respect him, I never could vote to 
confirm him to a foreign appointment until the 
change in him was as marked and as visible as 
that change has been which he has recently 
undergone. 

Mr. President, I desired simply to say this 
because my friend from Wisconsin seized upon 
this opportunity, with reporters here, to put 
himself on record once more in defense of the 
Johnson policy. If it was proper for me, I 


Some | 


Mr. FERRY. His own frank. 

Mr. NYE. Ido not know howthat was. | 
say nothing but what I know. I know in my 
distant State there was not a mountain gorge 
in which there was a post office but what this 
ticket came signed by the cashier of the John- 
son committee here, Mr. Knap. ‘‘ Come down 
so much ;’’ and ‘will you support the policy 
of Johnson?’’ were the interrogatories. ‘The 
first, the ‘‘come down’’ part, was more em- 
phatic than the last. [Laughter.] That, sir, 

ras the magnanimity displayed by the officers 
and by the President of this Government when 
he was turning men out. I had but one friend 
personal to myself in office in the State of Ne- 
vada, and his head fell so quick that you could 
hardly mark the place where it fell. A man 
was put in who was not. friendly to me nor 
friendly to the majority of the people of this 
nation. He holds it now. The result of it 
was that two or three heads fell,.and the rest 
joined the Johnson Club as an ark of safety, 
and crept in out of the shower. I hope they 
will never show their heads again. 

Now, sir, when the Senator from Wisconsin 
assumes that we are bound to show respect to 


| the President’s appointments, I ask him if the 


President was not bound to respect the ap 
pointees who were in and discharging faithfully 
the duties of their offices? Respect is not all 
due from one side. I submit that the Pres 


| ident of the United States has treated with dis 


| dain the expressed judgment of this } 
| recorded in a thousand ways. 


yeople 
He has treated 
with contempt the voice of the national coun- 
cil of Congress. He has hurled back defiantly 


into our teeth measures well considered by 
gentlemen who would not suffer in comparison 

with his own intellectual or legal acquirements. 
And to-day, if it is proper to speak from the 
‘newspapers, the question is being agitated 
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whether the G 


overnment is to be enjoined. 

suggest to my friend from Wisconsin 

» had better be looking out for a receiver 
There will have to be 


for the Government 
one appoint d, and he should see to it and g 
. Johnson man, and one 


who has been true. 

sir, there is no respec t paid to the laws 
this country. There is no heed paid to th 
ions of the council of this nation. The 
President has a policy of his own, as indefen- 
sie as it is remarkable. 

My friend from Wiscousin says he likes a 

dman. So do I. I never had much of 
that attribute in me. lam rather conserva 
tive in that respect. But, sir, it is a bold man 
and an honest man that knoweth the will of 
his master and doeth it. The master of the 
President, the master of the Senate, and of 
Congress, is the mighty aggregated judgment 
of a re publican people. It is the bold man 
that listens to that voice. It 
man that does not heed it. In 


is the reckless 

eonelu ion, | 
advise my friend from Wisconsin to swin 
his old circle where he rose so happily, and 
get off from the rugged road he has had swing- 
ing around this Johnson circle 

Mr. DQOOLITTLE. I never undertake to 
speak of the future, for | am not gifted with 
foresight. I seldom boast of the strength of 
the position which my friends may occupy. I 
can only speak for the past. Two or three 
times in my life it has occurred that | have 
been compelled, through my convictions, to 
leave a dominant majority to go into a minor: 
itv. to fight the battle of what I regarded as 
truth, justice, law, and the Constitution. It is 
true that I left the Democratic party in its 
palmy days and when it was in an ascendency 
here and in my own State, to join a minority 
to overthrow it when it was wrong. I had 
aided in fighting the battle 
arty until it came into power. I aided in 

iting the battle of the Republican party 
rebellion was crushed. And 
that this party, in the pride of its power, and 
because it is counting its majorities or has 


gy into 


of the Republican 
i 


until this how 


counted them, has entered upon a policy which 
in my judgment is destructive of the Constitu- 
tion, and if persisted in and not recovered 
from, and that very soon, will destroy the 
Constitution of the United States and involve 
with it constitutional liberty, I have differed 
with that majority. 

They may be right; I may be wrong in my 
convictions; but it is because I have 
convictions that I have differed from them. | 
do differ from the majority. I do go again 
into a minority. I expect to fight the | vattle in 
reference to those principles which I believe to 
be the true principles of the Constitution. and 
whether [ shall remain in the minority, or 
whether a majority of the great mass of the 
American people shall come to the position 
which I occupy, is a thing of the future alto- 
gether. I boast not myself of to-day nor of 
to-morrow. But, sir, from what has occurred, 
not merely in the State of Connecticut, to 
which my honorable friend alludes, but in 
Illinois, Iowa, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minne- 
sota, New York, everywhere where the popu- 
lar elections have been held and are taking 
place, we see, in my judgment, that which goes 
to show most conclusively that the mass of the 
peop ‘le of this country are dissatisfied with 
what I regard as the unconstitutional policy 
which has been urged and pushed and ¢ rowded 
upon Congress and the country by the party 
in power. 

But, sir, I shall not go into that question. 
[do not desire to get up a discussion here 
abont what the future is to be, how strong the 
majority is to be in the future, or the minor- 
ity. I do not profess to be a prophet, and 
tlrerefore I never speak of the future. I onlv 
say these are my convictions. [ may be wrong: 
or my honorable friend may be wrong and | 
may be right. I shall not continue the discus- 
sion, for I desire, if there are no others to 
speak, to have a vote of the Senate on the 
resolution before us. 


Mr. DIXON. Mr. 


those 


President, the Senator 


from Nevada in his remarks, whic 
with so much interest by the Senate. 
to the Conne scticut elec 
tion, and to speak of Connecticut in language 
ot quite so respectful as that which he ad 
dressed to the people of that State not lon 

[ have never alluded, nor do 
I} know that I should have alluded, to the recent 
election in Connecticut. I confess I felt what 
might, perhaps, even amount to exultation with 
regard to that election; but I did not like to 
exult over my friend from Nevada, nor do J 
like to express or manifest a s] pirat of ¢ cite. 
tion any whe re. I should not therefore have 
alluded to it now if that Senator > hee id not 

so in language which I think calls for some 
notice from me. 


_ 


sine a in pernee. 


done 


Now, sir, it is true that during the last win- 
ter it became manifest to all observers who 
were at all skilled and experienced in the signs 


political times that there was a change 


of opinion g 


f the 


oing onin the State of Connecticut. 


Che Radical leaders there were alarmed. They 
felt themselves to | in a demoralized condi 
tion, and they looked about for aremedy. The 
disease was somewhat desperate. and desperate 
diseases demand desperate remedies. They 
inquired what they should do; and the first st p 
was—and it wasa wise step, L admit, anda step 


‘Il have caused some trembling 
e minds of the conservative men 
yr the Senator from 


thev were well nigh 


that might w 
anxiety in th 
of Connecticut— to send 
Nevada. They felt that 
ruined, 


hone that he might save them from destruction. 


and they sent for thatSenator with the 
He accordingly went to Connecticut and ad 
dressed the people. He made a speech which 
produced a powerful effect, as I need not assure 
the Senate. It would be very disrespectful for 
me to say that the Senator ever made a stump 
speech in the Senate: butit is no disrespect to 
any gentleman in this body, no disparagement 
to any one, to say that on the stump orin a 
popular assemblage there is noman who can 
move the masses like the honorable Senator 
from Nevada. That his speech in Connecticut 
produced an effect I will not deny. That it 
excited the hops s of the Radical party I will 
not deny, although when the Senator returned 
here he said the State had gone somewhere in 
his apprehension, and I believe he proved a 
prop het with regard to tl that elec- 
tion. 

Mr. HOWE. I should like to know the 
‘lace that the State went to. [Lanughter. ] 

Mr. DIXON. The Senator from Nevada 
never uses improper language, and of course 
it was no place which such language would 
describe. [ Laughter. ] 

Mr HOWE. lIunderstood the Senator to 
say that the Senator from Nevada had proved 
a prophet i in saying the State had gone some- 
where, and | wanted to know where. 

Mr. NYE. If the Senator will allow me, I 
should like to answer that prophecy myself. 
Connecticut went as I thought it would go. | 
found that the real trouble was that my friend 
had proved to Connecticut what the leaven did 
to the meal. He had leavened the whole heap 
of office-holders, and they went conservative ; 
and that is the place I meant to say the people 
of Connecticut had gone, into that fire of con 
servatism where they do not rake it u 

Mr. DIXON. Very well; the Senator 
dicted the result in his own expressive manné r. 
I saw it stated in the papers that when the 
Senator returned he despaired of carrying the 
State of Connecticut. Now, , 
an unimportant State, with only eight 
counties, and has no influence in the affairs of 
this Government. I have in my possession a 
report of that Senator’s speech in which he 
told the people of Connecticut that they had 
an immense influence. I do not 
he said, as went C 
U Pudloas but he spoke in most flatt 

1 - of the influence which 

s had had tl 


1d them it was vastly important that tl 


i 


1e result of 


) nice. 


¥ 
i 


he says, it is 
little 


know that 


ynnecticut so went the 


1 
ering lan- 
Connecticut al- 


1roughout the Union: and he 


sho ld exercise that influence in the 


powerful; 


nroner 


direction, for it would be that what- 
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they should render w 


a powertul effect on the peo ‘ 


Now, he says it is small State. with ** only 


eight little counties,’’ and it is of no « 
quence. He rivals loots in his utter 


: re ; 
va te ‘i . nen 
it; 1tisoaft no consequen 


tempt for the resu 
atall. [Laughter. ] 
Mr. President, | 


agree that Co 





small State. Ithas, asthe Senator says, but eig! 

counti It has a comparatively small,,but a 
very intelligent, population; I might say per 
hay ‘ yual in that respect to any State in the 
Union ; and they had 1 OD} tunity to rn 
sider this puestion ntel ent manne 

Che whole question « olities of this n 
try was pre Seidel to ple it Conne it 





beginning with ¢ 
from Nevada and follow 


lles ague.* 


in the last election, 





l by my honorable 
here never has been atime when 
th ‘people of C onnecticut holding Hinions W th 
the Senator from Nevada and my honorab! 
| ague have been sot - 


co 





horoughly canva land 
so ably addressed as during the recent « 
[fthere ever was atime when th que 
fairly presented to them it wasthen. My friend 
Gas Wine Ler ee | also did us th 


nor and the very great advantage of visiting 

ate. Te 

to the able arguments of my friend from Nevada 
Now, sir, 

necticut. 

} 


replied with convincit 


a change has taken plac n Cc 
That cannot be denied. What w 

e cause of this change? Various causes 
been assigned. ‘The Senator 
vada says it was this practice of proscription 
the use of Federal patronage. The Senator is 
mistaken with regard to the State of Connes 
ticut. Kvery man who knows anything about 
that State knows that the greatest degree of 
tolerance has been there exhibited on 
subject. We have not very much Fe 
patronage; it is not very eXtensive or import 
ant. There are only a few valuable ofthe 
and I do not recollect that more than « ot 
those was change 1. But, sir, we 


1 


hav e 


have a grea 
number of post offices, with comparatively 


small emoluments, which may _— ily produce 
} 


some effect on the minds of those who hold 
them. Whether they do or not I cannot say ; 
but I will say aon the office-holders of that 
character are nearly all Radical men, who vote 


for the party to which the Senator belongs, 
and as a general thing they have remained 
undisturbed. I do not think that in the list 
of three or four or possibly five hundred post 
masters in the State of Connecticut 
five have as yet been removed, i 
whole time from the Philade Iphi a convention 
to the present moment. The Senator ther 
fere is mistaken in supposing tha 
on the puljic mind has been produce l in that 
way in the State of Connecticut. 
Sir, it was another 
came alarmed at the extreme radical 
friend from Nevada, of Congress, of the 
ate. They thought that this extreme radi 


twenty 


"Sg 


{ ople he 


sin of 
Sen- 


1 
cause. | ne 


alism 
h: ud gone quite far enough. They thought it 
was ime to pause. There 1 in the State of 


number of men here 


t know but now, 


Conne aiaed a large 
and I do not Republicans, con 
rvative in their character and feelings, who 
looked upon the proceedings of those with 
whom the Senator from Nevada acts as alarm 
ing. They thought it was time that those 
measures and those principles should r e 


totore, 


a rebuke, and for that reason they chan ! 
their yotes. What the future will be I cannot 
say. Ibelieve the Senator intimated that this 
change would not be permane! ce I think it 
depet d s very much upon th 7 of the Ser 

at hi imself and the party he represents. Ii 
chey talta this check as a war! 


in their dest 
their course, 


truc tive m 


“20. tte change whicl +. 


nossib 
ting against ‘them lay be a ted; | I Ly 
to them now, if they go on in what they pr 
pose—if, for example, 1 — 

shisha which ha — Da + 
es ed Ml ins © Wl Shaved oad 
by } me, wl him 

, “Cor 


fraee in the State ef Connecticut 





~y 


ae 





aon 





arrested, but will becom 


‘ ‘ he 

1O no kn WwW wh th rmy irien ] 1 mM Ne vada 
f ‘that m Perhaps he } 
If | ll say so; if he 
\ Ly ) ) he never conce al 

‘ 1° } 
i yy nat hi views on that subject 
[d know, and I regret that he does 
( iu Bat il f th penators go on 
this proposition, not confining it to the 
my honorable friend from Maryland, 

uf anne +} : i had 
if PO 0 | which they ¢ all a quas Si rebel 
State ind eal P epsnpientn: oe a portion of their 
presentation at this time, not ones it to 
the southern States, but enacting | » law of 
Congress that universal suffrage Shall prevail 


i the State Connecticut 


. then I say to them 
this change of opinion will go on increasing, 
trom Nevada will see such a 


majority against the radical measures which he 


ati 1 the Ser itor 


now advocates at the next election as will sur- 
prise him far more than anything which he has 
en at the recent election. 
Mr.. NY i Allow me to ask the Senator a 


question about those who agree with him in 
couservative feeling. The Senator was nut 
elected by the Democratic party here? 

Mr. DINON, No; but I was elected asa 
( wservatlive 

Mr. NY] Was it the conservative or the 
Den ‘ratic party that succeeded in the recent 
c on in Connecticut? 

Mr. DINON,. I will say to the Senator that 
the Democratic party and the conservatives 
of Connecticut have united upon a platform 


n anda platform of principles. I will 
to the Senator that one of the 
present 


elected 


ay furthermore 
this election is the 
ecretary of state who was last year 
pon ‘the Radical ticket, and that ‘another ofli- 


i 
cer elected, the State treasurer, has always been 
a conservative Republican. 


oflicers elected at 


' 


Now, sir, such is the condition of things in 
Connecticut. I will not attempt to predict 
what future results may be, but this I know: 
that the peop ile of Connecticut are patriotic, 


intelligent, that they are a wise 
not to be led on by any 
radicalism into a region which 


hat t iey are 
people ; that they are 
1gNUs | unus of 
they do not know and understand. 
they go. They wish to know 
to-day whether that Senator and his colleagues 
1 this floor are in favor of the measure to 
which I have alluded. 

Mr. NYE. One question more. I 
tood the Senator to say he 
con ‘rvative 5 Now, | 
whether 


to Know where 


under- 


want to ask him the 


quesiion direct, he did not claim to 


by a Radics al, and haa not the certificate of 
my fe} iend from Massachusetts [Mr. Sumyver] 
* 


show ing that he was a Radical? 

Mr. DIXON. I am glad the Senator has 
alluded to that. I do not know what the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts ever certified for me. 
Ile may have utters t what he c ynsidered kind 
ssions with regard to me; andif he did 
sion | 
with his own views of propriety 
did not 


expre 


on that OCCA 
by my request or with my knowl- 


Now, Mr. President, since allusion has been 
made to my aoa, if the Senator 
inlimate 
body | have changed my views, he is mistaken. 
‘The opinions which I hold to-day I have always 
hi ld. I held them whenI was elected; I held 
them before I was elected. I shall not now 
de tain the Senate by going into them at length. 
f once had the honor of presenting a resolu- 
tion on this floor many years ago, which was, 
if my re colle ction does not fail me, indorsed 
by the Legislature of Connecticut during the 
same session at which | offered it, in which I 
lai { down what I thought to be correct consti- 

uti thi al vie ws with res gard to this whole ques- 
I discussed the subject before the Sen- 


tion. 

ate. Talluded to it again a year ago; and I 
think it was admitted by all that | was con- 
sistent, and that I had aiways held those 


views. I think, therefore, the Senator makes 
nothing by the intimation that I was elected 


trust he acted in accordance | 
Ile certainly 


They wish 


was elected as a | 


ineans to | 
that since I have been a member of this | 


THE 


ill more emphatic 


CONGREK: 


upon a different platform from that which I 


bow occupy . 


But suppose it were so; suppose I had 

anged; does the Senator mean to Say that 

lo not represent my ¢ ynstituents? Sur, if I 
J 


ch 

I « 

have changed, I am indorsed by the p« op ile of 
Connecticut. I may properly and rightfully 
and without exultation make the claim that | 
now stand here indorsed by a majority of the 
intelligent electors of the State of Connecticut. 
Out of over ninety thousand voters, forty-seven 
thousand have voted for the principles which 
I now advocate. 
spirit of exultation. I speak of it in a spirit 
of rejoicing. I speak of it as a support to me 
in the position which I hold, as a result which 
is certainly to me in the highest degree grati- 
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[ do not speak of thatin aj} 


fying, and which I think would justify me in | 


saying that even if I had changed my position 
I am sustained by the popular voice of my 
State. Encouraged and supported by their 


apy robation, [ intend to persist in the course | 


which I adopted when it seemed unpopular, | 


and shall ogy ie to contend for the true prin- 
ciples of the Union and the Constitution. 
One word 
scription. The Senator has stated that this 
election was carried in the State of Connecti- 
by compelling o hce-holders to vote in con- 


flict with their own views lest they should be | 
Nothing of that kind has | 


removed from oflice. 
taken place; but I regret to say that | have 


seen in the papers recently what I am not pre- | 


pared to deny, but what I hope is not true, that 
some of the employers in the State of Connee- 
ticut who think with the honorable Senator 
have, 
from their employment because they differed 
with them and voted in accordance with their 
own views at the recent election. 
this will not be found true. I trust it will be 
explained. lamunwilling to believe that there 
is in the State of Connecticut any large num- 
ber of men who would resort to conduct so 


atrocious. Possibly there may be some; but, 


| sir, I trust the pee of Connecticut cannot 


| and conceded that the central power can legis- || 


be characterized as a people who would be 
guilty of such a wrong. If it should prove to 
be true, then I think that even the Senator 
himself will unite with me in denouncing it. 
If the time ever comes whenit shall be agreed 


late for the States, can legislate to regulate the 


| suffrage of the States, and if it turns out, con- 


trary to my hope, that there is any portion of 
the people of Connecticut or any other State 


who are willing to coerce the labor which the y 


| employ in voting contrary to solemn convic- 
tions and conscientious views, then, sir, I hope 1] 


that the suffrage law will not stop with giving 
sulfrage to all men, but that it will also pro- 
vide severe penalties against those who shall 
attempt to influence and control the opinion 
of their laborers by such wicked and outrage- 
ous oppression. 

Mr. HOWE. A poet has said that— 

**Man never is, but always to be blest.” 

The reverse of that seems to be, according to 
the estimate of my friend from Connecticut, 
about the condition of the Republican party. 
[It never is, but is always just going to be 
damned. It never isin any danger for anything 
it has done, but seems to be continually in dan- 
ger of doing something that is going to bring 
judgment and perdition upon its head. 

I remember during the 


ished that if we dared to lay our finger upon 
the institution of slavery the Republican party 
would be dissolved, the Republican party 
would be divided, the Opposition would be 
united, the Government would fail in the pros- 


ecution of the war, the rebellion would triumph, | 


and the Union would go to pieces! 
I remember after we had done 


| after the Republican party did not divide, and 


after the election of 1864, and after the rebel- 
lion was crushed out, we were just as urgently 


a sir, with regard to pro- | 


since the election, expelled free men | 


I trust that | 


early years of the | 
war, when we were most strenuously admon- | 


that; and | 





admonished that if we did not recognize at | 
once the institutions of governments which we | 
| found in those rebellious districts the Repub- | 
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liean party would be divided, the Opposition 
woul | be unl ite “d, the Same const quences wor id 
ensue, and ruin would overtake and overwh,¢ 
the party which had so far controlled th 
country. Well, sir, we did not accept the 
admonition. We did not recognize those 
ernments. We refused to do so. 

Subsequenily there was a shout set up that 
the Senators from Massachusetts and two or 
three reckless agitators like those had lurkin« 
somewhere about them an idea that thom 
States down there had committed suicide, had 
destroyed their political organizations, and 
had forfe®ed their right to have the govern- 
ment of States; and they told us if we did not 
abandon that doctrine of State suicide the 
Republican party would commit suicide. And 
so they went to the country during the late 
campaign, not particularly finding fault with 
anything we had done, but insisting upon it 
that we were going to do some ‘thing else, 
There was nothing particularly objectionable 
in the constitutional amendment which we had 
submitted to the people of all the States; the 
country could probably stand that; if they 
could not stand that, they would probab Ly 
forgive that; but be hind that lay the idea o 
ignoring the right of those communities to 
maintain State governments. 

In spite of that warning the country did not 
withdraw its confidence from the Republican 
party. Since that time that threat seems to 
have been executed; that prediction has been 
verified; that doctrine of State suicide has 
passed into a legal enactment. I do not under- 
stand that the Senator from Connecticut is find- 
ing any fault with that; but he now insists that 
ve are going to take to pieces the government 
of Connecticut and of some other States which 
never did destroy their own governments ; and 
he tells us, in the old tones and with the old 
ements exactly, that if we do that oe y 
surely destruction will fall upon our head 
We il, I will wait to see first whether we shall 
do it; and secondly, whether this prediction 
will prove any truer than those that have pre 
ceded it. 

Mr. President, I shall oeceupy no eonsider- 
able time in commenting upon the Connecticut 
election. 

Mr. DIXON. The Senator was opposed to 
the doctrine of State suicide at one time. 

Mr. HOWE. No, sir; the Senator does not 
remember the time when I was opposed to the 
doctrine of State suicide, as he calls it. 

Mr. DIXON. The Senator talked in such 
a way in the Senate that I supposed so. 

Mr. HOWE. When I talked upon or to 
ward that question I always urged it very stren 

uously. ‘The Senator is entirely mistaken as 
to my views on that question. 

Mr. DIXON. How about the other? 

Mr. HOWE. What other? 

Mr. DIXON. The question of forcing equal 
suffrage on the States. 

Mr. HOWE. I will answer that question 
whenever that subject comes up before the 
Senate if the Senator will wait until that time. 
[ was about tospeak upon another topic. ‘The 
Senator endeavors to alarm us with the idea 
that the late election in the State of Connecti- 
eut is the commencement of a popular reac- 
tion, which is to be followed by the reeantation 
of each of the Republican States of the Union 
in its turn. That may prove to be so; but | 
have not thought myself that we were in any 
great danger of it. What is that popular reac- 
tion which we have witnessed in the State of 
Connecticut? <A year ago, preceding the elec- 
tion, I had the pleasure of spending a few days 
in Connecticut myself. I witnessed the fact 
that there was a very active and sprig ghtly con- 
test going on there; that the people were very 
much in earnest, and opinions were very mueh 
divided as to what would be the result of that 
election. I met then several gentlemen, - 
political and personal friends of my frien: 
from Connecticut, holding responsible, high, 
and important offices in that State. I believe 
the Senator from Connecticut was then with 
the Republican party in that contest. 1 found 


OvV- 
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all these gentlemen, with whom I conversed 


1 who held thes lices, to be wi the 
Republican party, fighting for the Rees bl can 
ca old y th R ibDlican cand ites 
By and bythe election came off, and there was 
, major y for the iepublican ticket of about 
{} undred in the State of Connecticut. 

Hearing that the result in Connecticut was 
mewhat doubtful the other day, some time 
} re the election came off, I had occasion to 


ask some of my friends familiar with that State 
where these gentlemen were whom I met a 
year ago, and who then seemed to be very 
nervous for fear there would be a division be- 


} 


tween the President and Congress. I asked 


how they were now since there had come to 


be a division between the President and Con- 
gress. Lasked how such a man was. I will 
not call names. He was with the Opposition. 


‘And sucha one?” “With theO 
and so onthrough the whole catalog 
whom I remembered to have met there. They 
were all with the Opposition. I did not ask 
where my friend [Mr. Dixon] was. I was in no 
doubt on that p dat ] had oe n informed by 
himself repeatedly. So that I saw our political 
friends in the State of Connecticut were going 
into the contest this year w 





ith the v hole body 
of oftice-holders in that State against them 


and whom they had with them a year ago; 
and | waited for the result - a good deal 
of anxiety and trepidation. I had not much 
confidence. Knowin ig that we had but a mar- 
gin of five hundred to sink in that vote a year 
ago, I did not think ita very extraordinary 
thing that a Senator of the United States, that 
the postmasters of all the principal towns of 
that State, that the collectors of customs, and 
with all the patronage in the possession of all 
of them, should be able to sink that majority 
of five hundred. 

Mr. DIXON. Allow me to set the Senator 
right, as this is a matter of fact and not of 
opinion. In my belief, as a question of fact, 
four fifths of those holding the important offices 
in the State of Connecticut which require the 
confirmation of the Senate voted for the Rad- 
ical ticket throughout; perhaps not the whole 
ticket. They have never been threatened; 
they have never been told that if they so voted 
they would lose their othices. Nobody ever 
proposed to intimate such a thing. . 

Mr. HOWK. I shall not go to trial upon 
this issue of fact, nor ask for a feigned issue 
and send it down to the country to be tried. 
The Senator from Connecticut ought to know 
better than myself as to the truth of that mat- 
ter. I only state what I was informed, and I 
was informed by more than one. 

Mr. DIXON. In my own county in that 
district every one, with the exception of the 
postmaster of Hartford, voted the Radical 
ticket; and I think it was so in my colleague’s 
district. 

Mr. HOWE. Certainly, the information 
that came to me was very different from that. 
K very one of the individuals with whom [I con- 
versed a year ago, when I came to talk about 
their position now, I was told had changed. | 
may have been misinformed. 

Mr. DIXON. You were certainly. A few 
important officers went with the Administra- 
tion. That gave rise to the idea that all did. 
They are but a few of the most important, 
three or four. 

Mr. HOWE. I do not mean to call any 
names, and I will not; but I met a gentleman, 
and a very intelligent man there, who I be- 
lieve was collector of New Haven. 

Mr. DIXON. He is one who went with 
the President. I included him in the three 
or four. He is a very prominent and able 
man, 

Mr. HOWE. I met another who was post- 
master at New Haven. 

Mr. DIXON, My colleague can state with 
regard to him. 

Mr. HOWE. I had occasion to inquire 
about him. I metanother gentleman who was 
a eandidate, if I remember aright, for Lieu- 


tenant Governor upon the Republican ticket 
last year. 

Mr. DIXON, Oh, yes: there was a rush. I 
agree, of the peo} le. I acres with the S nai 
in that: but when you come to the national 
ofiice-h yiders they generally went the other 
way. 

Mr. FERRY. I should like to have an 
opportunity to explain the Connecticut elec- 
tion as it really was. 

Mr. HOWE. I shall be very happy to hear 
the Senator on that point. He ean elucidate 
it much better than I can. I rose only to say, 
and this is | wanted to say, that the fac 


that a Senator of the United States and all 


these office-holders combined, with the pros- 
pec tive palemnage of the President threwn in, 
S Hot uld be able to carry the State under a bare 
najority of five hundred in a vote of ninet 
thousand, I did not think gave v ry extraor- 
dinary indigations of a popular reaction, and 
so far I let that pass. The Senator from Con- 
necticut [Mr. Ferry] will speak upon that 
point much better than [ can myself. 

The main purpose for which I rose was to 


reply to a remark or two made by my colleague 
in reference to the app yintments which have 
been made and the nominations which have 
been rejected in the State of Wisconsin. My 
colleague says, and I think he says rightly, that 


the Republican party has no oceasion to com- 
plain in the State of Wisconsin of the way in 
which those appointments have been made. | 
do notknow that the Republi ‘an party d yes com- 
plain. I have heard of nocon 
do not complain myself on behalf of the Repub- 
lican party. My colleague says that he believes 
the large majority of those appointments which 


have been mad »are Re public vans. I beheve 
he is entirely right. So far as I know they are 





iplaint. Icertainly 


all Republieans. 
The ‘simp le fact about this matter is: I have 
never made any complaint about what has been 
done in Wisconsin. Yesterday, in explaining 
to the Senate why I felt as if my work here was 
ended, or was nearly ended, I did not find ocea 
sion to make any allusion to ole had been 
done, what had been accomp lished toward filling 
the otlie es, bt ut | did goon toe xX} lain the di thieul- 
- s in the way of filling those yet remaining to 
he filled, speaking especially in reference to a 
single diaclet, the fourth district represente : 
by a Democrat in the other House, and in whie 
there are now two offices to be filled. I ‘cl 
bound to explain that, so that both the Senate 
might know and my friends at home might 
know prec isel y the difiiculties in my path. | 
felt that I hi: id sot to do one of two things, or 
at least one of on [ had either got to say 
that [ would not consent to the appointment 
of any man unless he thought as I did, orl had 
got to say that I would consent to a division of 
those offices, or I had got to say that | would 
surrender all pretext of star ding by an nd ot up- 
holding the political 


opinions of my friends. | 
} : 


could not consent to do the last. I offered to 


do the second ] did not thi kk myse lf, under 
the circumstances, quite justified in standing 
for the first. So much as to that district. 


As to what has been done in other districts 
I think the statement made by my colleague is 


essentially correct. I think the offices have 
been filled in almost every, and I do not know 


but in every, instanee by Republicans ; but my 
colleague knows very well that | did not insist 
upon that; that I was not consulted about that. 
He knows very well that to him I said what | 
have said here in reference to the fourth dis- 
trict; that I was perfectly willing to,make a 
division of these matters. But he seems to 
have pre ferred selectit ing the men himself and 
men of my own political persuasion. lor this 
I am very glad, and I think it certainlya 
satisfactory disposition of those oflices than if 
he had accepted my own suggestion. If] 

heard of any co mpla nt of my political friends 


‘ 
aul 


‘ 


more 
1e@ nas 


out there as to what has bes lone, I can only 
say that [ have not heard of any, and as for 


myself I certainly have not made any. and | 
did not intend to be understood as making any 
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yesterday or on any former occasion. The dif ’ 
ficulties [ wi ish to explain were not those | had : 
ene caine but t hose which Liky before me just 
now. 

Mr. FERRY. Mr. President, I do not like iy 
to detain the Senate; | know itis impa i ) f 


get at the active business of the day; but 1 
think it is right, under the course whiel 

del bate has taken, that I should spend g | 
time in giving the real philosophy of the re 
lection in Connecticut, for there is a philos 
hy underlying that election; and it is two 
told. It arises first from the nature of the 
population of my State. Close to the great 





commercial metropolis where the vast bulk of 
the European immigration lands, that im: 

gration overtlows into Connecticut, and fills up 
our villages seattered along our lines of rail 
road all over the State. Our young men of 
American birth, as they grow up and attain their 
majority, leave habe. homes, go to the cit 

or tothe West, and thelr plane: re fil 
peasantry of the Old World just poured into 
this count We have about ninety thousand 


- 


otes in Connecticut. Of these more thar 


> 


fourth to-day are cast by naturalized citi 
Of those votes at-the recent election nearly 


forty-five thousand were cast forthe Republican 
candidate and about forty-six thousand for the 
Democratic candidate for Governor. Of the 
votes cast for the Democratic candidat nore 


than one half were cast by citizens of foreien 
birth, and of those eitizens m 


I than t 
majority which the Democratic candidate « 
tained were citizens who were naturalized 
within three weeks prior tothe election (nd 
when my colleague talks of the intelligence of 
Connecticut as reversing the verdict of the 
State last year, or as arr: seed! in Qpposition to 
the great Republican party of the United Stat ; 
it seems to me that he must know that he 
talking wide of the record. The vote given 
forthe Republican candidate this year is larger 
in numbers than that given last year. The 
increased vote given for the Democratic ean 
didate over last year is less than the natural- 
ized votes of this year. 

Owing to this nature of our populati m and 
the mode in which it inereases we Republicans 
in Connecticut have always a hard battle to 
ficht. We must win the accessions to ou le 
from the young men of American birth, edu 
cated in our schools, reared in our ehurehes, 
attached to the principles upon which this 
Government was founded. It is from them 
that we have got to get our accretions, whil 
the ignorance and the superstition of the Old 
World year by year is poured into the Demo 
cratic ranks, with which my colleague is now 
happy to affiliate. 

Again, sir, | said there was a twofold phi 
losophy in this matter. As we have to win to 
our side from the young men as educated in 
our schools and of American birth it has been 
our true policy, and would have been our true 
olicy for the | ast twelve years, constantly. per ’ 


| 
sistently to have maintaine ia a bold, manly front 


to the common enemy. Pluck, courage wins 
young men; they come where — eeit. But 
sir, the other branch ¢ yf the | sonal ly une t¢ 
lying the result this sprin at 13 been this: whi 


1 


) 
the great mass of the i epublican party of Con- 
necticut has ever since its : caleba been mat 

and faithful to the principles of the party, w 
have had among us a few hundred men, no 
more, holding the balance of power between 
the parties of our State: and of those few hun 
lred my colleague has been the commander- 
in-chief; and We have in our annual conven 
tions, I admit, in our intense desire to secure 
the vote of Connecticut for that party who 

principles we believe to be essential to the 
permanence and the goodness of our it titu- 


tions, yie sIded too much to this little pretorian 


corps. At their solicitations, upon their pres- 
sure from vear to year, we have failed to place 
oursels fairly and squarely upon the 1 | 
which the lke lican party was making for 
itself in the other States of the Llepu 

During the war, in our anxiety to secure the 
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influence of C 
the maintenance of the 


; j 
yieiad 


was, i 
AS ne 

ynflict, we have 

given them the 

we did not care anything about 


onnecticut, such as it 
greatc 
a LO the e men, we have 


leading Hs 


the oflices; we wanted the Republic saved, 
ul if these men could be got by an office to 
fous in the rvou 3 and tlhe I nil ite le them 
take the oflices so that we saved the nation. 
4 


\nd when the war was over the patronage of 
Connecticut, having been for years in the hands 
iny colleague, (and no man in America 
knows better how to use patronage either for 
personal or political ends,) the oflices in Con- 
necticut were filled largely by men that did not 
need to be turned out; and consequently when 
my colleague, the commander-in-chief of this 
floating mass, Jarge enough by its votes to 
swainp either party, made up his mind to leave 
the good old Republican ship and go over to 
the common enemy, they all followed him. 
You did not need to change the postmaster at 


New Ilaven; you did not need to change the 
colleetor in the eastern district; you did not 
need to change the collector 10 the wes ern 
district ; most certainly you did not need to 


port of New Haven 
Ilartford, because most 
oflicers could more eflectively serve 
the purposes of my colleague by 


change the collector of the 
or the postma ter at 


of those 


remain in the Republican ranks, going to our 
conventions, apparently working with us, and 
then when election day came stabbing us in the 
bac! . 

Sir, | had almost said that I am glad that the 
election in Connecticut has resulted as it has: 
the atmosphere will be elearer; the party will 
be purer. We stood this spring, for the first 
', right square upon the platform of prin- 
ciple; we met the enemy on that platform ; and 
if we suffered a defeat, the two causes which 
I have mentioned show 
not as my colleague thinks by a change of 
Opinion on the part of the intelligent voters of 
Connecticut. [donot know where my colleague 
is to find those who were so alarmedat the 
radicalism of the Republican party as to have 


time 


altered their votes from the votes they gave last | 


spring when the record stares me in the face 
that our candidate for Governor got more votes 
this spring than he got last. And, sir, because 


now our party is liberated from the crew which | 


has been clinging to it for the sake of spoils 
rae ge Senge years, because now we go 
forth to the contest hereafter planted firm on 
pp rine 
forth in Connecticut we are and shall be stronger 
than we ever have been before. Iam convinced 
that when the young men of Connecticut, born 
there and educated in our schools, see the Re- 
publican party of the State founding itself upon 
the principles of the Declaration, never afraid 
to meet the common enemy squarely in the 
face, never for the sake of getting the votes of 


a few selfish individuals of the party shrinking | 


from the declaration of its real intentions, 


when the young men of Connecticut sce this || 
they will come to our party in such numbers | 
And whenan | 


as they have never come before. 
election has taken place in a Commonwealth 
like Connecticut, where upon the record of 
that election itself it is evident that more than 
two thirds of our own citizens, born among us, 
familiar with our institutions, grounded in the 
principles of American liberty, have voted for 
the unsuccessful candidate, I say defeat with 


such followers as those is more honorable than | 
success in the association in which my colleague | 


finds himself. 

Mr. DIXON. Mr. President, as my col- 
league has made pretty direct allusion to me in 
the course of his remarks, I shall be excused 


perhaps for taking up the time of the Senate | 


tor a few minutes in reply. 

The Senator has attempted to give the phi- 
losophy of the recent electiun in Connecticut, 
and he has given two reasons which I propose 
to consider. 

In the first place, he states to the Senate 

what is true, that we have in the State of Con- 
necticut a large foreign vote so-called: a large 
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| necticut. 


professing to | 


iple, Iam convinced that from this day | 


'with regard to the Fenian insurrection ! 


and he go on to remark that they are ignorant 
and superstitious— 
Mr. FERRY. Nothing of the kind did I say 


Mr. DIXON. The “i 


tion’ of Europe—I took it down from his own 
mouth—comes in from the great marts of com- 


merce and thus overwhelms the true intelligence 
of Connecticut; and therefore he says that 
when I speak of the inte llige nee of the people 
of Connecticut I speak of that which does not 
exist 
election. 

In the first place, with regard to the ‘for- 
eign vote,” I Soe this to say: 
tinction between foreignerg and natives; I 
know nothing of foreigners; I know nothing 
of natives; 1 only know American citizens. 
They are all American citizens, and until they 
are such they cannot vote in the State of Con- 
I am a little surprised ghat the hon- 
orable Senator should speak of this class of 


our population in the manner in which he has || 
| necticut. 


seen fit to do this morning. 1 have heard it 
charged heretofore, and it has been sometimes 


true, that the honorable Senator himself and | 


other gentlemen who address the people of Con- 
necticut are in the habit of speaking very dif: 
ferently of this class of our voters before and 
after election. I do not think the honorable 
Senator would have gone to Connecticut and 
made the speech which he has just made before 
= election. He made several speeches there ; 
he addressed the people of Connecticut; and 


while I will not say that he made abject appeals | 
to this foreign vote, for I do not think he would | 
still 1 do not believe that he told them | 


do it, 
they were overflowing with the ignorance and 
superstition of Europe; that their vote would 


(| not be any proof of the intelligent verdict of 
thay that defeat was | 


the State of Connecticut. 
On the contrary, I think he addressed them 


as adopted citizens, as men who ought to look | 


above all such considerations, forget that they 
were of foreign birth, and vote as men should 
who have cast in their lot with us. I have no 
doubt he appealed to them in that way; and 


| while I have said that I do not believe he made 
| abject appeals to them, this I do say, that some 


of the radical speakers in the State did ac- 
tually disgrace and degrade human nature by 


| the abjectness of the appeals which they made 
' to this very vote of which the Senator now 
| speaks so contemptuously. 


Take the leading 
paper in the State, take the paper conducted 
by the Governor; I may speak of it because 


| he is the Governor of the State of Connecti- 
the | 
honeyed words which he poured through those | 


cut. For six weeks before the election 


mellifluous columns upon the Irish and the for- 


eign vote would have charmed my friend from | 


Connecticut if he could have read them. Noth- 
ing was too good to say of these highly intel- 
ligent people; then the Irish were going to 
vote with the Radicals ; their eyes were opened ; 
they had become intelligent, and Radicals would 
receive their votes, especially since Andrew 
Johnson had been so base as to obey the laws 
No 
sooner was the election over, and the editor of 
the paper found that he and his friends were 
not elected to oflice, than their whole course 
changed with regard to this vote, and the lan- 


| guage which my colleague now uses is con- 
| temptuously applied to our foreign-born popu- 


lation. 

Now, it does seem to me there ought to be 
some little consistency on the subject. I=f this 
vote is gf the character stated; if this people 
are of that character ; if itis proper to denounce 
them as ignorant and superstitious and not 
intelligent after the election, why not say so 
before? Why not meet it? The Senatorclaims 
to be actuated by high principles, and he has 
intimated pretty strongly that those who are 
opposed to him are not. Now, the truth of it 


is thatif there has been any means which has || 


not been resorted to by that Senator’s friends, 


if not by himself, to obtain the foreign vote, I 


am ignorant of it. So much for that. 
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portion of our citizens are of foreign birth; 


ignorance and supersti- | 


as relating to this recent change at our | 


I make no dis- | 
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‘hllieiete sir, one word with re nail to i. a an. 
acter of those people. Itis true that they have 
not had all the advantages of education which 
some ef our pe ople hav e had. The y have not 
all had the advantage of common schools. | 
do not think, therefore, that they should be de. 
nounced, as they have to-day been denounced 
by my colleague, as ‘the peasantry of Ey 
rope.’ If they were ‘‘peasants’’ at home. 
here they are freemen, and here we make no 
distinction. Js the Senator a Republican? 
Is he in favor of allowing the untaught, uned- 
ucated negroes of the South to vote; and does 


Reet cetntooe as 





| he wish to refuse the vote to those citizens of 


European birth who were invited by our laws 
to settle here? Isthat his position? I under. 
stand him to be in favor of inviting a universal 


| suffrage throughout the whole country. 


Mr. FERRY. That is my position. 

Mr. DIXON. And still he says to us that 
when the verdict of the State of Connecticut 
is influenced by the foreign vote it cannot be 
called the result of the intelligence of Con- 


Now, sir, I will close what I have to say 
upon that point by saying that I do not believe 
the honorable Senator will make the same 
speech which he has made here to-day at the 
polls or on the hustings at the next election. 
As the period approache s for holding the next 
election he and his friends will begin to think 
more favorably of the intelligence of our citi- 
zens of foreign birth, and not until after they 
have voted will they become ‘‘ignorant and 
superstitious.’’ 

The Senator has gone into matters of some- 
what a personal character, and if I allude to 
the Senator personally he will excuse me for 
so doing, inasmuch as he has, very properly 
perhaps, alluded to me. I make no objection 
to that. The Senator has said that for the las 
twelve years the standard of Reniblicenien 
has been so low in Connecticut, inasmuch as it 
has been controlled and led by myself and a 
small pratorian band controll ed by me, that 
it has resulted in their final defeat. The Sen- 
ator forgets that during that time we gave one 
majority at one of our State elections of nearly 
twelve thousand; he forgets that at another 
election, and that, I may be permitted to say, 

was the year when I was reélected, the major- 
ity was six thousand, with these same leaders. 

But, not to dwell upon that, the Senator 
says that men have been appointed to office 
who did not need to be influenced by an olli- 
cial bribe, that they were ready to go over with 
their leader whoever he might be—I do not 
claim to be that person—men to whom had 
been given offices for the sake of obtaining and 
controlling their votes; men who had not been 
influenced by high considerations as he had 
and those with whom he acted. Will the Sen- 
ator allow me to remind him of the manner in 
which he emerged from the perhaps more hon- 
orable pursuits of private life into public posi- 
tion. W hen he left the honorable pursuits of 
the bar, how was it? As a Know-Nothing. 
When I first had the pleasure of hearing that 
honorable Senator’s voice in the Legislature of 
Connecticut he wasaleader; this pure Repub- 
lican, who never followed any popular issue for 
the sake of office, was a leader of the Know- 
Nothing party ! 

Mr. FERRY. I believe you and I were to- 
gether that session. 

Mr. DIXON. And he remained true to that 
party, for he of course never changed. I beg 
the honorable Senator’s pardon. I had the 
honor of being elected to the Senate by an 
American Legislature ; but I never claimed to 
be a leader in the party, and in point of fact | 
never belonged to the party proper. The Sen- 
ator never saw me in any of his secret lodges. 

Mr. FERRY. Does the Senator mean to 
say that he never belonged to a Know-Nothing 
council? 


Mr. DIXON. Never. 


I never was inside 


|| of them. 


Never was initiated? 
I was never initiated. 


Mr. FERRY. 
Mr. DIXON. 








A 


— oe 





You were terribly misrepre- 
sented then in the Legislature of 1856, for 
you were elected by that Legislature on the 
express ground that you had been initiated in 
: Kaow- Nothing lodge. Iam glad to be cor- 
ected if it is not.so. 

Mr. DIXON. On the contrary, in 1856, when 
I was first elected to the Senate, a speech was 
published which I delivered, the first speech 
which I ever had the honor to deliver in the 
House of Representatives, in 1846, (I have been 
here a long time~in one House or the other 
against the native American party; and that 
speech was published and circulated with the 
view of preventing my election. If it was said 
at the time that I belonged to the Know- 
Nothing party proper, or had ever joined their 
lodges, or had ever entered into any initiation, 
a mistake was made. I never heard that such 
a claim was made. I should have probably 
met the Senator if I had been in their lodges. 
I should have met him in one of their secret 
meetings. ‘The Senator knows perfectly well 
that I was an outsider. There were some of 
their principles that were proper and right 
and when they discarded their proscription : and 
became an open party, I was willing to sup- 
ort those principles. [ am not now denounc- 
ing them. Iam only saying that the Senator 
who claims that he has been throughout a con- 
sistent Republican, and that he has been one 


re 
r¢ 


of that pure angelic class who — all office || 


and would resort to no means to obtain office, 
leaving that to more unworthy spirits, has, I 
think, mistaken or forgotten a portion of his 
history. I do not deny that the Senator had 
good reasons and good motives for entering 
into the Know-Nothing party. I do not dis- 
pute his right to do it: honorable men went 
with him; but if he was in at the birth of the 
Republican party he was very much belied in 
the State of Connecticut. It was supposed that 
the Republican party was formed without his 
aid and against him; that he acted with the 
Know- Nothing party long after the Republican 
party existed. That is the belief, ps I think 
the Senator will not deny it. But, sir, I do not 
pro 0Se 

Mr. HENDERSON. Mr. President, l rise 
to a question of order. I believe that the mo- 
tion pending is to go into executive session. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That isso. 

Mr. DIXON. Well, Mr. President 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. I believe 








it has never been the practiee of the Senate to | 


restrict Senators in the course of debate in 
which they see fit to indulge in arguing these 
questions. We cannot enforce that kind of 
order. Each Senator must judge by his own 
sense of propriety of the way in which he will 
handle his argument. This argument is sup- 
posed to relate to the subject of going in execu- 
tive session. Itistrue 1 do not see any con- 
nection with it, but Senators do, and they are 
the judges. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I will beg of the hon- 
orable Senator from Connecticut, then, that he 
will give way for an adjournment this evening, 
and close his speech to-morrow. 

Mr. DIXO} I will obviate any necessity 
for the Senator’s motion by closing in one 
moment. I have only a few more words to 
say. In this allusion to the Senator [Mr. 
Ferry] of course I mean no personal offense ; 
but Ire has assailed the motives of my friends 
he has declared that they have been governed 
by impure, improper, and corrupt motives for 
the last twelve years; and he has claimed that 
he and his friends have acted from none but 
the purest motives, have merely desired to 
advance the interests of the country. I have 
shown how that Senator himself has acted. 
If there is anything which authorizes him to 
assume that superiority in regard to party ex- 
cellence of conduct, then I am very glad to 
find it possible for him to enjoy that consola- 
tion, although the record disproves his claim. 

Now, perhaps, I ought to say a word in 
regard to the office-holders in Connecticut. 
He has alluded to some of them. I do not 
know that they need any defense from me. 


THE CON 


| It would perhaps be a work of supererogation. 


They ar oy rtion of our citizens. The Sen 
ator seems to be dissatisfied with the people 
of Co nnec cam his own constituency. Sir. l 


did not expect to be called on t » defer nd my 
own constituents against the attacks of my 


own colieague, and [ could wish the blow had 


| been struck by some other hand. 


of our nob le ¢ 


One portion of them he says are of foreign 
birth, ignorant, unintelligent, superstitious; 
and another portion of native birth are corrupt 
office-see ers, not needing bribe, ready to fol- 
low anywhere for the sake of office. Is that 
so? Is my colleague just toward those peopl 

‘ommonwealth? Is that true of 
the people of Connecticut? If so, the honor 
of representing that State is not so great as 
he and myself had fondly believed. No, sir, 


| the Senator is mistaken in regard to their 


character; they are honest, intelligent free- 
men; they have had no threat held over them. 
A large number of the office-holders, a major- 


| ity of them, have voted for his candidates, per- 


haps favored his election; a portion of tl 
have voted as I think right; but not a man 
of them has ever -had it intimated to him or 
ever suspected that he would be removed from 
office if he did not do so. 

Now, sir, a word as to the platform of prin- 
ciple which these gentlemen have followed. 
The Senator says that last year his friends suc- 
ceeded by five hundred majority, and this year 
they are defeated by twelve hundred, and yet 


| there has been no change of sentiment. Has 
| the Senator forgotten the position which they 


| took last year? 


Does not the Senator know 
perfectly well that the paper conducted by the 
Governor of the State then declared that there 
was no virtual difference between the Presi- 
dent and himself and his party? Has the 
Senator forgotten that record? Does he not 
remember that they claimed then to run as 
Johnson men? Does the Senator remember 
the interview which that gentleman had with 
the President of the Unit 1d States, as it was 
reported in the Connecticut papers a few days 
before the election, in which in the form of a 
dialogue the interview was related to the peo- 
ple of Connecticut, and it was declared that 
there was no virtual difference ; that Governor 
Hawley and President Johnson thought alike ; 
and that, too, after the veto of the Freedmen’s 
Bureau bill, and after the speech of the 22d 
February, 1866? And now the Senator says 
these same men have always acted on high 
principle, and last year, avowing their prin- 


|| ciple, they elected their ticket by five hundred 


majority. The Senator remembers all these 
things; the Senator very well knows the posi- 
tion they then took, claiming to be par excel- 
lence the Johnson party of the State of Con- 
sonore Yet when the election was secured 
by the means which I have described, the 


result was announced in the Radical press as 


a verdict against the President and his policy! 
Such are the lofty and honorable means by 


| which unselfish patriots who now boast of their 
| spotless purity have been accustomed to win 


their triumphs. 

Sir, [ regret very much that the question of 
the Connecticut election should be brought 
into discussion here. I have not introduced 
it. The Senator from Nevada saw fit to intro- 
duce it. I attempted to reply tosome portion 
of his remarks ; I made no allusion to my col- 
league except in the most indirect way; I do 
not complain of his reference to me; but I 


|| barely beg leave to say that if I heve referred 


at all to his course it has been in reply to his 
own direct reference to myself and my friends. 
I am willing to concede to that Senator hon- 
esty of purpose; I suppose him to be honest. 
Probably he was bea st when he was in the 
dark-lantern society. I will not deny that 
when he led that patriotic band of office-seek- 
ers and office-holders he was governed by 
patriotic motives, and when he emerged from 
that into the Republican party, the Know- 
Nothing party having collapsed, I concede to 
him, if he claims the concession, that even 


| then he was not governed by any selfish mo- 


nem 
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tives. [am willing to concede evervthing to 


him ipon that s ibyje ct, and even to his friends 
in the State which they so loudly claim. They 
are rabid, and rather uncomfortable ; they ars 
somewhat dificult men to deal with, hard to 
satisfy, always complaining; but still let us 


say, since they will have it so, that they excel 
all men in honesty of purpose and purity of 
motive. Honesty is rugged in = character. 
Chey certainly never could be called men of a 
flattering: - et, and they have alway ve ponsoened 
a wonderful capacity of winning dislike. They 
say all the severe things they think and some- 
times a little more than they think, as I trust 
is the case*with my friend to-day. But while 
[ am willing to submit to this for myself, | 


| cannot silently listen to assaults from any 


quarterupon mye onstituents. whether of native 
or foreign birth. 

Mr. BUCKALEW. Mr. President, I have 
come to the conclusion this morning that the 
Senate is not very anxious to adjourn, 
seem to have departed from the pending b usi- 
ness to discuss other subjects. Now, sir, I wis 


and we 


r 


to make one point while this question of the 


continuance of our session is under considera 


tion. The Senate, by passing the tenure-ot 
oflice bill, by agreeing to the enactment of that 
measure, assume “d a peculiar and novel obli 
gation, one that has never before rested upon 
it at any former session, whether a regular 
one or a special one, under a call of the Presi 


| dent. By that tenure-of-oflice bill we have 


deprived the President of the United States of 
the power of filling offices which may be vacant 
at the time of ouradjournment. Not only have 
we imposed a prohibition upon him in this par- 

vular, and thus changed the practice of aa 
Gove rnment as it has obtained from the ear 
liest periods, but upon the appointing power, 
and upon persons ap pointed or selected to 
office in violation of that prohibition, we have 
imposed severe penal enactments. ‘The Sen 
fate, therefore, by agreeing to that bill, by 
passing that bill, ‘have assumed the obligation 
and duty of filling these offices before adjourn- 
ment. I think that that duty ought not to be 
shirked ; it is one that cannot be honestly and 
fairly evaded. 

Senators are to remember also in this con 
nection that within the last year we have in- 
creased our compensation; we have largely 
increased the pay allowed us by law. Having 
done so, and having prohibited the President 
from filling the public offices of the country, 
it is our clear and plain duty to remain here 
until ail those offices are filled, at least those 
that are important, all those that there is not 
any existing provision of law for their manage- 
ment and control in the absence of a regular 
ap pointment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The que 
tion is on proceeding to the consideration of 
executive business ; and on that question the 
yeas and nays have been demanded. 

Mr. T RU MBU L L. L dk ‘0 hope si ince we have 
now disposed of Connecticut, and Wisconsin, 
too, I believe, [Mr. Sumner. Have we?] 
for to-day I trust, that we may be permitted 
to come to the question of adjournment, if that 
is the question before the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is not 
the question before the Sen: ute; the question 
is on going into exee utive session. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope that 
made that motion will withdraw it and let us 
have the question on the adjournment. If we 
had settled it yesterday we should have saved 
this debate to-day. 


Mr. ANTHONY. 


wioevel 


L will withdraw the mo- 


|} tion if [ can be permitted to do so. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Now, then, let us have 
a vote on the question of adjournment. 

Mr. SUMNER. I renew the motion to go 
into executive session. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The yeas 


| and nays having been ordered, the motion of 


the Senator from Rhode Island cannot be 


| withdrawn but by leave of the Senate. 


Mr. SUMNER. I object. 


‘| he PRESIDEN I pro tempore. ‘| he ( ‘hair 








will q n on granting leave to with- | 
di t| y nd nays. 

| ‘ 

M bv dul Looking at the clock I beg 
to remind schate that it now wants twenty 
wilt ( u | think at that hour we had 
t t ad irn and » home it we are not dis- 
} j 9 into executive session and attend 
to the business on our table. If Senators are | 
disposed to adjourn and go home for the day 
J have no objection to that; but | do not think } 
it advisable for us to open again to-day the | 
debate on the question of a final adjournment. 
It is evident from the very discursive and mul- 
tifarious speeches to which we hae listened 
with so much interest on this subject of an ad- 
journment that there is much more to be said. 
[he subject has not been exhausted. Con- 
n it is not exhausted; nor is Wisconsin; 
in sh I believe that is a perennial fountain 


which must always flow as long as my excel- 


lent triend | Mr. Doonirrie] is in this Chamber 
It is evident there is much more to be said on 
the subjeet; it had better, therefore, go over 
until to-morrow. If the Senate is not dis- 
posed to adjourn and go home let us at least 
vo into executive session, lo that end, there 
fore—I supposed that motion was pending; 
if itis not | make the motion that the Senate 
proce 1 to the consideration of executive busi 
ne and on that | ask for the yeas and nays 

the PRESIDENT pro tempore. That mo- 
tion | heen pending for thre hours. 

Mr. SUMNER. I ask for the yeas and nays 
on it. 

fhe yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 13, nays 24; as follows: 

YEA Mesers. Buckalew, Cattell, Cole, Conkling, 
( i, Drake, Fessenden, Harlan, Morgan, Patter- 

{ New Hi unpshire, Patterson of Tennessee, Sui- 
ner and Van Winkie 13. , y 

\AYS—Messrs. Anthony, Chandler, Dixon, Doolit- 
tle, Ferry, Fowler, Freling shuy n, Llenderson, Llowe, 
Johnson, Morrill of Maine, Morrillof Vermont, Mor- 
ton, Norton, Nye, Ramsey, Ross, Stewart, Thayer, 
Tipton, Trumbull, Wade, Williams, and Yates—24. 

\ LSE NT—Messrs. Bayard, Cameron, Conness, Cor- 
hett, D . Edmunds, Grimes, Guthrie, Hendricks, 
Hloward, Pomeroy, Saulsbury, Sherman, Sprague, 
Willey, and Wilson—16. 


Senate refused to go into executive 


So the 





the PRESIDENT protempore. The ques 
tion is on the resolution fixing the day of ad- 
journment, as amended, 

Mr. SUMNER. On that I ask for the yeas 
and nay 3. 

. he yeas and nays were ordered. 
. DOOLITTLE. ‘Thatis Tuesday at four 
© Cio k. | 1) eve, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. That is 
the resolution as amended. 

lhe question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 26, nays 11; as follows: 

YK AS—Messrs. Anthony, pense, Cole, Conk- 
ling, Doolittle, Drake, Ferry, Fowl He arlan, Hen- | 
derson, Howe, Johnson, Morrill of Vermont, Mor- | 
ton, Norten, Nye, Patterson of New Hampshire, 
Ran , Stewart, Thayer, Tipton, Trumbull, Van 
Winkle, Wade, Williams, and Yates—26. | . 

NAYS—Me . Buckalew, Cattell, Cragin, Dixon, 
Fessenden, Frelinghuysen, Morgan, Morrillof Maine, 
Patterson of Tennessee, Ross, and Sumner—1l. 

: . ‘ : ‘ 

ABSEN'T-— Messrs. Bayard, Cameron, Conness, Cor- 
bett, Davis, Edmunds, Grimes, Guthrie, Hendricks, 
lioward, Pomeroy, Saulsbury, Sherman, Sprague, 
Willey, and Wilson—16. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION, 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I move that the Senate | 


proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
hess. 

ihe motion was agreed to; and after some 
time spent in executive session the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned, 


Satcrpay, April 13, 1867. 
H. Gray, D. D. 


Prayer by Rev. E. 
yesterday was read and 


rhe Journal of 


a} proved, 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION, 


ic 


The P 


the Senate a communication from the Secre- 
tary the [nterior, transmitting a report of 


the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in response 


‘ 
Ol 


RESIDENT pro tempore laid before | 
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proceeded to 


| abse nee or not, 


| consent, and : 


Senate of March 29, 
of information as to 
ordered to be printed, 


of the 


various items 


<a 
a resoiution 
ealling for 


to 


Indian affairs, which was 
and lie on the 


table. 


TENURI 


[-OF-OFFICE BILL. 


Mr. RAMSEY. [I move that there be printed 
for the use of the Senate five hundred copies 
of the tenure-of. ollice bill. There is OCC4&S1ION | 





April 15, 


of duty; which was ordered to lie on the ta} 1 


for reference to it all the time, and there is no | 


way of putting our hands upon it. 
printed in the newspapers, but such copies are 
not at reach always. I make the motion; the 
expense will not be mu¢ h. 

The motion was agreed to. 


COLORADO TERRITORY. 


It may be 


GOVERNOR OF 
After a pause— 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I move that the 

Senate now proceed to the consideration of 
executive business. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will suggest that there are several resolutions 
on the table that may be acted on if Senators 
see fit to call them up. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. 
motion if there is any other business to be 
done. 


Mr. THAYER. I move to take up the res- 
olution I submitted on Tuesday last, relative to 
the Governor of Colora . 

The motion Was agvret 
consider 


} 

oO. 

dto; and the Senate 

the following resolu- 

tion: 
y> 


Resolved, That the President be requested to in- 
form the Senate, if in his opinion not incompatible 


with the publie interest, when Alexander Cummings 


was appoint 1 Governor of Colorado Tex ‘ritory; how 
much of the time the said Cummings has been absent 
from the Territory since his appointment, and 
whether by permission or not; and how much of 
said time wit permission an 1 how much without 
permission, and whether on publie duties or not; and 


whether hi is sal: iry has been paid to him during his 
and how much has been paid to him 
as salary for the time he has been absent from the 
Territory. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

SENATE EMPLOYES, 

Mr. CRAGIN submitted the following reso- 
lution ; which was considered by unanimous 
reed to: 


or 
ce 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be di- 
rected to pi iy out of the contingent fund of the Sen- 
ate to the clerks of committees and pages employed 
during the present special session of the Senate, and 


|| resolution fixing the time for the adjournme: 


IT withdraw the || 


| time spent in executive 


and be printed. 
LEVISION THE RULES, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Sep. 
ator from Maine [Mr. Fressenpen] offered a 
res solution on Saturday, which was laid over 
which ought to be considered in open session 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I would rather wai; 


until more Senators get in this morning befy 
taking it up. 


OF 


re 


EXECUTIVE SESSION, 

Mr. RAMSEY. If there is no business jp 
open session, I move that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of executive business, 

The motion was agreed to; and after some 
session, the doors were 
reopened. 

EXTENSION OF TI 


Mr. JOHNSON. I desire to enter a motion 


to reconsider the vote on the passage of the 


SESSION. 


of the present session of the Senate sine die, 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion 


| will be entered. 


Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following 


|| resolution for consideration: 





such other employé6s as are paid by the day, the usual | 


per diem compensation. 
REVISION OF THE RULES. 
Mr. FESSENDEN submitted the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, That a committee of three Senators be 
appointed to revise the rules of the Senate, and to 
report thereon early in the next session. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On motion of Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, 
the Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
executive business ; and after five hours spent 
in executive session, the doors were reopened, 
and the Senate adjourned. 


Monpay, April 15, 1867. 


KE. H. Gray, D. D. 
Journal of yesterday was read and 


Prayer by Rev 


The 


| approved. 


EXECUTIVE 
The PRESIDEN 


COMMUNICATIONS. 
\T pro tempore laid before 


| the Senate a message from the President of 
| the United States, communicating, in compli- 
| ance with a resolution of the Senate of 


the 
10th instant, information relative to prisoners 
of war taken by belligerents in the Mexican 
republic. 

Mr. SUMNER. I move that those 
lie upon the table, and be printed for tbe 
of the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore also laid 


apers 
use 


before the Senate a message of the President || 


of the United States, communicating, in com- 
} solution of the Senate of Jan- 


pliance with a re 
uary 28, 1867, information in relation to the 


‘absence of territorial officers from their post 


| in said court; 


Resolved, That the time fixed by the resolution of 
the 12th instant for closing the present session of the 
Senate by an adjournment sine die be extended to 
the hour of four o’clock p.m. on Wednesday, the l7th 


of April. 

LOUIS V. BOGY. 

On motion of Mr. ROSS, the letter of th 
ecretary of the Interior, dated April 8, 1867 
communicating, in compliance with a resolu 
tion of the Senate of the 5th instant, informa- 
tion in relation to the employment of Louis V. 
Bogy in the Department of the Interior, was 
taken from the table and referred to the ( 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid befor 


the Senate a report of the Secretary of thi 
Treasury, communicating, in compliance with 
a resolution of the Senate of the 12th instar 
information in relation to the employment of 
an attorney to represent that Department 
the Court of Claims in certain cases pet nding 
which, on motion of Mr. Cuanp- 
LER, was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE, 


Mr. DRAKE. 


S ' 


Ol- 


I wish to ask leave of ab 


| sence for the remainder of this session of the 


Senate. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I am averse to the 


| Senate beginning this practice of giving leave 


to Senators toabsent themselves. It has never 


| been done in the Senate since I have been 


| main. 


here to my knowledge. A request was made 
the other day which was not acted upon. 
Every Senator has a right to go away when 
he chooses, and we cannot compel him to re- 
He can justify himself to his own mind 
and to his constituent# if he needs any justifi- 

cation. By undertaking to give leaves of ab- 
sence we introdice a practice here which has 
never prevailed to my knowledge. Every gen- 


| tleman acts upon his own responsibility. | 
| have no doubt, as the Senator says, that there 


; us. 


is very good reason for him to go; but there 


| is no reason why we should pass upor it in 


He does not need any leave from 
He can go and return at his pleasure. 
That has been the practice of the Senate hith- 
erto, and I hope that it will not be broken 


over. 
Mr. DRAKE. 


any way. 


I will state that I made the 


| application undera misapprehension. I thought 


that it was a customary thing. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. No, sir. 

Mr. DRAKE. Now, beiyg informed by the 
honorable Senator from Maine that it is not, 
of course [do not wish to continue the appli- 
cation. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the 


| Senator withdraw his motion ? 


i 


Mr. DRALE. sir. 


Yes, 











ab- 


the 


the 
ive 
ver 
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CONDENSED REPORTS. 
Mr. BUCKALEW. Ioffer the following res- 
olution, and ask for its present scadiiiahatinns 
Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be au- 
thorized to enter into a contract in the name of the 


Senate with some proper person tofurnish condensed 


synoptical reports of the proceedings and debates 


r th e Senate, the same to be free to the press ot the 


country or to any authorized agency tliereof, such 
contract not to continue for a period exceeding one 
year, and to be submitted to the Senate for approval. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Is there 
any objection to the present consideration of 

the resolution ? 

Mr. PESSE NDEN. 
inquiry simply? 

Mr. SUMNER. Let it be read again. 

The Secretary again read the resolution. 

Mr. SUMNER. That is avery important 
proposition, indeed. I should like to have it 
considered at least by our Committee on Print- 
ing. 

Mr. BUCKALEW. I will state that my 
motive in taking up the resolution is to permit 
the chairman of the Committee on Printing to 
make a motion with regard to it. I do not see 
him here at the present moment, however. | 
will make the motion in his absence. I ask 
the Senate to take up the resolution in order 
to submit a motion in regard to the subject. I 
do not want it adopted now. 

The PRESIDENT prote mpore. What mo- 
tion does the Senator make in regard to it? 

Mr. BUCKALEW, To proceed to its con- 
sideration. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
any objection? 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, and Mr. FRE- 
LINGHUYSEN. J] object 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
being made, it lies over. 

Mr. SUMNER. I do not know why we 


Is it a resolution of 


Is there 


Objection 


. 


| glad indeed if we 


should object if it is merely to go to a commit- | 


tee. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, 
mittee to contract. 

Mr. SUMNER. But I would send it to the 
committee tor inguiry. 

the PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection 
being made, the resolution goes over under the 
rule, 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The objection, I appre- 
hend, will be withdrawn. The Senator from 
Pennsylvania stated that he did not wish action 
upon the resolution, but desired to have it taken 
up for the purpose of making a motion in regard 
toit. 1 apprehend there can be no objection 
to that. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I understand 
that the Senator’s object is to offer a substitute. 

Mr. BUCKALEW. No, sir. The chair- 
man of the Committee on Printing desires, 
when this subject is up, to move to refer it to a 
select committee, 
submit that motion in his absence as if he were 
here. I want it acted on to-day. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There is no objection 
to that. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Objection 
has been made, and if it is persisted in the 
resolution goes over. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
the objection. 

The PRESIDENT protempore. Ifno other 
objection be interposed the resolution will be 
considered as before the Senate. 

Mr. BUCKALEW. At the instance of the 
chairman of the Committee on Printing, I 
move to refer this subject to a select commit- 
tee of three. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 
if this resoluticn goes to a committee of three 
whether it goes to that committee with author- 
ity to enter into this arrangement? 

Several Srxztors. Oh, no; to reportupon it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. To report it back to 
the Senate? 

Mr. BUCKALEW. Certainly. 

Mr. SUMNER. Then should not the reso- 
lution be altered to the common form, that the 
committee be directed to consider the expedi- 
ency of entering into such an arrangement ? 


It authorizes the com- 


I withdraw 








out hereto yfore, misrepresenting 


CONGRESSION AL 


. FESSENDEN. The Senator does not 
un de rstand it. ‘The resolution authorizes the 
Committee on Printing tocontract. Now, the 
motion of the Senator from Pennsylvania is to 
refer the resolution to a select committee, and 
they must report whether it is advisable to 
direct the Committee on Printing to make such 
acontract. T ie is no objection to that. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I am in favor of the 
proposition in that view, and I hope it will be 
adopted, and that the committee will re port; 
and IT am — ared to say that I hope they will 
authorize the Committee on P rinting to ms ike 
such a endian: to have some way by which 
the re ports of this body can go out in other 
than the garbled form in which they have gone 
r the positions 
of Senators almost dais. | have never made 
a complaint in my life; I have never risen, | 
believe, to a personal explanation since I have 
been a member of the body; but I have seen 
the abuse of this thing, and I shall be very 
can get a reform in some 
way. 

Mr. BUCKALEW. I understand the ob- 
jection heretofore made to any action of this 
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I think, yesterday to sanediiiies the nee ion 
of a jjournment. 1 do not see the Senator in 
his place who made it, but under the circum- 
stances I think the motion to reconsider per- 
haps had better be acted upon at id the resolu- 
tion be reconsidered, and then it can lie on the 
table. 


Mr. ANTHONY. 


There was another mo- 


| tion made to postpone the time of the adjourn- 


kind is that the Senate is in the power of the | 
Associated Press. and that if we have authentic | 


and accurate reports prepared that association 


| will not receive them ; the »y will by their exten- 


sive power, by their control over the press 
of the country, use their own reports in the 


| future, and our attempt to extricate ourselves 


from the existing situation will be fruitless. 
That is the objection which has been stated, 
and | believe the only one which has induced 
delay with reference to this question of reform. 
Now, sir, | want to know whether the Senate 
of the United States isatthe mercy of anybody 
who may be placed in our gallery under our 
rule; whether the reports of our proceedings 
shall be given to the country in precisely suc : 
form as an unauthorized and irre sponsi ible i 

dividual may choose; whether his partialitie s 
shall be exercised in representing members to 
the public; whether his incapacity shal! brood 
over the information which is given to the coun- 


| try of what we do. 


I have been in the habit occasionally during 


| the recent sessions of Congress of looking at 


the daily reports, and I must say that they are 
essentially unjust; they are essentially unfair 
as to individual members; and that they con- 
vey an improper view to the community of 
what we do. i think upon due inquiry it will 
be found that we may exercise some control 
over this subject; that if we attain accurate, 
intelligent, authentic reports the Associated 
Press, and all the press not connected with that 
association, will 
producing a better article we will command 


& || the market. If the Associated Press, when 
He is not present, but I will || 


that provision is made, will not take these 
reports when they are furnished to them free 


| of charge, we have the power to defend our- 


selves certainly. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The ques- 
tion is on the motion of the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania, to refer this subject to a select com- 
mittee of three. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
the committee be appointed ? 

Mr. BUCKALEW. By the Chair. 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. CHAN DLE! I now move that the 


How shall 


| Senate proceed to the consideration of e xecu- 
i should like to inquire || 


tive business. 


The motion was agreed to; and after some || 


| time spent in executive session, the doors were 


reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


April 16, 1867. 
H. Gray, D. D. 


TUESDAY, 
Prayer by Rev 


eventually take them. By | 


ment. I think that had better be acted upon 
rather than the motion to reconsider. The 


| Senator who made the motion to reconsider 


will be in presently, and perhaps we had better 


| defer action on the subject until then. 


Mr. SUMNER. 
CONDENSED REPORTS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
will take this occasion to announce the special 
committee appointed to consider the resolution 

hy Peery . : : ’ 
offered by Mr. Bucka.ew, directing the Com- 


Very well. 


| mittee on Printing to make a contract with 


regard to condensed reports of the proceed- 
ings of the Senate. The Chair will appoint 
Mr. Buckatew, Mr. Antiony, and Mr. Tru- 
BULL to be that committee. 

EXTENSION OF THE SESSION. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I desire to call up the 
resolution that was laid on the table yeste rday 
by the Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. Ax- 
THONY]| with reference to extending the time 
of adjournment. 

There being no objection, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the time fixed by the resolution of 
the 12thinstant for closing the present session of the 
Senate by an adjournment eine die be extended to 
the hour of four o’clock p. m. on Wednesday, the 
l7th of April. 

Mr. HOWE. What assurance is there that 
we shall be any better prepared to adjourn 
to-morrow than we are to-day? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If we are not, we can 
postpone it anotherday. I think there is some 
chance of our getting through to-morrow. If 
not, we can postpone the adjournment a day 
further. 

Mr. HOWE. What assurance is there that 
we shall havea quorum to-morrow to postpone 
the adjournment? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Then we cannot do 


| any business. My own impression is that 


probably we cannot get through at best until 


Thursday. 
SUMNER. Allow me to ask, would it 


not be better, then, simply to reconsider the 
resolution of adjournment, and let it lie on the 
table, to be called up when we can see the 
time to fix it? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. If we reconsider the 


| resolution, and are left without a quorum, with 


The Journal of yesterday was read and | 


approved. 
EXTENSION OF THE SESSION. 
Mr. SUMNER. 


There was a motion made. 


ti 


| the resolution by striking out ‘* 


| 


no time fixed, we cannot adjourn at all. I 
think this is the better way. 1 think there will 
be a quorum. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
resolution read. 

The Secretary read it. 

Mr. SUMNER, 1 move to amend the reso- 
lution by inserting ‘‘Thursday, the 18th of 
April.’’ 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I have no objection to 
that. I do not think we can get through 
before Thursday. If we should get through 
to-morrow we can adjourn then if we have a 
mind to. 

Mr. SUMNER. Of course we can. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Avy- 
THONY in the chair.) It is moved to amend 
Wedne day, the 
and inserting ‘‘ Thursday, the 


I should like to have the 


17th of April,”’ 
18th of April.’’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ques- 
tion now is on the resolution as amended. 

Mr. HOWE. I cannot vote for the resolu- 
tion. Ihave nosort _ assurance that we shall 
be any better prepared to adjourn to-morrow, 


or Thursday, or next week, or next month than 
we are to-day. | here is nothing in the world 
|| that I know of to prevent our adjourning to- 
day except the simple fact that there are cer- 
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have 


have not 


the United States which 
no been filled yet; and tho ‘ 
filled the President ha 
not found time since the Ist of Decembey last 
to send men to the Senate that the Senate could 
Not having been able to 
that time affords to my 
mind a very clear indication that he will not 
find time to do it betore the middle of next 
and strong reasons for suspecting that 
he will not do it before the middle of next fall, 
and tisfactorv ground of be- 
lief that he will not do it at all if the Senate 
once advise him that they are prepared to stay 
1 


until he aoes ao it. 


tain offices in 
olhees 
been 


imply vecau 


or would confirm. 


accompli h this in 


week, 


1 
J think a very sa 


here 

These oflices have been vacant, if they can 
be vacant, since the 4th of March last. Some 
body is for that. If the President 
has sent us men whom we ought to have con- 
firmed, we are to blame, because we have not 
confirmed them. If he has not sent us men 
whom we ought to confirm, he is to blame, 
sent us such men. 
Kivery time we have voted to reject a man 
whose nomination was n¢ cessary to filling an 
oflice we have voted to leave that office vacant, 
and every time he has sent us a man whom he 
had satistactory reasons for believing we would 
not confirm he has 
be vacant rather than send us another man. 


to blame 


because he ought to have 


Now, I do not think the Senate ought to be 


required to stay here forever to try this ques- 
tion. I the Senate that 
whenever I had voted to reject a man I had 
voted that I would rather that man should be 
confirmed, though the conse- 
quence was that the oflice should be closed. 
[ have rejected all that I have any appetite for 
rejecting. I would like to close out the enter- 
tainment; and I would like, if the Senate felt 
satisfied with the way it has discharged its 
duty heretofore, that it should ¢ to the 
that it had enough in that 
direction, and should go home and take the 
responsibility of these offices be ing closed, if 
the fault is ours, and if it is not ours let it rest 
on the only other quarter where it can fall. 
Therefore | voted deliberately last week to @x 
four o'clock the hour for 
adjournment. Ido not want to extend it one 
When four o'clock comes I want 
this Senate to dissolve, not exactly into thin 
air, but into individuals, and | want permis- 
sion to retire from this Capitol. 

Mr. CAMERON. I hope we shall not ex- 
tend the time of adjournment beyond to-mor- 
row at furthest. I did believe when I came 
here that some kindly treatment toward the 
President might induce him to act wisely in 
his appointments ; but so far as Pennsylvania 
is concerned every appointment that he sends 
in is worse than the preceding one. I do not 
believe if we were to remain here until next 
December, as far as my State is coneerned, 
the appointments would be satisfactory to the 
Republican party, that party which elected 
him. Ithink his intention is, if possible, to 
throw the responsibility upon us of leaving these 
offices vacant. I forone am willing to take the 
responsibility which justly belongs to the action 
of the Senate. The vacancies which now exist 
in Pennsylvania were created last summer, 
when he believed, through bad advice, that he 
could control Pennsylvania and with Pennsyl- 
vania carry the Union for his policy. He failed 
to do so, notwithstanding he removed almost 
every Office-holder in Pennsylvania. Almost 
every man in office there who had voted for 
him was compelled to give place to somebody 
who had epposed his election. It had no effect 
upon our election then, and | am willing to try 
itagain. I do not believe that he has any in- 
tention of appointing anybody but the worst 
men he can appoint—the worst men he can 
select who are willing to take his places. 

For myself | would much rather adjourn to- 


} 
have once said to 


rejected than 


‘ome 


con lu ion done 


this afternoon as 


minute, 


concluded to let that office | 


I shall vote for 
no more of these compromises. 

Mr. CHANDLER. IL think we are a little 
at fault in this matter, Mr. President. Certain 
Senators on this side of the House proclaimed 
a few days ago that they were determined that 
these offices should be filled. Of course that 
was giving Mr. Johnson notice that he might 
continue to send in Copperheads and traitors, 
and that they would vote tocontirm them. To 
correct that misapprehension on his part I am 
willing to give him one day’s notice that Cop- 
perheads and traitors will not be confirmed, 
and that if he sends in loyal men they will be. 
I wish simply to correct the misapprehension 
that has arisen in his mind from the action of 
than two or three members on this 
side of the Senate, in proclaiming that they 
would vote to fill the ofices no matter who the 
nominees were. I shall, therefore, vote for 
the postponement one day. I am willing to 
give him one day’s notice, and then I would 
adjourn sine die whether the offices were filled 
ornot. I said the other day that I would not 


with him, where it will rest. 


not more 


| be coerced into voting for improper men, and 


I will not; and lam willing to serve on him 
to-day notice that we give him one day more 
to fill these oflices with proper men and no 
more time. I hope that the motion to extend 
the time for twenty-four hours will prevail, and 


| that there will be no further extension. 


Mr. FESSENDEN, 1 was not aware, until 
I heard the Senator from Michigan, that any 
Senators on this side of the Chamber, or on 


| either side of the Chamber, had given notice 


| not aware of the fact before. 


| way. 
| They strike wide, but they do not, many of 
|| them, produce much effect. 
| thing, intimated no such thing as that I should 


| to fill them; 


that they would vote for Copperheads or any- 
body else that the President might send here. 
| suppose if there are any such Senators the 
Senator from Michigan can name them. I was 
Is the Senator 
disposed to say who they are? 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator from Maine 
said he would vote to fill these offices, and it 
is the Senatorfrom Maine I mean. He is the 
chief, certainly. I mean the Senator from 
Maine. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I thought so. The 
Senator is always trying to hit at me in some 
1 know his blows are not very severe. 


I said no such 


vote for improper men, for Copperheads or 
traitors; and if the Senator means to say that 
I did he states what is not true in any sense. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I stated just what the 
Senator did say: that he meant that these 
offices should be filled, and that he would vote 
and he saw the class of men 
whose names were coming in, and notice was 
given to the President, as 1 have been in- 
formed, that if he persisted in sending in these 
uames the Senate would surrender. 

Mr. FESSENDi&@N. No such inference can 
be drawn from anything I said except by a 
man who is determined to draw wrong inter- 
ences. Take the record, look at it, and see if 
any such inference can be drawn from what I 
said. ‘The Senator cannot find it. It was not 
said or intimated in any shape. I said, sir, 
what I say now, that in my judgment it is the 
duty of the Senate to stay here until these 
offices are filled; and I said, moreover, that 
if the President sent in proper men, men that 


| we ought to vote for, I should vote for them. 


I said nothing and intimated nothing about 
others, and when the Senator puts that out to 


' the country [ repel it with the scorn and con- 


day than to-morrow, but I am willing to wait | 


until to-morrow and give him notice that that 
is the end of the time. If he thinks proper to 
send in proper persons here we will confirm 
them; if he does not, let the responsibility be 





“tempt I feel. 


Now, sir, the Senator must not be too hard 
upon us in his late position of leader on this 
side of the Chamber. When he assumes it he 
at least must ‘be reasonably generous, and at 
any rate confine himself to facts and to proper 
inferences drawn from what is said by other 
Senators. Let him turn to the record and see 


if I said anything that would bear any such 
inference as he has drawn. 

Sir, I think the Senate has got to stay here 
| properly until all hope of agreeing with the 
President on these appointments is lost. I 
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country will hold us responsible if 
we desert our posts. Iam as anxious to retire 
as anybody. But, what have we done? We 
have passed a tenure-of-oflice bill which pre- 
vents, what has hitherto been done, the Presi- 
dent from filling the offices in the recess. eo 
that in some cases the duties of the office can- 
not be performed by any one. We have passed 
that bill over his veto. Now, having done it, 
if we undertake to go away as long as he ig 
making an effort, by sending in names here, to 
fill these offices, without doing it, I say the 
responsibility is upon us and we cannot avoid 
it. The advice that is given upon that subject 
in my judgment is bad and dangerous advice: 
and if my friend, the Senator from Pennsy].- 
vania, is willing to take the responsibility for 
Pennsylvania, let me say to him that I think he 


| will find the responsibility a weighty one. | 


know he is ready to take it when he says he 
is; but I think he will find that he is not so able 
to carry it as he supposes. 

There are other parties concerned in this 
question besides the President and the Senate, 


/and those parties are the people of the coun- 


try who want these offices filled. You may talk 


| about shutting up a post office in an important 


town because we cannot agree with the Presi- 


| dent as to who shall be postmaster; but what 








will the people of that town say when they 
cannot get their letters and their newspapers ‘ 
These little matters have a very important 
effect upon the public mind, let me say to Sen 
ators; and however they may talk about polit- 
ical effect in throwing the responsibility upon 
the President and off our shoulders, let me say 
to Senators that when it comes to a matter of 
personal inconvenience to every man, woman, 
and child in an important town or city in this 
Union, its people will hold everybody respon- 
sible who had any part in the matter, and say 
that it is more important to the country that 
the office should be administered than that the 
President should blame the Senate or the Se: 
ate blame the President. We cannot escape 
our share of that responsibility, in my judg- 
ment; and more especially can we not escape 
it if we do not fill the custom-house offices, 
where the revenue is collected, and leave the 
question of who shall collect it a moot question 
and a difficult question to be met. 

The opinion I expressed before I express 
now in its full length and breadth; I say it is 


| the duty of the Senate to stay here until we 


come to an agreement with the President on 
these matters, or until it is manifest that there 
is no possibility of our agreeing. Let us look 
at the facts and see how they will stare us in 
the face. ‘The President removed between 
four and five hundred officers, as was stated 
here in debate ; and at this day there are some 
fifty or sixty offices that are not filled—perhaps 
not so many; certainly not more. ‘The rest 
have been filled, and filled with men who have 
been confirmed by this Senate. What is the 
inference? ‘That the President has nominated 
nearly four hundred men who were acceptable 
to the Senate. 

I do not mean to defend the President for 
his action in turning out those men. [I find as 
much fault with it as anybody. I am ready to 
stay here as long as anybody to keep out im- 
proper persons; but I am unwilling that the 
argument should be turned against us and 
against me. I am unwilling that the friends 
ot the President should have it in their power 
io say, ‘‘ Look; out of nearly five hundred 
men the President has nominated four hun- 
dred were acceptable to you.’’ Every day that 
he sends in names we confirm a dozen or more 
of his nominations. When that is going on 
can we say that the President is not making 
an effort to agree with the Senate? Do we 
take the position that he has po right to an 
opinion on the subject when he is the person 
appointed by the Constitution to make nomina- 
tions to office? 

As long as he continues to send men that 
we do not approve we have a right to reject 
them. I do not quarrel with the Senate for 
that; but what I advise is that we should try in 
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good faith to secure the filling of the vacant 
‘ 3 and wait with a proper degree of pa- 
ni until that object is accom) ished, or at 
i until it is obvious to the whole « ountry 


rat we cannot agree and that the fault is not 
mous. In my 
vet arrived. From the very naturs » of things, 
trom the very nature of the case, it is obvious 
that there must be a difference. ‘The Pres 

dent is no longer our friend; 
We must accept the situation 
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udgment that time has not 


he 1s no ionger 
| 

ucting WILD US. 
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we cannot help it—and do our duty in the bes 


} 
1 
’ ’ 
} 4 } ¢ ¢ ; 
2 the best Loa 


way we ¢ an, make the most ant 
we can out of it. 

Sir, I think the advice th: at gentle men give, 
to adjourn to-day at four o'clock, three hours 
and « half from now, with some forty or fiity 
ollices of importance unfilled, is } an and dan 
gerous advice. It is but a short time sinee we 
raised our yearly salary to $5,000. We have 
tuken Care lo pay ourselves well. I am not 
respo ynsible for that, but with others I accepte -d 
that sit iation, and having done it my time is 
ant d ought to be at the se rvice of the commu- 
nity that ut pays me, and neither my own personal 
convenience nor any whim of mine should lead 
me to desert my post until I « can do it sale ly Lo 
the best interests of the country. 

Sir, this is a matter of indifference to me, as 
much so as to any other Senator, I have not 
ore interest in it than anyother individual, 
but I shall Oppose these motions as long as I 
can, and if the Senate vote me down I shall 
ro home, and gladly go hom ne with the r 


of them, and be willing to take 


g he conse- 


quences. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator desires me 
to be modest in my leadership. I will inform 
that Senator that I never aspire »d to lead ership. 

I have been, perhaps, one of the humblest fol- 
{ the Sens stor from Maine in his lead 
ersh ip for years. 1 followed him as long as | 
could, and | believe | followed him very closely 


lowers ot 





up to the time when he desired 1 ) ad. 
gress and I didnot. I then used the argument 
Lual we were paid by the year, and |] desired to 
hold Congress here that we might have the 
remedy for any ill or any mistake or any crime 
that might be committed. But, sir, the Sen- 
ator from Maine was porns and through 
his influence in this and the otl t House an 
adjournment of Congress was carried; and I 
give him the credit for it. Idid not follow him 
in his leadership on that occasion. I have no 
recollection of ever having bolted my leader 
until that time, but then I did. But, ’sir, now 
the Senator says ‘* Look to the record.”’ 
isno record. What has transpired has been 
in secret session. As a matter of course no 
record has been made of the doings in secret 
session. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The record of what I 
said I alluded to. The language to which the 
Senator referred was in open session. 

Mr. CHANDLER. What | alluded to was 
in secret session. I donot remember what the 
Senator said in open session. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator had no 
right to allude to anything I said except in 
open session, 

Mr. CHANDLER. I did not name you or 
any other man; but you asked who I meant, 
and I told you frankly 1 meant you. You 
would not have been named if you had not 
insisted on it. I am generally ready to give « 
reason for the faith that is in me. 

Now, the Senator from Maine says he is not 
in favor of confirming improper men. I am 
glad to hear it. He says also, however, that 
Le is in favor of keeping the Senate here until 
these officesareallfilled. The Presidentknows 
very well that if he can hold us here day after 
day and week after week he can finally worry 
us out. He understands that perfectly weil, 
and so does the Senator from Maine under- 
stand it perfectly well. He knows that we 
cannot hold a quorum here ten days longer; 
and he knows that if the Se nate takes that 
position it will not be one week before every 
single nominee of the President, right or wrong, 
will beeither confirmed, or the Senate left w ith- 


There | 
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out a quorum and be powerless even to ad 


i 
rn. 
Mr. President, I repeat what I said before, 
that lam in favor of an adjournment of the 
Senate. While I opposed the adjournment 


ppost d to the Senate's 
hands tied. While 
its remedy at hand; 
It can sit hers 
from day to day and reject improper nomina 


of Congress | am « 
remaining here with its 
Congress was here it had 
but the Senate has no remedy. 


‘ 


tions as they come in, while at the same time 


it notifies the President that he may continue 
to send them in, and finally worry the Senate 
out. % beli ve that but for the intimation 
hrown out here, that the Senate could be wor- 


yminations would 


would have been 


ried out am d that improper ? 
be confirmed, proper men 
ent in before this. I believe that if w 
notice to-day upon the P, resident that we will 
not and cannot be kept here to confirm im- 
proper men, that we have no fear of the re- 
sponsibility which he has taken—the responsi- 
Bits is hi the result will be beneficial. He 
removed good, reliable Union 
appointed by Mr. Lincoln and confirmed by 
the Senate, men of experience and character. 
liaving removed those men, he now attempts 
to put in improper men. If he can stand that 
responsibility | can. I desire to serve this 
notice upon him: * 
men equally good, and we will confirm them; 
if you do not we will leave.” 

Mr. DRAKE. Mr. Pr ident, I consider it my 
duty, as a member of this body, to remain here 





» serve 


Republicans 


You return those men, or 


as long as the public interests call for it; but 
thfre is one thin g that I do not consider it my 
duty to do, and that is to remain here to reject, 

) is by the President 
same individual to the same office. 
‘here are two cases of officers in the State from 
which I come, in one of whi +h the President 
has nominated one individual twice for that 


‘ 


: 
office after he had been previously rejected for 


rt after time, nominatiot 


OL the 


t 


another office; and in the o her case he nomi 
nated the same individual three times for the 
same ollice, and ¢ very time he was rejected by 
this body. Now, sir, I do not concede that it 
is the duty of the Senate to remain here in ses- 


sion for an indefinite length of time to enable 


the President to try that same game with 


regard to oflices all over the country, and in 
that way fiually worry the Senate into confirm- 
ing men that it does - t think ought to be con- 
firmed. And, sir, I think that the time has 
come, referred to by the honorable Senator 
from Maine, that we discover it to be an im- 
practicable thing to agree with the President 
when he thus, instead of se nding in new men 
for oflices, undertakes to nominate the same 
men over and over again for a position for 
which the Senate has rejected him. I think 
when the President’s game has come to that 
point it is time the Senate had adjourned and 
gone home. & 

Mr. AN THONY. he re seems to be a dd 
ference of opinion whether we should exten ; 
the time until Thursday or not pass the reso- 
lution at all. I think we had better go back 
to the original resolution. ‘The original reso- 
lution fixed the adjournment for Wednesday. 
It has been amended by extending it to Thurs- 
day. Now, I move to reconsider the vote 
adopting the amendment so that we can go 
back to Wednesday, and then if we find it 
necessary we can extend the time another day. 
i move to reconsider the vote by which the 
amendment was adopted. 

Mr. SUMNER. | hope not. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Did the 
Senator from Rhode Island vote with the ma- 
jority ? f 

Mr. ANTHONY. There was no division. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Sen- 
ator from Kkode Island moves to reconsider 
the vote by which the amendment was adopted. 
The question is on that motion. 

Mr. DAVIS. I will say a word on this sub- 


ject. The offices that are unfilled do not belong 
to the President of the United States; nor do 
they belong to the Senate. Dhey be] ngto e 
country. [tis the interest of the country that 
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they should be filled, and that th y sho ld be 
properly filled and filled betore the Senate 
ad ) rns. [here are two coordinate branche 
of the appointing power; the one ts th Presi 


dent and the other the Senate. We have had 
parties in our Government ever since its origin, 
and parties of great acrimony and of fierce: 
competition ; but when was the principle or the 
purpose ever laid dewn before that the Senate 
would compel the President th nominate tor 
office particular persons whom the Senate 
deaks ad? 
John Adams up to the present Administration 
every President has exercised the diseretion of 
nominating to the Senate his own friends for 
othice. L do not know ve it the present ixecu 
tive of the U nited St ; has any part cular 
friends; | 


Krom the time of the election of 


f he hands sind that was the prin 
ciple u pon ‘od h he was acting, he would be 
acting in conformity to the practice of the Goy 
ernment from its ori 
I concede fully that it is his duty to send a 
competent and an honest man to the Senate 
for every office. When he has presented such 
a man as that to the Senate he ‘h: as performec 
his duty, and his whole duty, within the spiri 
of the Constitution and in accordance with the 
uniform usage of the Government. I coneede 
that the Senate has the power, and further, 
that it is the duty of the Senate, if the Presi 
dent sends an unfit person here for otlice, to 
reject him; but what iswhis matter of fitness 
tor ofiice? 

Chere used to be an old-fashioned idea in 
relation to fitness for oflice. If a man.-hi id 
sutlicient intelligence and conversance with it 
particular duties, and he was an honest an 
faithful and capable man, such a man in times 
past, and up to the present time, was always 
deemed fit and eminently fit for office. Is that 
the test and the measure of fitness now? No 
Mr. President; there is a new and a swmmu 
bonum qualification that has been interpose: 
n this day as the sine qua non for office, and 
that is that the nominee must be a Radical. 
I do not assent to any such principle as that 

Senators h: ave spoken of nominations for 
their respective States. My State has but little 
patronage and few nominations, and the most 
of them are filled, and a good many of them 
are filled with Radicals, Loo. But there is one 
oflice there that is not filled. How did it 
become vacant? It is the office of collector 
of internal revenue in the ninth district. <A 
Radieal was in the office with the consent and 

ragficati ion of the Senate. on senkaieet his 
ro in the summer or fall of last year and 
made it vacant. It is a fact of public noto 
riety, of public knowledge, that a most com 
petent man was appointed pro tempore during 
the recess of the Senate to fill that office. He 
entered upon the discharge of its duties, and 
when the Senate convened the President nom- 
inated him, as it was his duty to do under the 
Constitution. 
jection against him for unfitness for that office 
in any 
not an extreme Radical. His 
‘ity, his perfect comprehension of the 
the » off ic e, his di sp Osition and ability 
to perform them faithfully to the country, 
everything connected with the proper filling 
of an office he was conceded to have possessed, 
and yet he did not fill that office. It is a mat 
er of public history that he was rejected. On 
whom, then, 
that that office was not filled? Certainly not 
upon the President. 

It is known as a public fact in the country 
that this nominee of the President was rejected, 
and then he nominated another man for ie 
office who had been a soldier in the Mexican 
war. a gallant colonel in the late war, who had 
led his regime nt into blo ly fields with the noe 
distinguished bravery, gallantry, and good con- 
duct, both in Kast lenne 
nd northern Alabama; 


rin up to the present time. 


‘ 
t 
¥ 
i 


‘ 
i 


— &£ 


There was not a voice or ob- 


respect save and except that he was 
intellrgence, 
his inte 


d Lies Oo 


ry 
{ 
| 


does the responsibility devolve 


sSsee and southern ‘] en- 


nessee a and at Resaca 


de la Palma he led his regiment with a3 much 
gallantry and re ndered as much effective ser- 
\ ou t hard tought field as any co) mel 


in it a mode at soldier, an intelligent lawyer, 





i 
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a busine man, not a party hack; as true a 
f | ol ft ( intry and ot the ca c of thé 
{ ule ir a l im that i 
\ ‘ind i t ( Union, true 
to the tar i Stripes, true a8 any Man for 
puttin town : rebellion; and yet such a 
man A presented to the Senate, and 
i r of public history that he was 
rejected Now, sir, here is the second effort 


the President of the United States to fill 
and to have it filled by such a man, 
and the Senate will not receive him. He is 
rejected, and the office is still permitted to 
nt and its duties unperformed and 
unattended to. Who is re sponsible for that, 
the President of the United States or the Sen- 


retnain vaca 


ate ¢ 

Well, sir, the President, true to his ——— 
tional duty to nominate for office, sends still 
another man to fill this oflice that h: id origin- 
ally become vacant, not by his ejecting any 
man from office because he differed from him 
in his polities, but because of the voluntary 
incumbent. He sends in 

That nominee has been 
presented to the Senate, Judge Apperson. A 
man more fit for the oflice to which he had 
nated could not be designated in the 
civil history of our country. No man less a 
party hack than he, intelligent, a learned judge 
honest, of the highest character 
rrity and truth, a business man, diligent, 
people, elected a 
judge by the popular vote since the commence- 
ment of the war s and as unobjec- 
and yet the fastidious 
| not accept such a man as him from 
third effort to fill the 
This man was no party 

Neither of the gentlemen who had been 
ated for the oflice previous to him was 
party hack. But the reject him as 
exorably as the two former ones. Why? 
adherent, a sup- 

tLisan of Congress against the Pres- 

ir, he is no partisan of the President. 
He is no parti He is a par- 
tisan of the Constitution and the Union of his 
rhatis the only partisanship that he 
cognized or acted upon; 
anship dos ‘3 not suit the Senate. 
not willing to take a man who has 
every quality of intellect, of business, of char- 
acter, of integrity, and of morals of three dif- 
ferent men for this oflice that was vacant by 
and they reject t the whole of th n 
and all upon the simple ground * 
the men nominated were not Radicals, were 
not supporters of Congress, when they were 
ot the partisans of the President. ‘These men 
would scorn to be the blind partisans and tools 
of any President or of any Congress. ‘They 
are men of character and of prine iple, attached 
to their Government, desirous of its proper 
and enlightened and virtuous administration. 
hey are men eminently competent to take 
part in such an administration of the Govern- 
ment, and they would scorn to act any other 
part in it. And yet this third nominee » for the 
othice was re ie Cc ted. 

‘he President has sent in another. I sup- 
pose that the same fate awaits him, because 
although he comes up to all the requisites of a 
true ollicer, to every requisite that the appoint- 
ing power, whether it be the nominating or the 
confirming power, oughtto re quire, although he 
comes up fully to every requisite that any en- 
lightened and virtuous ap pointing power ought 
to require, still he is deficient in this indispensa- 
ble requisite: he is not an extreme partisan 
of the Senate against the President; he enters 
into no partis anship ; he is for the Senate and 
for Congress when they are right; he is for the 

resident when he is right. He supports the 
Constitution and the Union, was himself 

iidier in the war, and also led his regiment 
into the field and into battle, and is ready to do 
so again, and has every requisite and qualifi- 
cation for the office but this indispensable one: 
he is not a partisan of Congress. 

Now, Mr. 


resignation of the 


another nominee, 


bee n nom! 


and lawyer, 
for inte; 


’ . 
CapPadie, acceptable to his 


, as spotles 
tionable a man as lives; 
Senate wil 
the President as the 
office; and why? 
} iChn, 
nomi 
Senate 
y because he is not an 


TS. 


san of Congress. 


has ever known or re¢ 
f 


but that part 1 
hey are 


resignation, 


reatim: 
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State, and of this particular office, simply be- 


cause | had k ie rela 1 to my State 
and this oflice. Iha 1ot in relation to other 
State oul and « { not have; but this 
| have to the | le cting in 
as noble performance of his duty in other States 

inthe Sta i in his various nom- 
inations to fill this office he has done his duty 


subject to no cen- 
sure whatever, and if there be any default 
is the default of the Senate ar id 
not of the President, and it will so be regarded 
by the portion of the people of Kentucky 
whom the duties of this office are to be 
erfortned. 

Mr. YATES. I always listen with a great 
deal of pleasure to the able Senator from Ken- 
tucky, because he always presents his side of 
the question in the able = manner; but, sir, | 
am unwilling that the rule which he lays down 
to the Senate shall go out to the country as the 
rule, or as what has been considered the rule, 
governing the Senate heretofore. 

I am willing to admit that where a President 


most preémine itlv, and is 


whatever it 


among 


| has been elected by the popular vote, and he 


appoints partisans, the men of his own party 
to office, if they are respectable, if they are 
worthy, if they are competent, it is the duty 
of the Senate, or has been considered their 
duty, to confirm the pom HE of the Presi- 
dent. Why? Bee » thatis the popular ver- 
dict; the people hole SO Hecided it is the 
voice of the majority. They have decided that 
he is the President of the United States, and 
that he has the right to nominate his partisan 
friends to office, and the minority very prdp- 
erly submit to this expression of the popular 
verdict. 

But, sir, the present case is anomalous. I 
find my friend, the honorable Senator ann 
Ke ntucky, claiming that the men who have 
been elected in particular districts by Radical 
votes shall not ha the men who are to hold 
the offices, but a renegade from his party, the 
President of the United States, who has aban- 


doned his party, who has turned his face upon | 


his party, who ignores the popular verdict, 
who repudiates the will of the people, who rep- 
resents a miserable minority of the people of 


| the United States, that he, forsooth, shall send 


in his nominations for a radical Republican 
Senate to confirm! Sir, this Radical party of 


| which the Senator from Kentucky speaks has 


swept the country by m: ijorities which have not 
been known in the history of this Government. 
Our vie tory was not only not doubtful, but it 
was complete. Our banner waved everywhere 
in the ascendant. And now the Senate, which 
represents this popular voice, the verdict of 
the people, are 
nominat! 


ons of Democrats. of men from the 


minority, or of mere quasi Re publicans | Will || 


Senator from Mgine ask me to 
for the man 


the honorable 
stay here and see my nominati 
in my district treated with 

name after name sent in until they number 
dozens ? 


| the nomination of some quasi Republican it 


| adjournment ; 


may be, 
people of the district or the people of the State 
want, but whom I can only get? Sir, the rule 
was that ‘‘the spoils belong to the victors,” 
that the party which triumphed should have 
men in office to carry out the principles of 
that party. 

lam not in favor of any speedy or sudden 
but do we not know that if we 


sit here we are not to get our choice; that 


| although we are in the majority, although we 


i rule, 


have carried the majority in the country, and 
are entitled to the offices according to the 
we are to sit here from day to ‘day and 


| make rejection after rejection, and fins lly take 


President, | have spoken of my own |! is sent in ; 


somebody who is not the choice of the Senate, 
bat asort of compromise man, who is neither 
Democrat nor Radical, somebody that we will 
take because we cannot get whom we want? 
Now, sir, I cau see the effects of this delay 
of the Senate staying here upon Republican 
What is the fact? Name after name 
we lust confirm or reject; 


Sen: tors, 


to sit here and confirm the | 


contempt, and | 


Am I to sit here and finally indorse | 


taking not whom | want, not whom the | 
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if we cannot get the man we want, if we final) 


Abe 


take some man who is not acceptable to th, 





Republican party, we are responsible whe, 
we go home. We are responsible also fp, 
every objection which has been made. W 


- yes not know now that it is a part of th 

y of the Administration to look up lat me 
dis abled soldiers who have turned trai 
the principles of the party which has tri: 1m] 
in this country and flood the Senate with ¢ 
nominations, so that the hue and cry may 
raised that we are voting against soldiers, men 
who have fought and bled in the service of 
their country. The longer we stay here th: 
more are we to be subjected to the charge tha; 
we are repudiating soldiers. [I am opposed to 
any such course. I do not recognize the prin 
ciple which the Senator from Kentucky lays 
down. The offices of this country belong to 
the men who have carried the elections at the 
polls. He says that we reject men because 
they are not Radicals. Sir, we have a right 
to reject them because they are not Radicals, 
because the sentiment of this country is Radi- 


|.cal; the Radical sentiment has triumphed and 


and the Senate of the 
Il not come up to the high. 


gloriously triumphed; 
United States wi 


water mark of its duties unless it sees that 
Radicals control th's country. 
Mr. ANTHONY. It looks as if this de bate 


would last all day. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
a vote now. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
a vote. 


Mr. ANTHONY. 


I think we can have 
Let us have 


I will give way if a vot 


| ean be taken; but I will not give way to any 


more talking. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


I think we can have a 


| vote. 





| the resolution we shall have 
| o'clock. 


Mr. AN 
vote. 

Mr. HOWE. 
have a vote. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
into executive session. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the 
Senator from Rhode Island withdraw his 
motion ? 

Mr. ANTHONY. I understand that the 
Senator from Wisconsin proposes to debate 
this subject. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


THONY. 


I will give way for a 
I am not sure that we can 


Then I would rather go 


Unless we act upon 
2 to adjourn at four 


Mr. SUMNER. I beg the Senator’s par- 
den; I understand it is reconsidered. 

Mr. ANTHONY. No; it is not reconsid- 
ered. ‘The motion to reconsider has not been 
taken up. This is a separate resolution. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. My motion is to post- 
pone the time, and unless we do so we must 
adjourn at four o'clock. 

Mr. SUMNER. With that understanding, I 
shall oppose the motion to go into executive 
session. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the 
Senator from Rhode Island withdraw his 
motion? 

Mr. ANTHONY. No, sir. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. We must act upon 
this subject and settle it now, and I hope my 
friend will withdraw his motion. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The ques 


| tion is on the motion to proceed to the con- 


sideration of executive business. 
Mr. HENDERSON. I rise not to discuss 


| this question at all, but simply to state to the 


Senator from Rhode Island that the Commit- 


| tee on Finance have in their hands nowa large 
number of nominations, and it will be utterly 


a 


and |i the 


impossible for us to do justice to ourselves and 
adjourn this evening at four o'clock, and some 
action ought to be he id on this resolution. We 
must postpone the time. I am anxious for 
the adjournment; I have voted with the Sena- 
tor from Rhode Island at all times for an early 
adjournment, and [ am now in favor of fixing 
‘arliest practicable moment; but as & 
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friend of an early adjournment I cannot con- 
sent that the Senate should adjourn this even- 
ing. We shall do injustice to ourselves, and 
much responsibility will attach to us, if we 
adjourn this evening. The most important 
offices are yet unfilled—all the offices of Phil- 
adelphia. The collection of the customs can- 
not now be had in the interim if we adjourn at 
four o'clock, and it is an utter impossibility to 
have them filled before that time. 
Senator from Rhode Island to take this matter 
into consideration. If Senators persist in dis- 
cussing this subject let them do so until four 
o'clock, and let the responsibility rest upon 
them. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
then. 

Mr. HENDERSON. 
pose of insisting that we shall not go into 
executive session. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
motion if Senators desire it. 
have a vote. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The mo- 
tion for an executive session is withdrawn. 
‘The question is on reconsidering the vote on 
the amendment by which Thursday was fixed 
for the day of adjournment. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Now, I hope the Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island will withdraw that 
motion, for I state to him also that it is im- 
possible for us to get through before Thursday. 

Mr. ANTHONY. 
the adjournment again to-morrow. 

Mr. HENDERSON. We shall haveto post- 
pone it again, and have this same discussion 
over again. 

Mr. ANTHONY. We shall have this same 
discussion upon someghing else. We cannot 
move to have an executive session, but a talk 
about every State in the Union is paraded out 
before us. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I-hope the Senator 
will withdraw his motion to reconsider, and I 
state the fact, that it is utterly impossible—I 
know it as a member of the Committee on 
Finance—for us to adjourn to-morrow. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I willdo anything in the 
world if Senators will only stop talking; but 
if this debate is to go on I would rather it 
should go on upon my motion to reconsider, 
which I desire to prevail. 

Several Senators. Withdraw it. 

Mr. ANTHONY. I will withdraw it, but 
if there is any debate I will renew it. 

Mr. HENDERSON. If the Senator insists 
on my stopping this discussion I will simply 
state to him that I have not debated this sub- 
ject of adjournment at all, though it has been 
frequently up here. I have kept my tongue 
on the subject. But the Senator from Rhode 
Island, with whom I have voted at all times, 
takes occasion every morning to bring up this 
discussion, makes some sort of a motion that 
keeps the Senate in a ferment for three or four 
hours 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
tion is withdrawn. 

Mr. HENDERSON. That is right; the 
Senator from Rhode Island has done one good 
thing. [Laughter. ] 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
question is on agreeing to the resolution 
as amended. , 

Mr. HOWE. How is it amended? 

The PRESIDENT pre tempore. It will be 
read as it stands. 

The Secretary read as follows: 

Resolved, That the time fixed by the resolution of 


Well, let us have a vote, 


I hope we shall 








The mo- 


the 12th instant for closing the present session of the |! 


Senate, by an adjournment sine die, be extended to 
coe poms of four o’clock p. m. on Thursday, the 18th 
of April. 


The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I move that the Senate 


proceed to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness. 

The motion was agreed to; and after four | 
hours spent in executive session, the doors 
were reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 
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I rose for the pur: | 


Well, sir, I withdraw the | 


Then we can postpone | 


I beg the | 





| 


TH 


| 





| Senate, for I presume it will be adopted; but | 
| I wish to make a suggestion of one amendment || 
which I hope will be made in the rules, and | 
that is, the ancient, time-honored habit, which | 
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Prayer by Rev. E. H. Gray, D. D. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before | 


the Senate a message from the President of 


the United States, communicating, in answer to || 


the resolution of the Senate of the 13th instant, 


a report from the Secretary of State as to when | 


Alexander Cummings was appointed Governor 
of Colorado Territory, and how much of the 
time he had been absent from the Territory; 
which, on motion of Mr. THayer, was referred 
to the Committee on Territories, and ordered 


‘to be printed. 


He also laid before the Senate a message 
from the President of the United States, trans- 
mitting, in answer to the resolution of the Sen- 
ate of the 11th instant, reports from the heads 
of the several Executive Departments in regard 


to any official opinions which may have been | 


given by the Attorney General, the Solicitor 
of the Treasury, or any other officer of the 
Government, on the interpretation of the act 
of Congress regulating the tenure of office, and 
especially with regard to appointments by the 
President during the recess of Congress; which, 
on motion of Mr. Sumner, was ordered to lie 
on the table, and be printed. 
EXTENSION OF THE SESSION. 

Mr. ANTHONY. [I offer the following res- 
olution, and ask that it lie on the table: 

Resolved, That the time fixed for closing the present 
session of the Senate be further extended to four 
o’clock on Friday, the 19th instant, and that the Pres- 


ident pro tempore do at that hour adjourn the Senate 
without day. 


Mr. SUMNER. I would move that that be 
amended to Saturday. 

Mr. ANTHONY. It is not proposed to act 
on the resolution now. We can take it up 
to-morrow. 

Mr. SUMNER. Very well; but I think we 
had better make it Saturday. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
olution will lie upon the table. 

RULES AND ORDERS IN BANKRUPTCY. 


Mr. ANTHONY. 
olution: 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the 
Senate two thousand copies of the rules and general 
orders in bankruptcy, together with the forms of 
proceeding therein prescribed by the justices of the 
Supreme Court under the tenth section of the act 
to establish a uniform system of bankruptcy through- 
out the United States, approved March 2, 1867, and 
one thousand copies for the use of the Supreme 
Court. 

This resolution comes from the Committee 
on Printing, and I ask for its present consid- 
eration. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 


consent, and agreed to. 
REVISION OF THE RULES. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. 


The res- 


I offer the following res- 
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Mr.SUMNER. I think the Senator is right: 
it would require joint action I admit, but I 
think this committee possibly might initiate 
some proceeding to that end. However, I 
content myself now with throwing out the idea, 
and if this committee should not undertake it, 
I give notice that at the next session I shall 
take such steps as I can to bring about that 
change. I think that we have suffered under 
the burden of that habit long enough. It 
exists in Massachusetts, and on inquiry I find 
that it does not exist in any other State of the 
Union. Proceedings in all the other States, 
as they are in the Legislative Chambers of 
France and of all the continent of Europe, 
are on paper. In Massachusetts and in Con 
gress they are on parchment at the last stage. 


Mr. ANTHONY. I quite agree with the 


| Senator from Massachusetts. I think ft ob 


tained the information from a very instructive 
speech that the Senator himself made on this 
subject, that in Great Britain it is customary 
to have the official rolls printed, which is cer 


| tainly much better than to have them written ; 





I laid on the table the || 


other day a resolution providing for a com- | 


mittee to revise the rules of the Senate. It 


| may be as well perhaps to have that taken up 


and acted on now. 
There being no objection, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution : 


Resolved, That.a committee of three Senators bo 
appointed to revise the rules of the Senate, and to 
report thereon early in the next session. 


Mr. SUMNER. Iam very glad that such 
a resolution is about to be adapted by the 


is still kept up here, and also in my own State, 


| but I believe in no other legislative body on 
| this continent, of enrolling our bills at the last 


stage on parchment. This habit causes unne- 
cessary delay and considerable additional ex- 
pense. Now, that we have an official printed 
copy of the statutes immediately after every 
session, I think that is entirely unnecessary. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. That should be a joint 


rule. It would require joint action. 





| ment; and whether there should not be created the 





they are much less liable to mistake ; and that 
a certain number of copies, about twelve | 
believe, are signed and are put upon parch- 
ment; and [ think those are distributed in 
different places and filed. Each one is an 
official copy. 

The resolution was adopted. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. How shall 
this committee be appointed ? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. By the Chair; and I 
hope the Chair will not appoint me upon the 
committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore appointed 
Mr. Antitony, Mr. Pomeroy, and Mr. Ep- 
MUNDS the committee. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr. CHANDLER. 


I notice in the report 


| of the Associated Press of the proceedings of 
| yesterday that I am made to say precisely what 





I did not say, and that the Senator from Maine 
[ Mr. I'esseNnvDEN | is made to answer what I did 
not say. The Associated Press report reads 


|_in this way: 


“Mr. CHANDLER remarked that certain Senators 
said, a few days ago, they were willing togive notice 


| to the President that if he sent in Copperheads and 


traitors they would vote to confirm®hem.” 


Now, in order that there may be no misap- 
prehension about this, I will ask Mr. Murphy 
to read from the original notes precisely what 
I did say to the Senate. 

Mr. J. J. Murphy read from the original 
notes of Mr. D. I’. Murphy, as follows: 

“Mr. CHanDLer. I think we area little at fault 
in this matter, Mr. President, Certain Senators on 
this side of the House proclaimed a few days ago 
that they were determined that these offices should 
be filled. Of course that was giving Mr. Johnson 
notice that he might continue to send in Copperheads 


| and traitors, and that they would vote forthem. ‘To 


correct that misapprehension on his part, [ ar will 
ing to give him one day's notice that Copperheads 
and traitors will not be confirmed, and that if he 
sends in loyal men they will be.” 


Mr. CHANDLER. That is all. It will be 


seen that that is entirely different from what 


| appears in the Associated Press report. I 


| 


| 


simply wish to have it corrected. 
AGRICULTURAL BUREAU. 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. I offer the fol 


lowing resolution, and ask for its present con- 
sideration : 


Whereas the agricultural interests of the country 
are of paramount importance, and the bureau for 
the promotion of that interest is much less efficient 
than is required: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Agriculturo be 
requested to report to the Senate, in December next, 
what means should be adopted to render the said 


buréau more eflicient and useful, and whether the: 


salary affixed to the office of Commissiener of Agri- 
culture should not be increased so as to secure for 
that position the services of one thoroughly learned 
and accomplished in all that relates to that Depart- 


office of assistant commissioner of agriculture, to be 
filled by one distinguished for his ability as a prac- 
tical agriculturist, and to whom might be committed 
the superintendence of experimeatal grounds ut 
Washington. 
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There be ing no objection, the Senate pro- 


ceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. TIPTON. I am not certain what our 
province is with regard to any question ofslegis- 
lation that may come before this executive 

on. I take it for granted that whatever 
we might do indepe ndent of the House, if the 
Iiouse were here in session, we may do in this 
executive session; but | am not quite clear 
that we have any power, or ought to take any 


cognizance of any que8tion which has neces- 
sarily to be thrown forward and acted upon, if 
( acted upon efliciently, in conjunction with 
the House of Representatives when in session ; 
and having a doubt as to the legitimacy of this 
matter to be acted upon at present, | simply 


raise t iL question, 


Lilebt % 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN,. This is a mere 
resolution relterring to the Committee on Agri- 
culture the consideration of this subject, to 


report at the next session. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to hear 
the resolution read. It assumes a state of 
things that may not be exactly correct. 


Che Secretary read the resloution. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. The resolution seems 


to be based upon the idea that without an in- | 


crease of salary it is impossible to get any one 
to hold the othice of Commissioner of Agri- 
culture. J know of no such difficulty in the 
country. IT have never known of the office 
tendered to any one who would not 
accept it on account of the salary. So faras 
I know, there has been no difficulty or com- 
plaint in that respect. I was not aware that 
there was any difficulty in that respect. The 
difficulty seems to be in another direction, 
that when men are selected for the office the 


peeling 


Senate is not disposed to confirm them. [ |] 


guished for his ability as a practical agriculturist, | 
|} and to whom might be committed the superintend- | 


cient than is required.’’ 


agree to the importance of the Agricultural | 


Department of the Government, and that it 
ought to be in good hands; but I see no 
necessity for increasing the salary, and par- 
ticularly when I have not understood that 
there was any difficulty in procuring persons 
to fill the office on account of the salary. | 
have no objection to the resolution, only I did 
not wish that impression to go out, that there 
was any trouble in finding persons to take the 
oflice in consequence of the salary. 

Mr. CAMERON. I hope the latter part of 
the resolution will not be adopted, 
fectly willing that the Comm'tiee on Agricul- 


1 am per- 


ture shall be charged with the duty of collecting | 


information on the subject; but [ think this is 
no time to talk about increase of salary. My 
own judgment is, and I think that is the opinion 
of the whole committee, that when we find a 
man equal to a high salary we will pay it to 
him. We want to get a good man first before 
we increase the pay. For suck men as we 
have had, and who have been offering, the 
salary is abundant, inmy judgment. I wantto 
collect all the information I can as chairman 
of that committee, and I think the whole com- 
mittee feel with me on that subject. There- 


fore I move that all except the first paragraph | 


of the resolution be stricken out. 

Mr. FRISLINGHUYSEN. 
does not assume that a higher salary is neces- 
ary. It refers the subject to the Committee 
on Agriculture to say whether it is not neces- 
sary. My own opinion is that the present 
salary is altogether inadequate to enable us to 
procure such a Commissioner as this country 
ought to have, a man learned in that Depart- 
ment, one qualified to have correspondence 
with the various countries of the world, and 
I do not think that for $3,000 any 
such person can be procured. But the reso- 
lution merely refers the subject to the com- 
nittee. 

Mr. TRUMBULLs 
salary ? 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, Three thousand 
dollars. 

‘he PRESIDENT pro tempore. The ques- 
tion is on the scented proposed by the 
Senator from Pennsylvania. The resolution 


countries, 


What is the present 


will be read as proposed to be amended by him. 


The resolution | 


to bring to this country the learning of those | 


| 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. - 


The Secretary read as follows: 

Whereas the agricultural interests of the country 
are of paramount importance, and the bureau for 
the promotion of that interest is much less efficient 
than is required: Therefore, 

Resolve i; That the Committee on Agriculture be 
requested to report to the Senate, in December next, 
what means should be adopted to render the said 
bureau more efficient and useful, and whether there 
should not be created the office of assistant commis- 
sioner of agriculture, to be filled by one distin- 


ence of experimental grounds at Washington. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. ANTHONY. I suggest to my friend 


from New Jersey that a clause in that resolu- | 
tion seems, what I know he did not intend to | 
be, a slur upon the present incumbent of the | 


office, and {| would suggest that that be left 


out. The words are: ‘* and the bureau for the | 


promotion of that interest is. much less efli- 
It is not necessary 
to put those words in. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. 
amendment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
lution will be so moditied. 


Mr. YATES. 


I accept that 


The reso- 


bent in office. These gentlemen, if I under- 


stand them, want an educated man ; they want | 


a man who is qualified to. discharge the duties 


of this oflice ; and they are like my friend, the 
Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cameron, ] 
who voted persistently yesterday for a man 
who does not understand orthography, syntax, 
or prosody. 


Mr. HARLAN. I eall the Senator to order. 


I do not think the Senator has a right to dis- | 


close in open session what takes place in exec- 
utive session. 


Mr. YATES. 


I ask the Senator's pardon; 


| but these debates, | believe, have been in open 





session. 

Several Senators. 

Mr. YATES. 
Senate. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. I suppose 
it would not be proper to discuss the qualifi- 
cations of the incumbent in open Senate. 

Mr. POMEROY. I suppose there is not 
very much importance attached to this resolu- 


Oh, no. 
‘Chen I ask the pardon of the 


tion. I suppose it does not mean anything; | 


but if there is any importance attached to it, 
and if it is to be referred to a committee, it 
would be well enough to consider whether it is 
a fact that this interest is of paramount import- 
ance to every other interest. 


try. Agriculture is one of the great interests 
of the country. 
leaps every other is rather doubtful. 

But the Senator from Illinois refers often, 
and again this morning, to this side of the 
Chamber, as if there was something on this side 
side of the Chamber that was not right. I 
never understand these allusions. 


ber was not voting right. 
the Chamber votes quite frequently with the 
other side. This drawing a distinction between 
one side of the Chamber and the other [ never 
could understand. We usually vote together on 


questions affecting the interests of the country. | 


Mr. DAVIS. If my friend will permit me, 
I think it is the general understanding that he 
is constructively on the other side of the 
Chamber. [ Laughter. ] 


Mr. POMEROY. Ifitisonly by construction | 


I can stand it; but I judged that I was actually 
on this side of the Chamber, because I have 
always hadaseathere. But we are constantly 
hearing about this side of the Chamber, and [ 
really hope that we shall not hear much more 
of it, for think this side of the Chamber votes 
with the other side very frequently. I believe 
this resolution is of no importance. It onght 
to lie upon the table or be indefinitely post- 
poned. I do not think there is anything in it. 
The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 


This resolution comes from 
that side of the Senate, I believe, who advo- | 
cated or voted for retaining the present incum- | 


There are those | 
engaged in manufactures, those engaged in | 
commerce, and the other interests of the coun- | 


Whether it overtops and over- | 


They are | 
often made by gentlemen who occupy the other | 
side of the Chamber, as if this side of the Cham- | 
I think this side of | 





') 
\| EXECUTIVE SESSION, 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I move that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of executive 
business. . 
The motion was agreed to; and after somo 
time spent in executive session, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned 


. 


Tuurspay, April 18, 1867. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. ANTHONY, (after a pause.) As there 
seems to be no legislative business, I moye 
that the Senate proceed to the consideration 
|| of executive business. 
| The motion was.agreed to; and after some 
|| time spent in executive session, the doors were 
reopened. 

EXTENSION OF THE SESSION, 
|| Mr. ANTHONY. I now move to take up 


the resolution that I offered yesterday, pro. 
viding for an extension of the session. 

| The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
|| proceeded to consider the following resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved, That the time fixed for closing the pres- 
ent session of the Senate be further extended to 
four o’clock on Friday, the 19th instant, and that the 
President pro tempore do at that hour adjourn the 
| Senate without day. 

Mr. SUMNER. I move to amend the res- 
|| olution by inserting Saturday. 
| Mr. CHANDLER and others. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
|| I say, Oh, yes. 
|| Mr. FESSENDEN. I have the impression 
that the adjournment might as well be put off 
to Saturday, because if we get through with 
|| the business to-morrow, as we ought or may, 
‘| we can adjourn then without any difficulty, 
and it will save the necessity of putting a new 
'| motion on the table to-day, which must be 
done one day beforehand in order to extend 
the time to Saturday. Therefore, I think it 
may just as well be done at once to save trou- 
ble. It will not lead to any further extension 
of the session, unless it becomes necessary. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I desire to say but one 
word, and that is, to express the hope that the 
Senate will not extend the time at all. I think 
we have played this thing long enough, ex- 
tending the session from one day to another 
and two days atatime. For one I shall vote 
against any extension of the time, either until 
to-morrow or the next day. We may just as 
well close this session at four o’clock to-day 
as close it a week hence, in my judgment. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There are several very 
important nominations on the table now that 
have not been disposed of, and which will 
probably lead to debate, besides other ques- 
tions, and it must be seen that we cannot get 
through by four o’clock to-day. We cannot 
even dispose of the business on the table by 
four o'clock. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The ques- 
| tion is on the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Massachusetts, to strike out 
‘** Friday, the 19th instant,’’ and insert ‘* Satur- 
day, the 20th instant.”’ 

Mr. SUMNER called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered; and being taken, re- 
| sulted—yeas 20, nays 15; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Cattell, Cragin, Davis, 
|| Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Fowler, Frelinghuysen, 
Harlan, Henderson, Howe, Johnson, Morgan, Mor- 
rill of Maine, Morton, Nye, Patterson of Tennessee, 

Pomeroy, and Sumner—20, 
| NAYS—Messrs. Chandler, Cole, Conkling, Drake, 

Ferry, Morrill of Vermont, Patterson of New Hamp- 
| shire, Ramsey. Stewart, Thayer, Tipton, Trumbull, 
Van Winkle, Wade, and Yates—1L5, 

ABSEN'T'—Messrs. Bayard, Buckalew, Cameron, 
Conness, Corbett, Edmunds, Grimes, Guthrie, Hend- 
ricks, Howard, Norton, Ross, Saulsbury, Sherman, 
Sprague, Willey, Williams, and Wilson—l8. 


So the amend:nent was agreed to. 
| The resolution, as amended, was adopted— 
il ayes nineteen, noes not counted. 


Prayer by Rev. E. H. Gray, D. D. 


Oh, no. 
Senators say, ‘‘ Oh, no;”’ 





or cr 





1867. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of 
executive business; and after some time spent 
therein, the doors were reopened, and the 
Senate adjourned. 


Fripay, April 19, 1867. 


H. Gray, D. D. 
yesterday was read and 


Prayer by Rev. E. 
The Journal of 
approy ed. 
PRINTING OF THE RULES. 
Mr. ANTHONY. I offer the following res- 
olution, and ask for its present consideration : 
Resolved, That the resolution of the 6th instant, 
directing the printing ot five hundred copies of the 
rules of the Senate with the Constitution and Man- 
ual, be, and the same is hereby, rescinded, and that 


there be p rinte d two hundred and fitty copies of the 
rules for the use of the Senate. 


There being no objection, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. POMEROY. I suggest, if the rules 
are to be in any way amended or changed, 
whether that ought not to be done before we 
make an order to print them. 

ANTHONY. ‘That is the object of the 
resolution. There was a resolution passed on 
the Gth instant ordering the printing ef an 
edition of the Rules and Manual. This reso- 
rescinds that, strikes out the Manual 
altogether, and reduces the number of copies 
of the rules to be printed to two hundred and 
fifty. There are none now extant. Itis thought 
so important a matter as revising the rules of 
the Senate would hardly be concluded and 
agreed upon by the Senate until some time in 
the course of the next session, and it would be 
very desirable to have some copies of the rules, 
especially when considering the report that 
may be brought in as to the old rules. This 
reduces the number and strikes out the Manual. 

Mr. POMEROY. | suppas ed every Senator 
had one copy of the rules at least. 

Mr. ANTHONY. [think not. There are 
no copies of the rules as they are now, because 
they have been amended in very important 
respects since the last edition was printed. 

Mr. POMEROY. I have no objection to 
printing two hundred and fifty of them. 

The resolution was adopted. 


i. ' 
huuion 


REPORT ON INDIAN TRIBES. 
Mr. HENDERSON. 


resolution: 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the 
Senate two thousand additional copies of the report 
of the Secretary of the Interior in response to the 

resolution of the Senate asking information in refe:- 
ence to the several Indian tribes of the United States, 
and that there be printed for the use of the said De- 
partment five hundred extra copies thereof. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. This reso- 
lution, under the rule, goes to the Committee 
on Printing. 


I offer the following 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
The Senate proceeded to the consideration 
of executive business; and after some time 
spent therein, the doors were reopened. 


NOTIFICATION TO THE PRESIDENT. 
On motion of Mr. ANTHONY, it was 


Resolved, That acommittee, consis sting of twomem- 
bers, be appointed to wait upon the President of the 
United States and inform him that the Senat ; has 
passed a resolution to close the present session by an 
adjournment on Saturday at four o'clock p. m.; and 
that unless he may have some further communica- 
tion to make the Senate will, at the time named, 
adjourn without day. 

Ordered, That the 


President pro tempore. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore appointed 
Mr. Anruony and Mr. Jonnsoy. 
Subsequently Mr. ANTHONY, from the 
committee appointed to wait upon the Pri 
ident and inform him that the Senate will. 
in pursuance of its resolution of the 18th in- 
staut, On to-morrow at four o'clock adjourn 


committee be app l by the 


| 


without d day unless he may at that time have 
some furthe rcommumcation to make » re ported 
that the committee had performed the duty 
assigned them; that the President had r 
quested them to ifiform the Senate that he 
would to-day make some further executive 
communications, but that at present he knew 
no reason why the Senate should not adjourn 
at the time fixed by its resolution of the 18th 
instant. 
RECESS. 

On motion of Mr. FESSENDE 

Ordered, That the Senate take a recess to-day fror. 
five o'clock until seven and a half o’clock p. m. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


N, it was 


The Senate resumed the consideration of 
executive business. At five o’clock the doors 
were reopened, and the Senate took a recess 
until seven and a half o’clock p. m 

EVENING SESSION. 

The Senate reassembled at seven 

o’clock p. m. 


and a half 


ILOUR OF MEETING, 

On motion of Mr. POMEROY, it was 

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourn to-day it 
be to meet to-morrow at cleven o'clock a. m. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION, 

The Senate resumed the consideration of 
executive business. At ten o'clock and thirty- 
five minutes p. m. the doors were reopened, 
aud the Senate adjourned. 


Saturpay, April 20, 1867. 
The Senate met at eleven o’clock a. m. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and 
approved. 
REPORT ON INDIAN TRIBES. 
Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee on Print- 


ing, to whom was referred a resolution to print 
additional copies of the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior in reference to the several 
Indian tribes of the United States, have in- 
structed me to report it back without amend- 
ment and recommend its passage. I ask for 
its present consideration. 

There being no objection; the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the following resolution: 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the 
Senate two thousand additional copies of the report 
of the Secretary of the Interior in response to the 
resolution of the Senate asking information in ref- 
erence to the several Indian tribes, and that there 
be printed for the use of the said Department five 
hundred extra copies thereof. 


The resolution was adopted. 
EXTENSION OF THLE SESSION. 
On motion of Mr. POMEROY, it was 


Resolved, That the time fixed for the adjournment 
of the present session of the Senate eine die be 
extended until five o’clock p. m. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
Mr. STEWART. I move that the Senate 


eee to the consideration of executive 
usiness. 


‘The motion was agreed to; and after some 


time spent in executive session, the doors were 
re opened. 
MEDIATION IN MEXICO. 
Mr. SUMNER submitted the following res- 
olution; which was ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed: 


Resolution proposing the go« 


od offices of the United 
States between the contending parties 


of Me xX1co,. 
Whereas the republic of Mexico, though relieved 
from the presence cf a foreign cnemy by the final 
withdrawal of the Frene!: troops, continues to be 
convulsed by a bloody civil war, in which Mexicans 
need on opposite side f whereas the Uni- 
ate are bound by neighb land republican 
sympathics to do all in their | or the welfare 
gation becomes 









of the Mexican people, and this obli 
more urgent from the pres ent ¢ condition of affairs, 
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where each party is embittered by protracted con- 
flict: Therefor 

Re it reasalved | Ths at itis proper for the Ge rvernment 
of the United St utes, ac — in the interest of human 
ity and eivili ution, t idler its good offices by way 
of mediation between the contending parties of the 
republic of Mexi in order to avert a deplora! 
civil war, and to ob hake the establishment of repr 
lican government on a foundation of peace and 
security. 


Mr. HENDERSON submitted the following 

resolution, iatended to be proposed by him as 
a substitute for the resol tion offered by Mr. 
SuMNER; which was ordered to he on the 
table, and be printed: 


Resolved by the Nenate of the United States, That in 
ease Maximilian shall at an ear'y day see fit to 
abdicate his authority in Mexico, and shall signify 
a desire to withdraw himself and his foreign troops 
from the country, to the end that civil war may be 
at once terminated, the Senate would be gratified 
that the President would tender the good oflices of 
our Government to secure at the hands of the repub 
lican government of Mexico for the native followers 
of Maximilian such kind and humane treatment as 
characterizes the conduct of civilized warfare. 


MEDIATION BETWEEN FRANCE AND PRUSSIA, 


Mr. COLE submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 


Whereas a misunderstanding exists between Prus- 
sia and France, springing out of the ownership of 
the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg, and war between 
those Powers is imminent: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Government of the United 
States be requested to offer its friendly mediation to 
the end that the effusion of blood may be avoided. 


EXTENSION OF THE SESSION 
f Mr. MORGAN, it was 


Resolved, That the time fixed for the adjournment 
of the present session of the Se —_ gine ‘die be fur- 


On motion of 


| ther extended until nine o'clock p. 1 


EXECUTIVE SESSION, 

The Senate resumed the consideration of 
executive business. At five o'clock the doors 
were reopened, and, on motion of Mr. I: 
SENDEN,“he Senate took a recess until eight 
o'clock p. m. 


EVENING SESSION. 

The Senate reassembled at eight o'clock 
p. m., and resumed the consideration of exec- 
utive business; and after some time spent 
therein, the doors were reopened. 


MEDIATION IN MEXICO. 


Mr. ‘JOHNSON submitted the following 
resolutions; which were ordered to lie on the 
table, and be printed: 


Whereas during the civil war in Mexico the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, acting ia pursuance 
of its long and firmly established policy, has refused 
in any way to acknowledge the imperial govern- 
ment, of which the Archduke Maximilian was the 
head, but, on the contrary, continued to recognize 
the republican government of that country as the 
only legitimate government, and by this conduct has 
done much to frustrate the attempt of Maximilian 
and his supporters to overthrow such government, 
it is the opinion of the Senate that the Government 
of the United States should adopt every proper 
measure to avert the unnecessary further effusion 
of blood, and to restore at the earliest moment peace 
to that now distracted land Therefore, 

Resolved by the Senate of the United States, That the 
Pres ident be, and he is hereby, requested to offer to 
the conten ling parties the frie ndly medi: ition of the 
United States, so as to bring the civil war to a termi- 
nation on terms honorable to both, and to secure to 
the native followers of Maximilian, and all foreign 
citizens and subjects residing in that country, the 
benefit of the laws of civilized warfare; it being un- 
derstood, however, that such mediation is tendered 
with the understanding that Maximilian shall abdi- 
cate his assumed authority, and that he and his for- 
eign troops shall leave the country at the 
practicable day. 

Reaolved, That the Secretary communicate a copy 
of these resolutions to the President of the United 
olates, 


earliest 


EXECUTIVE SESSION 
The Senate resumed the consideration of 
executive business. The hour of nine o'clock 


having arrived, 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore, in pursu- 


ance of the resolution of the 18th instant, 


declared the Senate adjourned sine die. 








